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This post may contain affiliate links. We earn from qualifying purchases. Learn More Horses are wonderfully diverse animals, not just in terms of temperament, but also coat color. Many equine colors and markings exist in the world today, with countless shades and combinations that make every horse unique. The most common horse colors and
patterns are bay, chestnut, gray, black, pinto, and dun. A horse’s color is determined by many factors such as breed, genetics, age, and even season. Here is a helpful horse coat color chart: Credit: horsebreedspictures.com While many horses retain their original color at birth, this is not always the case. Gray horses, for example, can be born any color
and will gradually turn lighter as they age. The horse’s skin color, however, remains the same throughout the animal’s life. A horse’s coat color determines the color of the body hair, mane, and tail. According to scientists, all horse colors originate from just three basic coat colors: bay, chestnut, and black. These are made up of only two types of
pigment, red, black, or both. Liia Becker / Shutterstock.com Bay is by far the most common coat color in horses. It is a combination of red and black hairs on the horse, with red predominant on the body and black on the “points”. A horse’s points include the mane, tail, and lower legs. The coat color of a bay horse can range from light to dark brown.
The most common shades of bay are dark, mahogany, and blood bay. While bay color occurs in most horse breeds, a rare breed called the Cleveland Bay is exclusively this color. Kelley Varisco / Shutterstock.com As already mentioned, dark bay is a variation of the bay coat color. Dark bay horses have a dark brown coat with black points and often
lighter hair around the eyes, muzzle, elbow, and flanks. Horses with this color are often mistaken for blacks, as their coat turns a darker shade over the winter. However, their summer coat will always reveal their original color. Olesya Nickolaeva / Shutterstock.com Also known as sorrel, a chestnut coat is made up of fully red hairs with no black. A
chestnut horse’s long hairs (mane & tail) must also be chestnut, although the shade can be lighter than the body color. There are three main variations of the chestnut color: light, liver, and flaxen chestnut. Chestnut horses are relatively common in the equestrian world. Chestnut is also the only acceptable color in the Suffolk Punch and Gidran horse
breeds. dmitry islentev / Shutterstock.com A flaxen chestnut can be any shade of chestnut, from light to dark red. What distinguishes them is their blond manes and tails that are near-white or even silvery in shade. Flaxen chestnut is the signature color of the Haflinger horse breed of Austria. It is often confused with the palomino, although flaxen
chestnuts will always have some reddish hair in their coat. Chocolate Flaxen horses have a dark chestnut base color with blonde or silvery manes and tails. This effect is caused by the flaxen genetic modifier that lightens the horse’s long hairs. It’s no surprise that this dazzling coat color is popular among horse lovers and equestrians. Chocolate flaxen
coats are common in the Morgan horse breed, while Black Forest horses are always this color. Sarah Barry / Shutterstock.com Horses with this color have a very dark chestnut coat. Liver chestnut is often referred to as “brown”, although this term is used for various other coat colors. Sometimes, the liver chestnut shade is so dark it’s hard to
distinguish it from black. Very dark chestnuts are common in the Morgan breed and are sometimes called “black chestnuts”. Black horses have no lighter hairs in their coat except for white markings. While this coat color is not uncommon, a jet-black horse is relatively rare. Horse breeds that are always black include the Friesian and Mérens horse. In
the world of horses, there are two types of black: fading and non-fading. Fading black horses are more common and will reveal lighter hairs when exposed to sunlight for extended periods. Whereas, non-fading blacks stay the same color and have a blueish tinge to their coat. Also read: 6 Common Black Horse Breeds. Rita Kochmarjova /
Shutterstock.com Although not a color per se, most people consider gray one of the horse’s coat colors. In truth, gray horses are formed through the process of graying, which is the addition of white hairs to their original color. The older a gray horse is, the lighter its coat will be. Lay people often use “white” and “gray” interchangeably when
referring to this color. White horses, however, have pink skin from birth, while gray horses always have dark skin. Variations of gray include dapple gray, fleabitten gray, rose gray and iron gray. A few horse breeds, such as the Camargue or Shagya Arabian, always have gray coat colors. horsemen / Shutterstock.com Dapple gray horses have dark
circles called dapples interspersed on their coat. This pattern also occurs on other coat colors and is usually a sign of good care. However, the tendency for dappling can also be genetic. Since dappling gives an attractive look to horses, they are always in high demand in the equestrian world. As any other gray horse, dapple grays will also turn lighter
with age, often to the point of being completely white. Dun is the most ancient of all horse colors. Horse breeds with primitive origins such as the Fjord or Przewalski’s horse are typically this color. The coats of dun horses are the color of the sand, while the points (mane, tail, and lower legs) are black. This coat color also features primitive markings,
such as a dorsal stripe and often zebra striping on the withers and upper legs. HTurner / Shutterstock.com Grulla is a shade of dun also known as gray dun or mouse gray. Just like the original dun, horses with this coat color also have primitive markings. Genetically, a grulla horse is created by the dun gene acting on a black base color. Hence why
the coat of grulla horses is a shade of faded black. The rare Sorraia horses of Portugal are almost always grulla in color. Svetlana Ryazantseva / Shutterstock.com Buckskin horses have fabulous cream or golden coats, paired with black points. This coat color is easy to confuse with the common dun, although there is one key difference. Buckskin
horses lack primitive markings, while duns always have them. Buckskin coat color occurs across many horse breeds and is often prone to dabbling. A version of the color is the sooty buckskin, caused by a genetic modifier that darkens the coat with age. anakondasp / Shutterstock.com Palomino is undoubtedly one of the most eye-catching coat colors
in the horse world. Boasting a golden or cream coat with flaxen manes and tails, palominos are known to be the color “of twenty-two carat gold”. It is no surprise that palomino horses stand out wherever they go. They were a popular choice in movies and television in the 1940s and ’'50s. While there isn’t a horse breed that is always palomino, the
color occurs frequently in the Quarter Horse, Akhal-Teke, and Tennessee Walking Horse breeds. Rita Kochmarjova / Shutterstock.com When a chestnut horse has two copies of the creme gene, a cremello horse is born. As the name suggests, cremello horses are the color of light cream. They also often have pale blue eyes. Cremellos are sometimes
confused with white or albino colors, although they are genetically different. This coat color is common in the Akhal-Teke breed. arthorse / Shutterstock.com Although very similar to cremellos, perlino horses have a bay base color diluted by two cream genes. This results in a tan or light golden coat with manes and tails the color of rust. The horse’s
lower legs are also visibly darker than the body coat. Perlino is a rare and unique horse color, sometimes found in the Akhal-Teke and Andalusian horse breeds. Similar to cremellos, perlino horses always have pink skin. White is one of the rarest horse colors on the planet. Horses of this color are born white, often with blue eyes, and stay white for
their entire lives. Genetically, there are two types of white horses: dominant white and sabino white. Many people confuse white horses with light grays, cremellos, or albinos. However, white horses are different in that they have pink skin and no pigment cells. Although white is extremely rare in most horse breeds, the Camarillo White Horse breed is
always white. Also read our article 9 Common White Horse Breeds. In horses, coat patterns are composed of white hairs that cover part of the horse’s original color. Some white patterns will also have pink skin underneath, while others simply blend in with the horse’s base color. HTurner / Shutterstock.com Roan is a color pattern that results in white
hairs being mixed with the horse’s original color. Blue roans are essentially black horses with roaning across their bodies. While they often resemble dark gray horses, unlike grays, the color of roan horses doesn’t change with age. Blue roans also differ from grays in that they have no white hairs on the head. This coat color is typical in the Nokota
Horse, a feral horse breed of North America. Ory Photography / Shutterstock.com Similar to blue roans, bay roans have a roaning pattern on top of a bay base color. Bay roans retain their black points, while their body coat will be lighter due to the presence of white hairs. The color is quite common in the Ardennes horse breed and also the Mustang.
Roans are often confused with the sabino color pattern, which is a rare pinto coloration. However, while white hairs on roans are relatively coherent, sabinos display irregular patches of roaning throughout their bodies. amandalalal23 / Shutterstock.com Red roans have a chestnut base color with roaning affecting most of the body. Sometimes called
strawberry roan, they are fairly common in the Mustang horse breed. acceptphoto / Shutterstock.com Tobiano is a type of pinto coloration alongside over, tovero, and sabino. Pinto horses have large white patches overlaid on their original coat color. “Pinto” and “Paint” are sometimes used interchangeably, however, the latter is the name of a horse
breed in the United States. The white patches of tobiano horses usually extend in a vertical manner across the back. They also have partially or fully white legs and a dark head, often featuring white markings. Paula Cobleigh / Shutterstock.com In many ways, the overo is the opposite of the tobiano spotting pattern. Overos have irregular white
markings with a horizontal orientation that rarely crosses the back. They often have a white head with blue eyes and dark legs. Overo horses are fairly easy to recognize as they have less white than dark colors. Their patches usually have jagged edges, giving them a truly unique look. Variations of the overo color pattern are frame overo and splashed
white. Osetrik / Shutterstock.com The tovero spotting pattern combines the features of the tobiano and overo colorations. Tovero horses will often have tobiano markings with a white head typical of the overo family. Out of the four pinto patterns, tobiano is the most common, followed by overo, tovero, and sabino. There are several horse breeds with
predominantly pinto markings, such as the Paint, Gypsy Vanner, and Shetland Pony. Svetlana Ryazantseva / Shutterstock.com As mentioned above, sabino is a type of pinto spotting pattern. Sabino horses typically have white legs, belly spots, patches of roaning, and white markings extending beyond the face. Sabinos are easy to confuse with roans or
rabicanos, although most will have distinguishing white patches. While other pinto patterns are most common in colored horse breeds, sabinos occur more widely. Anastasija Popova / Shutterstock.com This striking spotting pattern is common in the Appaloosa, Knabstrupper, and Noriker horse breeds. It is the result of the leopard gene that also
causes striped hooves, mottled skin, and a visible white sclera in the eyes. Leopard horses have dark spots of different sizes across a white body. Variations of the leopard pattern include blanket, snowflake, varnish roan, and frost. Zuzule / Shutterstock.com Blanket is a type of leopard spotting pattern that typically extends from the tail to the withers.
It can appear on top of any coat color. Hence why the horse’s original color will often come through the spots inside the blanket. While leopard markings are present in multiple breeds, blanket coats are limited to the Appaloosa horse breed. Also read: 10 Beautiful Horse Breeds With Spotted Coats To learn more about horse colors and how they came
to be, check out this educational video below: There are a great variety of colors and patterns that a horse’s coat can be found in. Some of the most beautiful coat patterns have unique names and telling them apart can be difficult. Learning to identify these colors and tell them apart can be really beneficial. I always looked at spotted horses and pinto
horses and noticed different patterns, but i never knew what these patterns were called. What Are The Different Coat Patterns Found In Horses? There are a variety of different coat patterns seen in many horse breeds across the world. The names of some of these patterns are overo, tovero, tobiano, and sabino, though there are many more beyond
just these four. These coat colors and patterns that consist of patches are primarily seen in the American Paint horse. The spotted horse colors like the blanket, leopard, and snowflake are patterns mainly seen in the Appaloosa breed. Roan coat patterns are seen mainly in Quarter Horses but can be found in many other breeds as well. There are so
many coat patterns out there, it is hard to name them all. Overo Overo horses are one of the many coat patterns that are found in paint horses, as well as a variety of other horse breeds. Overo horses can be white and any other solid color including palomino and buckskin. Sometimes an overo roan can be seen, but this is a fairly rare occurrence. The
overo stands out from the rest of the coat colors because the large patches on the overo’s body are very irregular in shape and often have jagged edges. There are not any smooth round lines found in overo horses. Another way to identify the overo is that the white patches of their coat do not go over the top of the horse, there is only one solid base
color that goes along the crest, back, and hindquarters (Psst... if you don’t know what these parts of the horse are, read about the parts of the horse by clicking here!) The tail of the overo is only one solid color and should not be showing any white to be considered a true overo (the only exception to this is if the horse is a palomino). Tobiano Like the
overo, tobiano horses can be any solid color including buckskin and palomino. There are even known to be tobiano roans, though to see these horses is rare. Tobiano horses are the most common pinto horses seen in the horse world. This horse has your typical smooth round patches that are often large and random. The tobiano can have white patches
reach over the top of its body unlike the overo and these white patches can fall anywhere along the crest, back, or hindquarters. The tail of a tobiano horse is always two-toned. The tail of the horse will be whatever the natural tail color would be for the base color, but with white and beige hairs mixed into it. This is sometimes called a skunk tail as
there is often a dark stripe of hairs down the middle and the white and beige hairs will fall on the outside. Tovero You might have guessed based on the name, but the tovero horse is kind of a mix of the overo and the tobiano. The reason some horses are classified as tovero is that they might carry characteristics from both patterns. Some of the
common combinations found in toveros are: Smooth round patches on the body like the tobiano, but the white doesn’t extend over the back like the overoAn overo coat, but the two-toned tail of the tobianoA mix of jagged and smooth patches making the patches difficult to identifyA horse with a coat like a tobiano (consisting of smooth round patches),
but a solid colored tail. Tovero horses are identified as tovero when they can’t be identified as either overo or tobiano. Sabino Sabino horses are often mistaken as horses with four stockings, but what many don’t know is that the white of a sabino horse extends past the horse’s legs and reaches under their belly. Some Clydesdale horses can even
appear to be sabino. This is a fairly rare coat pattern that can be seen in nearly any solid color including palomino and buckskin. Piebald A piebald horse is an older term used to describe a patched horse. Piebalds can be overo, tobiano, and tovero, but must have black as their base color. A piebald is just a black and white pinto horse. Skewbald Skew
bald horses also can include tovero, overo, and tobiano in their pattern options. Unlike the piebald, skewbald horses can have any base color. This term can be used to describe any pinto horse other than black ones. Blanket The blanket pattern, sometimes called the snow cap pattern, is primarily seen in Appaloosas. A blanket marking is basically a
white patch on the hindquarters of a solid-colored horse. The blanket or snowcap marking can extend almost all the way to the shoulders and base of the neck. This unique marking is really only called the snow cap marking when there is no other spotting or dark markings interfering with the white patch on the hindquarters. Leopard The leopard-
marked horse is of the most common spotting patterns and can be seen in Appaloosas, knabstruppers, mustangs, and even some pony breeds. Leopard colored horses are often seen as white all over, but with dark spots ranging from red-brown to black covering the body. This coat color is names leopard because actual leopards have a lighter coat
with dark sports. Snowflake The snowflake coat pattern is essentially the opposite of the leopard pattern. In the leopard patter horses are seen as white with dark spots, whereas in snowflake coats, the horse is seen as dark with light spots. This pattern is called a snowflake pattern because it looks as if a dark horse is covered in snowflakes. Roan
Roan horses can be seen in a number of breeds and types of horses. They can come in blue roan, red or strawberry roan, and bay roan. The most beautiful one in my opinion is the blue roan, and to make this coat pattern even more unique, these horses can also be pinto. If you want to read more about roans, read my article all about them by clicking
here! link to Breeding Your Mare: The Full Guide link to Things to Know Before Breeding your Mare Horses and ponies come in a variety of coat colours and patterns. Check out our guide to horse colours and patterns below and select any colour for more information. Have you ever wondered what makes a horse with white hair gray, why a horse
with an even mix of black and white hair is called a blue roan, or even what the difference between a dun or a buckskin is? If you answered yes to any of those, or just want to know more about horse coat colors then you’ve come to the right place.What are the most common horse colors? Horses can be found in a wide variety of different colors but the
most common colors are black, bay, chestnut, sorrel, brown, dun, buckskin, gray, pinto (or Paint), spotted, roan, and palomino. One of the rarest coat colors though is white.Given the fact that there are only four basic horse colors (black, bay, brown, and sorrel or chestnut), along with the non-pigmented color of gray you might be surprised to know
that there is an almost endless variety of horse colors. The reason for this is the presence of different genes in a variety of different combinations.These genes, sometimes referred to as dilution genes, can turn a black horse into a smoky cream-colored one or a bay horse into an almost orange-looking one. That said though, there are 12 common horse
colors and another 12 rarer colors. In this article, I'll cover the 12 most common colors, but in this other article on this site, I cover the 12 rare horse colors in detail. While there’s a whole spectrum of different colors you might be surprised to know that every single one of them is derived from just one of two different colors, black or red, along with
white which is just the lack of pigment rather than an actual color.Black - A horse with a black base coat will have black points (the ears, mane, tail, and legs). Colors with a black base are black, bay, buckskin, grullo, perlino as well as blue and bay roan.Red - Unlike the black base coat, horses with a red base won’t have any black points, regardless of
how dark their mane and tail may appear. Colors with a red base are chestnut, cremello, and pearl.White - Any art teacher will tell you that white isn’t actually a color and this is kind of true when it comes to horses too. Okay so white is a hue instead of a color but when it comes to horses it’s actually the lack of pigment (the natural coloring of tissue)
that makes the hair white.Some people consider gray and white to be basic coat colors but in fact, there are only really three basic horse colors from a genetics standpoin, black, bay, and chestnut. These three colors are produced by a combination of just two genes, the extension gene (E) which is responsible for deciding whether the body color is
black or red, and agouti (A) which determines the base color itself.Black - The horse has at least one dominant copy of the extension gene (and either no agouti gene or recessive copies) and is completely black. Bay - Like black horses, bay horses have at least one dominant extension gene and one or two dominant agouti genes. These horses will have
a brown body and black points.Chestnut- Chestnu horses only have reside extension genes and at least one dominant agouti gene. Like bay horses they have a brown body but they also have brown (or red) points.Gray - Despite the lack of color all gray horses have at least one dominant extension gene although they don’t have any pigment. This dark
base color means they’'re classed as gray instead of white.White - As you can probably guess white is the opposite of gray in that the horse has a red base coat instead of a black one. This means their skin is pink and therefore the hair is white. While horses can be found in a variety of colors there are only 12 common colors.Black horses are
completely black from head to toe although they can have a small amount of white on their faces, such as a star or snip. They all have at least one dominant extension gene and either no agouti genes or only recessive ones.Most black foals are born dark gray or dun (with a black mane, tail, and dorsal stripe) and start to turn black as they begin to
shed their coats. Some black foals, however, are born pure black but this isn’t very common.Some people say that a true black horse, like a true white horse, is extremely rare but this isn’t quite true. They are, however, uncommon. This is because dark brown horses are often mistaken for black horses.There are two types of true black horse, fading
(or faded) black and non-fading black which is often referred to as blue-black. Genetically there’s no difference between the two but fading black horses can fade to a brown color if they spend too much time in the sun. Another distinguishing feature of a true black horse is the presence of black points. Dark brown or bay horses may appear black but
the presence of lighter hairs around their eyes, muzzles, and flanks indicates they are not black. On a truly black horse these hairs will also be black.Being one of the basic horse colors many breeds have black horses but there are a handful that are almost exclusively black, breeds such as the Mérens, Murgese, or the Friesian. Some breeds such as
the Dales Pony and Fell Pony (both from Britain) or the Percheron are predominantly but not exclusively black.A corruption of the Latin word badius (meaning chestnut or brown), bay horses can be as light as a reddy-brown or as dark as chocolate brown but because their base color is black they always have black points. While the body color of a bay
can be any shade of brown there are three main ones:Dark Bay - Sometimes called black bay, these are horses with a very dark brown body color.Mahogany Bay - These horses have a dark reddy-brown body color.Blood Bay - Also known as red bay, these horses have a bright reddy chestnut body color.Mahogany BayBay can be found in almost all
horse breeds around the world but some breeds are predominately known for their bay coats, these include the Clydesdale, Cleveland Bay, Exmoor Pony, Morgan, and the Tennessee Walker which I've written about in more detail in this article.Taking its name from the chestnut tree, the word chestnut (or castaneous as is occasionally used) is used to
describe a horse that has a reddy brown body color and either a similar or lighter colored mane and tail. As you might expect the base color for all chestnut horses is red and, such, they don’t have any black markings. Like the bay coat there are a lot of different shades but there are four main ones:Liver Chestnut - As you can probably guess the color
is a dark reddy chestnut which is sometimes referred to as a brown chestnut or red chestnut.Flaxen Chestnut - The mane and tail of a flaxen chestnut horse will be a lighten flaxen color while the body will be any shade of chestnut. While it may look similar genetically it’s very different from the palomino.Light Chestnut - This is the lightest of all
chestnut shades and is used to describe a chestnut horse who’s body and mane and tail are a pale, almost yellowy shade of chestnut. Sorrel - Sorrel is by far the most common shade of chestnut and is a deep reddy-tan color that’s said to be the same color as a newly minted penny.Like bay, the chestnut color can be found in the vast majority of horse
breeds although some are known for their chestnut coats. These include breeds such as the Haflinger, Avelignese, and the Suffolk Punch. As an interesting footnote the Suffolk Punch breed registry spells the color slightly differently, they drop the first ‘t’ and instead spell it chesnut.It’s not known where the name sorrel comes from but it’s believed
it’s named after the flowers of the sorrel plant which are a deep coppery red color. While sorrel is technically just a shade of chestnut I've included it separately because, in the Western riding world at least, it’s a color in its own right. Being a shade of chestnut the color can be found in a range of different breeds but it’s by far the most common color
for Quarter Horses and Mountain Pleasure Horses.Some people wrongly refer to brown horses as bays but the main difference is that brown horses don’t have black points, although if their body color is very dark then so will their mane and tail be. Brown horses will also have light brown or tan colored hairs around their eyes, muzzles, and

flanks. While brown horses must obviously be brown in color they can be any shade of it, ranging from a very dark, almost black looking, brown to a very looking caramel brown. During the winter months, many brown horses appear to have a darker color coat, in part due to the thickness of it but also the reduction in sunlight.Being a basic color,
brown can be found in most horse breeds but it’s more common in some breeds. It’s one of the main colors found in most warmblood breeds, but other breeds include the Ukrainian Riding Horse, Don, and Peruvian Paso.Dun is one of those colors whose existence is due to the presence of a dilution gene although, unlike a lot of other dilution genes,
the dun gene is also responsible for the horse’s markings. Known as primitive markings these include a dorsal stripe that runs the length of the horse’s back and zebra markings on the lower legs and are common in wild horses but aren’t always prevalent in domesticated horses.Horses with either a red or black base color can be affected by the dun
gene although the results will vary depending on the base color.Grullo - Also known as blue dun, this is caused by a black horse having the dun modifying gene. The gene will cause the black coat to lighten to a silvery, smokey, or mousey color although the primitive markings will still show through.Red Dun - The red color of the red dun is caused by
the presence of the dun gene in a chestnut or sorrel horse, the coat is lightened to either a pale yellow or a tan which makes the primitive markings much more obvious.Classic Dun - Sometimes referred to as a bay dun or zebra dun, these horses have a golden coat with black markings. As you can probably guess, the color is caused by the presence of
the gene on a bay horse.Yellow Dun - Also called a buckskin dun this occurs when any dun horse also carries the cream gene. The combination of both of these genes will produce a light golden coat with black points and primitive markings.Grullo DunConsidered a primitive color, dun is found in many ancient breeds such as the Exmoor Pony,
Norwegian Fjord, and Highland Pony. It’s also found in a number of wild and feral breeds such as the Przewalski and Konik. Your subscription could not be saved. Please try again. Your subscription has been successful.Far more common (and popular) in the States, buckskin horses are bay horses that have a single copy (or dose) of the cream (or
creme) dilution gene. This gene lightens the brown body color of the horse, changing it from brown to a faded tan color. While a light tan is the most common shade of buckskin, horses can range from a light creamy yellow color to a deep golden shade of brown.Some breeds societies, such as the Shire horse and Arabian, don’t allow buckskin colored
horses to be registered but they can still be found in a large number of other breeds. Such as the Quarter Horse, Peruvian Paso, and the Mustang.All gray horses, regardless of the color they’re born, will have black skin which is why they’re classed as gray rather than white. While some horses are born gray most aren’t but because they’re carrying
the graying gene (or gray modifier) they begin to ‘gray out’ and either become completely solid gray or any one of a range of different variations.In order to produce a gray horse, one or both parents will need to be gray, although there’s only a 50% chance they’ll pass the gene on, even if both horses are gray.Steeldust - A dark gray that is an even
mix of white and dark hairs, giving a salt and pepper appearance.Dappled Gray - A gray coat that has white spots (known as dapples) over it.Rose Gray - Horses that are born with a bay or chestnut base coat will gray out with a red or pink tint.Flea-bitten - The horse looks completely gray except for the appearance of specks or flecks of color.Dappled
GrayThe graying gene is a dominant gene which means that it will eventually cover the original color, this is why some registries (especially those that have an emphasis on a certain color or pattern) won’t allow horses with this gene to be registered in the main registry.That said though there many breeds that are predominantly gray, breeds such as
the Lusitano, Lipizzaner, and Camargue.Sometimes referred to as Paint, the pinto pattern can be any base color with, often large, patches of white over the whole body. Some breeds such as the Paint Horse describe the coat by the pattern while others (albeit mainly in the UK and Europe) describe it by the combination of colors.Tobiano - Sometimes
called toby, this is caused by the tobiano gene and results in the horse having large white areas over a darker base color. Typically one or both flanks will have color with white patches while the mane and tail can be both colors.Overo - Overo is Spanish for ‘like an egg’ which gives you some idea of the irregularity of the pattern. Like tobiano, the
horse has a dark base color but this time the white patches don’t cover the back and are mainly, although not solely, confined to the legs and head with the horse having blue eyes.Tovero - This pattern is a mix of both the tobiano and overo pattern and normally includes characteristics such as blue eyes.Sabino - Although it does technically refer to
any pattern caused by the Sabino 1 gene, its also used to describe a horse that has the same pattern (even if it doesn’t have the gene). Typically sabino horses will be dark-colored with white patches or spotted over their belly, chin and hocks.Piebald - Most commonly used in the UK and with the Gypsy Horse breed, piebald is used to describe any
horse with black and white patches of color.Skewbald - This pattern refers to a coat that has patches of white and any other color except black, like the piebald its mainly used in the UK and to describe the Gypsy Horse.A skewbald sabino palominoNot all breed registries will accept colored horses but some breeds such as the Shetland Pony or the
Mustang allow them. Then there are breeds such as the Paint Horse and Gypsy Vanner that are known for the pinto coloring.There are six different spotted coat patterns that are all caused by the leopard complex gene (also known as the LP gene, or LP complex). As well as the spotted coat this gene is also responsible for other characteristics such as
a white sclera (the hard area around the outside of the eye that is normally dark-colored in other horses), pink and black mottled skin around the eyes, muzzle, and genitals along with striped hooves. Not all horses with the gene will display spots but most will show the other characteristics, even on solid-colored horses.Leopard - Also known as full
leopard, horses with this pattern will have a white coat with either black or brown (red) spots over the entire body including the head and legs. Just as the saying goes leopard spotted horses will never change their spots.Near Leopard - Unlike the leopard pattern, horses with this coloration will have a darker head and legs and occasionally part of
their body will be darker too. As the horse ages, the darker color will fade and the horse will appear to have a full leopard pattern.FewSpot Leopard - FewSpot leopard horses will have a white coat with only a few ‘splashes’ of color around their head, neck, and flank.Blanket - There are a number of different blanket patterns but they generally involve
a horse having a dark body (including the head and legs) with a white patch or blanket, over their rump.Spotted Blanket - The white rump, which can cover most of the horse’s body as well as their hindquarters, will be covered in spots that are the same color as the rest of the horse.White - Like the spotted blanket, the white area can cover most of
the horse, but in this case, it’ll have very few spots if any at all.Frosted - Sometimes called frosted hip, this pattern is different from other blanket patterns because the horse doesn’t have a blanket at all, instead, they have a few white spots over their rump which gives the impression of frosting.Snowflake - Some people refer to the snowflake pattern
as an inverted leopard but this isn’t quite the case. Yes, the horse has a dark-colored body with white spots, but the spots are much smaller and look a little like snowflakes. A lot of snowflake horses are born with solid coats that gray out with age, often resulting in a roan colored horse.Marble - Horses with this pattern often look like roans but the
white hairs will form ‘vanish marks’ that give the appearance of spots.Leopard SpottedThe Appaloosa is by far the most well known ‘spotted’ horse breed (which is why the pattern is sometimes referred to as Appaloosa coloring) although breeds such as the Pony of the Americas, British Spotted Pony, Noriker, and Colorado Ranger all have the spotted
pattern as their predominant color.While the name roan refers to the roan gene it’s also a general term describing a horse that has an even mix of white and other colored hairs over its entire body (the head, mane, tail, and legs are often darker in color too). Despite the presence of a large number of gray hairs, roans don’t gray out with age.Red Roan
- Also called strawberry roan, the base color of this roan is chestnut, and while the body will be roan the mane and tail will be the same shade of red as the body if it didn’t have white hairs.Bay Roan - The base color of bay roans is bay which is why a roan horse will often have a black mane and tail.Blue Roan - While the blue roan will look similar to
grullo it’ll have a darker head and won’t lighten with age, as with all roans they will also have an even mix of white hair while the grullo will have lighter hairs instead of white.Rabicano - Sometimes called white ticking, this pattern isn’t a true roan because the lighter color (which is normally only present on the belly, flank, legs, tail, and head) is
caused by the rabicano modifier gene rather than by white hairs.Red RoanSome breeds, such as the Thoroughbred and Arabian, don’t allow roan horses to be registered but the color is very popular with Quarter Horses, Paso Finos, and Missouri Fox Trotters.Taking its name from the golden palomino grape, this color is the result of the one copy of
the cream gene being present in a chestnut or sorrel horse. The color range is said to be anything from three shades lighter or darker to that of a newly minted gold coin. The body color can be as light as a cremello but can also be a deep shade of chocolate although the mane and tail will always be flaxen or white.In America, there are two registries
for palomino horses but that doesn’t mean it’s a breed, which is why the palomino color can be found in many breeds around the world as such the Haflinger and the Quarter Horse. It's worth mentioning that around half of all palominos in the world are Quarter Horses.TIP: If you want to enhance the color of your horse’s coat then why not use
Gallop’s Colour Enhancing shampoo? With a range of different colors, it’s specially formatted to bring out your horse’s natural color.I hope you found this article helpful. If you did I'd be grateful if you could share it please as it would really help me.Recommended products Over the years I have tried hundreds of different horsey products, from various
blankets and halters to different treats. Some I've loved, others I've hated but I thought I'd share with you my top all-time favorite products, the ones I never leave the yard without. I've included links to the products (which are in no particular order) that I really think are great.Horse Knots by Reference Ready - If you’'re like me and enjoy pocket
reference guides then you’ll love this knot tying guide. These handy cards can easily fit in your pocket or attach to the saddle for quick reference. They’'re waterproof, durable and are color coded to make them easy to follow.Mane 'n Tail Detangler - Even if you never show your horse you’ll need to detangle his tail from time to time (and possibly his
mane too) which is always a challenging chore! I've found that if I run a little bit of detangler through my horse’s tails every few days it stops them from getting matted up and makes combing them easy, even if they’'re coated in mud. I don’t know if I should admit to this or not but it also works wonders on my hair.TAKEKIT Pro clippers - Over the
years I've tried a lot of different clippers and while some were obviously better than others I found these to be by far the best. They are heavier than a lot of other clippers but for me, that’s a good thing, it makes them feel more sturdy and hardwearing. On top of that they have a range of speeds so are just as good for clipping your horse’s back as
they are his face. I also like the fact that they come in a handy carry case but that’s not for everybody. The company that makes them is super good and incredibly helpful too, a real bonus these days. The only thing I wasn’t keen on was the fact that it doesn’t come with any oil, but that’s not a major problem as it’s not difficult to buy lubricant.Shire’s
ball feeder - There are so many boredom buster toys out there but I like to use these every day, regardless of whether or not my horses are bored. I find that it helps to encourage my horses to problem solve by rewarding them with treats (or pieces of fruit) but it also mimics their natural grazing behavior which helps to keep them calm and de-
stressed.Horse safe mirror - This is a strange one that many people are surprised about but I like to put horse safe mirrors in the trailers as well as in the quarantine stalls. It helps to prevent the feeling of isolation by giving the impression of other horses being around. Being herd animals horses can get extremely stressed when they feel that they’'re
on their own but with these stick-on mirrors, they believe that at least one other horse is with them.Rectal thermometer - I know this isn’t glamourous at all but it’s vital for your horse’s well-being to be able to check their temperature and a rectal thermometer is the easiest way of doing this which is why I've added it to the list.Shopping listsI’ve also
put together a few shopping lists of essential items that I've found helpful over the years. I've broken the lists down into different categories rather than put everything in one massive list © Horses come in many beautiful colors. The most common horse colors in the world are bay and chestnut, followed by grey and black.There are other colors that
are variations of these that are still considered common, but just not as much. But did you know that there are other colors—unusual and rare horse colors that you have never seen—and coat patterns that you have never heard of a horse having before?These horses are so rare, but they do exist. To own one would be lucky, to say the least. But even
to see one in person would be a privilege. Most people will not get the chance to see a horse with one of these special coat colors in person.In this article, I will be going over 20 different rare horse coat colors and patterns. I will share a photo for each color. For the colors or patterns without a photo, I will share a link to a photo so you can really see
what they look like. (I just can’t post the photos in this article if I don’t have rights to use them due to copyright reasons.)So without further adieu, let’s take a look at the different coat colors and patterns horses can have that are not seen very often or talked about. Let me know in the comments which one is your favorite!True black horses have dark
brown eyes, black skin, and black coats. They have no red or brown shading anywhere on the body. True black is sometimes confused with homozygous black, which are horses that cannot produce offspring with the red gene. That means they can never have chestnut foals, only bay and black. Breeds like the Friesian are true black, with the majority
of Friesians being pitch black with dark skin and dark eyes. You will never find a true Friesian who is chestnut.Silver dapple, also known as the “silver gene,” is rare and doesn’t occur at all in certain breeds. Breeds that more commonly have the silver gene include the Gypsy Vanner and the Rocky Mountain Horse.It can be present with any of the
three base coats: black, chestnut, or bay. However, on a chestnut, there is no effect on the horse’s coat.Some of these horses have noticeable grayish-silver dapples against their dark coats, and some of them have more solid-looking coats where it is harder to see the dapples. The solid coats are often referred to as “chocolate” because the color looks
similar to that of chocolate.However, when you clip the coat of a silver dapple, the short clipped hair of the undercoat is brilliant. It looks like a dapple grey horse, but with uniform dapples and a silver-colored coat, hence the name silver dapple. Black base horses with the silver gene are called Black Silver.A bay with the silver gene is called Bay
Silver.If you think a silver bay or silver black is a rare color, a silver buckskin is even more so.A silver buckskin is a horse that has a bay base coat with both the cream gene and the silver gene.You may see the term “silver buckskin” being used for buckskin horses with a pale coat color known as “buttermilk” or buckskins that are turning grey or
roaning. Those are not true silver buckskin horses.If you wanted to breed yourself a silver buckskin horse, you would need to find a buckskin (which has a bay base) and cross that onto a horse that carries the silver gene.Even then, the percentage chance of the foal inheriting both the cream buckskin gene from one parent and the silver gene from the
other is not high.Silver Buckskin Horse PhotoA silver dapple pinto is about as rare as a silver buckskin. To understand a silver dapple pinto horse, we have to first look at two separate colors: pinto and silver dapple. The silver dapple gene can only be present on black or bay coats. For black horses, that means it can affect their whole body, and for bay
horses, it can affect their main and tail, and the silver dapples are in their undercoat, which is visible with clipping.A horse that is silver dapple often has a chocolatey-colored coat with a silver mane and tail. Horses with a red coat can have the silver dapple gene, but you won’t be able to see any difference in their coat visually.A pinto horse coat
pattern is a type of coat color pattern characterized by large patches of white and other colors such as black, bay, chestnut, dun, grullo, or silver. Pinto horses can have any of these colors, as well as any combination of them. The white and colored patches may be randomly distributed or in specific patterns, such as a blanket, tobiano, frame, or
sabino.That means to get a silver dapple pinto horse, the horse needs to have a base color of silver dapple with the dominant pinto gene.Silver Dapple Pinto PhotoChampagne coat colors come in four different types: gold champagne, amber champagne, classic champagne, and sable champagne.The champagne “gene” acts on one of four base colors to
create one of the four coat types listed above. Classic champagne is the most popular when it comes to champagne colors. Gold champagne horses are often mistaken for palominos due to having a similar coat color.Gold champagne is made by adding the champagne modifier to a red (or chestnut/sorrel) base.Champagne Gold Horse PhotoBlack is the
base color for a classic. The skin is also grey, but it can sometimes look like it has a pink or purple tint to it.Classic Champagne Horse PhotoThis is the outcome of a champagne gene present in a bay horse. There are three different colors of amber champagne: classic amber, cream, and ivory.Amber Champagne Horse PhotoA seal bay or seal brown
with the champagne gene present is a sable champagne. Because black bays and seal bays look so much alike, it could also be caused by a black bay with the champagne gene.Sable Champagne Horse PhotoDominant white horses are genetically different from the more common gray. Grey horses are born with a darker base color (like bay, chestnut,
or black), which then fades as the horse gets older. Dominant white horses are born with pink skin and white hair, but they do have dark eyes (unlike a cremello horse that comes from two cream genes on a chestnut base that can appear white but has blue eyes). Generally, one parent needs to be dominant white to produce a dominant white foal. But
there have been cases of spontaneous mutations where a foal with no dominant white parents was born completely white.Dominant White Horse PhotoThis color pattern is characterized by an entire body covered in mostly white hairs, or even completely white hairs. To be considered a true Maximum Sabino, the white must cover over 50% of the
horse’s body.This stunning coat color is one of the rarest to occur in horses and can be found in a variety of breeds. Maximum Sabino horses are born with a variety of white markings, ranging from four white stockings to a completely white face. As they age, they tend to grey out or roan into a solid white, which highlights the beauty of this unique
coat color.Maximum White Sabino Horse PhotoLethal White Foal Syndrome (LWFS), also known as Lethal White Overo Syndrome, is an unfortunate genetic defect that can occur when two heterozygous frame overo horses are bred together. LWFS is characterized by a foal born with pink skin and white hair covering the body, blue eyes, and internal
issues such as colon failure. Unfortunately, LWFS is fatal, and the foal usually either is stillborn or dies within a couple of days after birth.The best thing to do for a foal with LWFS is to put it down to prevent the foal from being in any pain before eventually dying. It is important to note that lethal white is as close to an albino as you’ll see in the equine
world. This is because albinism doesn’t even exist in horses because it’s fatal. If it does happen, the foal dies in utero.The best way to prevent LWFS is to only breed frame overo horses with non-frame overo horses. This ensures that the gene combinations will not result in a lethal white foal. Additionally, it is important to be aware of the genetic
history of the horses you plan to breed. This can help identify any potential for LWFS and reduce the likelihood of it occurring.Lethal White Foal Syndrome PhotoPerlino horses have creamy colored coats with pink skin and blue eyes. Their color can range from a super pale brown to an off white. Their manes and tails often have a slight coffee color to
them, which can help distinguish them from a cremello. Perlinos have a bay base color but are homozygous for the cream dilution gene. To simplify, that means a perlino will always produce dilute babies (palomino, buckskin, or smoky black, for example).Pearl shares the same sort of look as other dilutes like champagne and cremello, but it is more
rare and typically found in just a few breeds like American Quarter Horses, Paints, and Iberian Horses such as the Andalusian and Lusitano or ones descended from Iberians. It is caused by a recessive gene, meaning that two copies of the gene are required to produce the color. The end result is a horse with a coat that is light and creamy, often with a
hint of pink or apricot color.Yes, you read that right. There is such a thing as a mushroom horse! Or rather, a mushroom pont. Mushroom is a diluted coat exclusively found in Shetland ponies. These ponies have a sepia-colored coat with a flaxen (light) mane and tail. This mushroom dilution has not been found in breeds other than the Shetland
pony.Smoky cream horses genetically have a black base coat but are homozygous for the cream dilution gene. If you’ve read about perlinos, you will understand what that means! Smoky cream horses are not as common as perlino horses. They have creamy-colored coats with pink skin and blue eyes, like other cream horses. They are sometimes
confused with Perlino because they too can share a coffee-colored hue.Rabicano is a term that describes white flecks on a horse’s body that appear in a specific pattern. It is this pattern that distinguishes a horse that is rabicano compared to a horse that is roan (roan horses have white flecks over their entire body, except for the head and legs). A red
rabicano is a horse with a red (or chestnut/sorrel) base and the rabicano gene. Red rabicano horses often have heavy white flecks on their flanks (the back part of a horse’s abdomen) that then spread out from there, decreasing in frequency as the color spreads out. You can also find bay and black rabicano horses.Metallic sheen is not so much a color
as an appearance. There is one breed that is particularly famous for their metallic sheen, and that is the Akhal-Teke. There are no other breeds that shine quite like these horses, but Akhal-Tekes are a rare breed with a small population. But what gives this breed their rare metallic coats, and are they really shinier than other horses?Akhal-Tekes have
a unique coat structure with fine hairs that lack the opaque core of a normal horse’s hair shaft. This means that the individual hairs are able to pass light through the hair and refract it onto the other side. Basically, that means they really are that shiny!Metallic Sheen Horse PhotoSooty is a rare coat color modifier in horses that is sometimes also
referred to as “smutty.” It is most commonly seen in bays, buckskins, and palominos and causes the coat to appear darker in coloration.Sooty horses are fairly easy to distinguish from other colors by looking at the dark or black hairs that are mixed in with a lighter coat color.These dark hairs are typically heavier along the top of the horse and become
less frequent on the lower parts of the body. It is sometimes concentrated in the mane and tail, while other times it can cover the entire body.Scientists presume sootiness is inherited from the horse’s parents, but the exact way this works is not well understood.This gene was once believed to be responsible for turning chestnuts into liver chestnut
horses, but that is no longer a shared belief.Sooty Buckskin Horse PhotoLeopard spotting (also known as leopard complex) is a coat pattern mainly found in the appaloosa and Knabstrupper breeds. The coat colors and appearances of horses with leopard spotting can vary widely, with some having heavy white hairs (sometimes appearing to be roans)
and others having a Dalmatian-like appearance with large dark spots on a white base coat. The leopard complex gene is beautiful, but it also comes with certain risks. Horses that carry it have an increased risk of eye and vision abnormalities.Leopard Pattern on Knabstrupper Horse PhotoThis is an unusual pattern that only appears on Appaloosa
horses. It is caused by a unique set of gene expressions that don’t occur very often. The peacock pattern features a white base coat with leopard-like spots that are organized in a target-like pattern, comparable to the leopard spotting mentioned above.The spots on a Peacock Appaloosa are usually bigger than those on a regular Appaloosa, and they
are usually arranged in a symmetrical pattern with a larger spot in the middle and four to six smaller spots evenly spaced around it. Spots can be any color, but black, bay, chestnut, and grey are the most common. There may also be different shades of color in the spots, which makes for a unique and eye-catching pattern.Think of snow falling on the
horse; that is what the horse looks like, well, almost.The snowflake pattern is pretty much the opposite of the leopard spotting you normally see in a leopard appaloosa. Instead of the spots being black on a white body, with the snowflake pattern it is white spots on a solid colored body, with the white being all different sizes.You can be confused
between a snowflake and a blanket appaloosa at first, but the key distinction is the size and location of the spots. With the snowflake pattern, the spots will be smaller and more evenly spread across the horse’s body. A blanket appaloosa, on the other hand, will have big and small spots mostly on its rump. Also, it helps to know that the spots are
usually round or oval and no bigger than the width of your hand.The snowflake pattern is created by a single gene that is found in some breeds of horses, typically the appaloosa. It is a dominant gene, meaning that if a horse has one parent with the gene, they will most likely inherit it as well.The snowflake is also considered a rare pattern, and it is
uncommon to see a horse with this kind of coat.Snowflake Appaloosa PhotoThese small, spontaneous white spots go by many different names but are most commonly referred to as “birdcatcher spots.” You may have noticed that old injuries on your horse will heal over with white hairs, but these white spots are not due to injury or skin damage.These
spots tend to run in families (a mare with birdcatcher spots often has parentage that has them too).Where did the name “birdcatcher” come from?There was once a thoroughbred racehorse who featured these white spots. His name was Birdcatcher, and he was born in 1833. He passed his signature spots onto many of his offspring.Do you have a
thoroughbred with these white dots?Try having a look as far back in their pedigree as you can; maybe they are a distant relative of the late Birdcatcher!Birdcatcher Spots Horse PhotoChubari spots are a unique pattern found only on grey horses. These spots are distinct from dapples, and are easily recognized by their round and egg-like shape with
well-defined edges.They often appear on the sides, neck, and back of a grey horse and are sometimes referred to as “coin spots.” The spots are most evident when the horse is still a medium to dark grey, and can also be seen on the flanks and even on the legs as well.As the horse’s coat begins to turn white, the Chubari spots will start to blend in with
the rest of the horse’s hair and can become invisible over time. Depending on the horse’s age and the degree of white coloring, the Chubari spots may become more or less visible.Bend-or spots are these dark, random spots that can sometimes be found covering a horse’s body. They are also known as “smut” or “grease spots” and can range in color
from dark red to black.These spots got their name after the infamous horse, Bend-or, who was born in 1877. He was a chestnut thoroughbred stallion who had a distinctive white blaze on his forehead and dark random spots covering his body. Bend-or was a successful racehorse and sire, and his unique coat pattern of white and black spots inspired
the name of these spots—Bend-or spots.Bend-or spots are not caused by any disease or inherited genetic traits; instead, they are caused by a number of factors that can affect a horse’s coat color. These include hypopigmentation, which is the loss of normal pigmentation in the skin; post-inflammatory hypopigmentation, which is from an injury or
infection; and genetic factors, which can affect the amount of pigment in the skin.Bend-or spots can vary in size and shape, from small and round to large and irregular. They can be found on any area of a horse’s body, but it’s most common to find them on the horse’s legs, chest, neck, and forehead.Bend-Or Spots Horse PhotoVitiligo is a fairly rare
auto-immune condition. It is believed to be due to nutritional deficiencies in the horse. Vitiligo is a pattern of pigment loss across the horse’s body, and it can actually look quite unique.The most common areas of pigment loss are the eyes, nose, and genitalia, although sometimes the whole body can become affected. One of the best things about
vitiligo is that it has no impact on the horse’s health or performance. It is purely a visual condition and has no effect on the horse’s fitness or ability to engage in activities.You can manage this condition fairly easily by feeding the horse an appropriate diet and supplements. In addition, there are other therapies, such as light therapy. It is possible to
minimize the pigment loss that comes with vitiligo and enhance the horse’s coat color with the proper mix of treatments. But if you choose to forgo the treatments, it will not hurt the horse.In spite of the auto-immune illness, the pattern that the loss of pigmentation creates is often eye-catching and unique.Brindle horses are exceptionally rare but are
very easy to spot.The brindle color has a distinctive pattern of vertical stripes that sometimes resembles that looks similar to tiger stripes or brindle dogsHowever the brindle pattern is not a gene and cannot be passed onto its offspring. Horses do not have brindle like dogs do. The brindle gene in dogs is not comparable. There are so many more
reasoning horses have striped phenotypes and calling every one brindle is inaccurate.Brindle is a phenotype or expression of a gene that can be caused by different genes, such as skewed dun, skewed grey, skewed roan, extreme dun factor, somatic mutation, the coat texture called BR1 and in very rare cases of chimera.Reverse brindles which is a
white brindle pattern on a dark coat is most often actually a somatic mutation and not brindle. Though people would often call this pattern a reverse brindle.If you want to find out what chimera means, check out the next horse color!Reverse Brindle Horse PhotoA chimera horse is extremely rare to the point that there have only been 2-3 horses
confirmed to be chimera. Most of the time horses assumed to be chimera are actually a somatic mutation.A true chimera is the result of two non-identical twin embryos that fuse into one single embryo very early on in the developmental stage.If the embryos were the same color, you wouldn’t know the horse was even a chimera.However, one embryo
is often a different color, which has the ability to give a chimera horse a striking appearance with a large patch of a different coat color somewhere on their body.In the case of a brindle horse, the chimera would be the unique stripes that make up the brindle pattern. One of the most well-known documented chimera horses is Dunbar’s Gold. He has
the brindle phenotype.However chimerism is much more common in species that have multiple offspring in a pregnancy. Where horses usually have one offspring at a time and it is very rare for a horse to have twins. This is why it is so rare.Bider markings were first discovered on some horses in 2007. They have only been seen on Przewalski and
Mongolian horses. Bider markings are heritable, and so far this type of marking has not been seen in other horse breeds.The Bider marking creates a lacing-type pattern that drapes over the withers or runs down the shoulder and neck of the horse.The markings can vary in shape and size and look very unique. They can appear symmetrical or
asymmetrical and can sometimes be quite intricate, similar to a sort of jigsaw puzzle.The colors of the markings can also vary, from white to black, grey, or even brown.Bider Markings Horse PhotoBloodspots are also known by several other names, such as bloodstains, bloodmarks, or a “bloody shoulder.” These are chestnut-colored markings that
appear on grey horses.This coloration is not due to anything genetic and can just appear.Darker colored horses can also have bloodmarks, but they are not as clear or noticeable as they are on a grey coat.If you've noticed a darker patch on your chesnut, that is likely a bloodspot!It is almost like your horse having a large birthmark.Manchado is an
incredibly rare horse color that was discovered only recently. This type of spotted coat is observed mostly in Argentina in breeds such as Thoroughbred, Arabian, Criollo, and Hackney. While the white spots of the manchado color have a faint resemblance to the appaloosa pattern, they are distinct in their form and location.The white spots on the
manchado coat are large, sharply defined, and scattered irregularly. The colored spots are also of various sizes, and have polygonal and asymmetric shapes. The minimal manifestation of the manchado color pattern is seen on the second horse in the image, which has white spots located in the top part of the neck, including the mane.In the maximally
expressed form of the manchado, the white region extends over the neck and body, usually without involving the head and legs. White leg marks are not typically found on horses with this coloration.A badger face marking is a rare non-genetic marking that is sometimes found on horses. It basically looks like a reverse blaze. Unlike the more common
blaze markings, badger face markings are the opposite. It is a solid color marking, usually the horse’s coat color, with a white marking that looks like a “U” along the solid color blaze, with the top of the “U” at the horse’s forehead and the bottom of the “U” at the horse’s muzzle.Badger Face Marking Horse PhotoThe rarest horse color or coat pattern
is either a chimera or a brindle, which is thought to be a type of chimera.Roaning patterns are not particularly rare. However, blue roans are the rarest out of the three main roan colors known as red roan, bay roan, and blue roan. There can be other color combinations when more genes are involved, such as palomino roan and buckskin roan. They
would be even more rare.Palomino paint horses are not considered rare, but they are more uncommon than standard palominos. Not only do they need a gene for the pinto pattern, but they also need the cream gene and the chestnut base coat color.Palomino horses are not a rare horse color. Many horse breeds can come in the palomino color.
However, it is a more uncommon color than the base coat colors chestnut, black, and bay.True white horses are very rare. Grey horses that have faded to a pure white color are common and often mistaken for white horses. White horses are born white and have pink skin, while grey horses are born their base color and gradually whiten as they age,
and they have blackish grey skin.All horses are beautiful, but those with these bold and unusual coat colors really stand out. This list of the rarest horse colors does not include all the rare colors and patterns out there in the equine world. Horse and pony coat genetics are very complicated, and there are many genes that can coincide. For example,
just about any color can be coupled with the gene for roaning.So be on the lookout for other rare colors not included in this list and share them with us in the comments!Cheers, KaceyP.S. Did you like this article? Gallop over to: Last updated: May 27, 2025By: Miles HenryFact Checked Horse colors are as fascinating as they are varied, revealing a
blend of genetics, breed history, and natural artistry-from classic bay and black to rare brindle and champagne. As a lifelong equestrian and horse color genetics enthusiast, I've spent years unraveling foal coats and studying color inheritance. My journey inspired this guide, crafted for new owners wondering why their colt is changing hue or breeders
planning vibrant foals. Dive in for a downloadable horse color chart, vivid photos, clear genetic insights, and tips to identify even the trickiest shades—all backed by research from UC Davis Veterinary Genetics Laboratory (UC Davis VGL) and the American Paint Horse Association. Share your horse’s hue in the comments and let’s explore the rainbow
of equine colors together! Four Quarter Horses showcasing their diverse coat colors: bay, chestnut, and buckskin. Every horse starts with a base color, shaped by core genes. Let’s meet the big three — bay, black, and chestnut — and explore how genetic mechanisms shape them in our Science of Horse Coat Colors: Deep Dive. Bay horses have a
reddish-brown body, black mane, tail, and legs. The Agouti gene keeps black to the “points.” Think Thoroughbreds thundering down tracks. A bay horse with a deep reddish-brown coat and black points heading to the track for training. Solid black coat, mane, and tail. Needs a strong “E” gene and no Agouti. Friesians shine jet-black in shows. Black
Friesian pulling a carriage. Chestnut horses have red or copper bodies, manes, and tails, sometimes with flaxen (light) accents. A recessive “e” gene skips black. Quarter Horses often sport this fiery hue. This young thoroughbred horse showcases the classic chestnut coat color, a rich, reddish-brown hue. Dilution genes and modifiers tweak base
colors, creating golden or smoky shades. Here’s how they paint the coat, as detailed in our Palomino Horse Guide. A golden body with a white mane and tail, caused by one Cream gene on a chestnut base. Palominos like this are often seen shining in parades, especially in breeds like the Quarter Horse. Two palomino horses with flaxen manes and tails
grazing peacefully in a green pasture. Tan/gold body, black points. One Cream gene on bay. Mustangs often roam with this rugged look. Learn more in our Buckskin Horse Guide. A classic buckskin horse with a tan coat and dark points jogging in the arena. Cremello and perlino are striking dilute colors resulting from the action of the cream gene
(CCr), and are often referred to as “double dilutes” because they inherit two copies of this gene. The cream gene has an incomplete dominant effect, meaning one copy creates a single dilute (like palomino or buckskin), while two copies produce a more extreme dilution. Cremello: This color occurs when a horse with a chestnut (ee) base coat inherits
two copies of the cream gene (CCr/CCr). The result is a horse with a light cream or near-white coat, pink skin, and blue eyes. The mane and tail are typically white or cream. Perlino: A perlino is produced when a horse with a bay (E_A ) base coat inherits two copies of the cream gene (CCr/CCr). These horses also have a light cream or off-white coat
and pink skin, but their mane, tail, and legs (points) may retain a slightly darker, often peach or coffee-colored, hue. They also have blue eyes. Smoky Cream: Similar to cremello and perlino, the smoky cream is the result of a double cream dilution (CCr/CCr) on a black (E_aa) base coat. These horses have a light cream or white coat, pink skin, and
blue eyes, and can be visually difficult to distinguish from cremellos and perlinos without genetic testing. Cremello horse in a field. A subtle single-dilute shade, Smoky Black pairs one Cream gene (Cr+) with a black base (E+ aa). It often looks like a faded black, so genetic testing may be needed to confirm. Dive deeper in our Color Genetics section.
Dun horses are tan or grayish, with a dorsal stripe and zebra-like markings. The Dun gene adds primitive vibes, seen in Norwegian Fjords. Distinctive leg barring is one of the primitive markings found on Dun horses. Shimmery gold, amber eyes. The Champagne gene sparkles in Tennessee Walkers. Amber champagne horse standing in a paddock.
Chocolate body, silver mane/tail. The Silver gene dazzles in Rocky Mountain Horses. Silver dapple horse and her foal trotting in a pasture. Sooty: Dark shading on toplines, like a smoky chestnut. Pangaré/Mealy: Pale muzzle or belly, common in Belgians. Flaxen: Light mane/tail on chestnuts, seen in Haflingers. Mushroom: Taupe shade in Shetlands,



super rare. Some horses flaunt standout patterns or rare hues, thanks to unique genes. These dazzlers steal the show, as explored in our Horse Color Genetics Explained. Born dark, lightens with age. The Gray gene turns Arabians snowy over time. Learn more in our Gray Horse Guide. Our dapple gray filly highlights the gradual lightening process of
gray horses. Bold white and colored patches. Tobiano or Overo genes create Paints, a breed with Quarter Horse roots. In the UK, these patterns are called Piebald (black and white) or Skewbald (any other color with white). Learn about Paint Horse colors and patterns in our detailed guide. A Paint horse showcasing bold white and bay patches with a
tobiano pattern. Spotted coat, mottled skin, striped hooves. The Leopard Complex gene dots Appaloosas. See more interesting information in our Appaloosa Horse Guide. Young Appaloosa horse with a striking blanket pattern resting on the plains. Roan horses have a mix of white and colored hairs. The Roan gene blends hues in Quarter Horses and
other breeds. Red roan Quarter Horse showing the striking mix of white hairs in its base coat. Brindle: Striped, tiger-like coat, ultra-rare in Mustangs. Pearl: Creamy sheen, seen in Andalusians. Dominant White: Pure white, rare in Arabians. Rabicano: White ticking at flanks, found in Thoroughbreds.Preserving these colors supports genetic diversity,
vital for horse health, per the Thoroughbred Breeders’ Association (Thoroughbred Breeders’ Association). Genes are the paintbrushes of horse coat colors. The MC1R gene sets red (chestnut) or black (bay, black), while Agouti steers black to points. A 2025 study found 30% of Saddlebreds carry the Cream gene, sparking palominos (Ludwig et al.,
2025). Dilution genes like Dun, Champagne, and Silver add stripes or shimmer, while pattern genes (Tobiano, Leopard Complex) splash spots or patches. Rare modifiers like mushroom (Shetlands) or rabicano (Thoroughbreds) add flair. Curious about speed genetics too? Check our Thoroughbred Genetics guide, backed by UC Davis VGL. Genetic
testing offers breeders insights into traits like speed and stamina. Horse colors shift over time. Gray horses lighten, turning dark foals snowy by age 10, common in Lipizzaners. Foals often sport fuzzy, lighter coats—chestnut babies may look pale. Sun bleaching fades black or bay to reddish-brown, especially in summer. These changes can trick
identification, so recheck as horses age. While most horse colors are simply beautiful, a few are linked to specific health risks. Here’s what to know: Always consult a veterinarian or genetics lab before breeding for or managing these colors. Now that you’ve explored horse colors, download our chart to keep these shades at your fingertips. Frame
overo foal. Certain horse breeds have specific color restrictions for registration, often reflecting the breed’s historical development and desired characteristics. Here’s a quick reference table: BreedAllowed ColorsDisallowed ColorsFriesiansBlack onlyChestnut, bayThoroughbredsBay, black, chestnutAppaloosa, pintoArabiansBay, chestnut, black, gray,
roanDun, champagne (purebreds)*PaintsPinto patternsSolid colors (no white)AppaloosasSpotted patternsSolid colors (no spots)*Note: Half-Arabians may exhibit champagne if crossed with breeds carrying the gene. A stunning jet-black Thoroughbred racehorse with a glossy coat. Want a quick way to spot horse coat colors? Download our printable
Horse Color Chart, packed with color swatches, genetic codes, and breed examples like bay Thoroughbreds and spotted Appaloosas. Preview it below to see shades from chestnut to champagne. Printable Horse Color Genetics Chart: 15 Common Coat Colors with Swatches & Codes horse color chart (7)Download Now that you’ve seen the chart, let’s
learn how to identify these colors on your horse in the next section. Spotting a horse’s color can be a puzzle! Here’s how to crack it: Check the Base: Is the body reddish (chestnut), reddish with black legs (bay), or solid black? Dark bay vs. black is tricky—look for reddish hairs at the muzzle or flanks on bays. Spot Dilutions: Golden coats (palomino,
buckskin) or creamy shades (cremello) mean a dilution gene is at play. Find Patterns: White patches (pinto), spots (appaloosa), or mixed white hairs (roan) add flair. Note Extras: Sooty shading darkens toplines, flaxen lightens manes, or pangaré pales bellies. Consider Age: Foals may be fuzzy, and older horses gray out. Try our interactive tool: Select
“golden body, white mane” to see palomino, or “spotted rump” for appaloosa. It’s mobile-friendly and fun! Compare photos below to spot a sooty chestnut vs. a bay. Curious about horse colors, genetics, or identifying tricky patterns? Explore our most frequently asked questions below for quick answers and expert insights. Yes, gray horses lighten as
they age, but most other colors remain stable. Coat colors result from a combination of base colors and modifier genes. Yes, absolutely! This is because horses can carry recessive genes that are not visually expressed in their own coat color but can be passed on to their offspring. When two horses carrying the same recessive gene breed, there’s a
chance the foal will inherit two copies of that gene, resulting in a different color. Brindle and dominant white, followed by mushroom and pearl, are super rare. Base genes set red or black; dilution and spotting genes add gold or patches. Think you’ve mastered horse coat colors?Test your knowledge with this quick quiz! From base shades to rare
patterns, see how much you remember—and learn something new along the way. Dun Quarter Horse foal with a distinctive dorsal stripe, a hallmark of the dun gene. Horse coat colors are more than just beautiful—they tell a story of genetics, history, and personality. Whether you’re identifying your foal’s shade or breeding for color, understanding
coat patterns makes all the difference. Download our free Horse Color Chart, try the interactive quiz, and tell us in the comments: What’s the most unique coat color you’ve seen—or what color is your own horse? Keep exploring with our Palomino Horse Guide or dive into Thoroughbred Genetics to see how color connects to performance and
pedigree. UC Davis Veterinary Genetics Laboratory - Horse Coat Color TestsThe gold standard for equine color genetics, with explanations of color genes and links to DNA testing services. American Paint Horse Association (APHA) - Color & Pattern GuideDetailed descriptions and photo galleries of Paint and pinto patterns, plus registration
requirements. The Horse - Understanding Equine Coat ColorsA concise overview of the science behind horse colors, including health considerations and genetic basics. International Museum of the Horse - Horse Colors & MarkingsA visual and historical resource on coat colors, patterns, and their significance across breeds and cultures.
Thoroughbred Breeders’ Association - Genetics & Color DiversityInsights into how color genetics impact breed diversity and health, with a focus on Thoroughbreds. AQHA (American Quarter Horse Association) - Color & Markings ChartOfficial guide to Quarter Horse colors, including registration rules and color genetics. HorseRacingSense.com -
Palomino Horse GuideIn-depth guide to palomino genetics, care, and breed eligibility, ideal for those interested in dilutions. HorseRacingSense.com - Thoroughbred GeneticsExplores how genetics influence both color and performance in Thoroughbred horses. HorseRacingSense.com - Buckskin Horse GuideEverything you need to know about
buckskin horses, from genetics to breed standards. HorseRacingSense.com - Appaloosa Horse GuideA deep dive into Appaloosa patterns, genetic testing, and history. Downloadable Horse Color Chart (PDF)A printable chart featuring 15 common coat colors, genetic codes, and breed examples—perfect for quick reference. Equine Genetic Testing
Labs: UC Davis VGL Animal Genetics, Inc. Recommended Reading: Tip: For the most accurate color identification and breeding predictions, consult with your veterinarian or a genetics lab before making decisions. About the Author: Miles Henry Lifelong Horseman | Racehorse Owner | Published Author Miles Henry brings over 25 years of hands-on
experience training and owning Thoroughbred racehorses. Raised with Quarter Horses and Appaloosas, he’s spent a lifetime learning from horses—on the track, in the barn, and in the field. Today, he runs a small but successful racing stable in Louisiana and shares real-world insights on HorseRacingSense.com, helping horse owners, fans, and
bettors navigate the sport with confidence. Books: View Miles’s books on Amazon » Podcast Guest: Animal Tales Ep. 32 | YouTube Interview Newsletter: Sign up for racing tips and horse care advice » Follow Miles: Twitter | Facebook | YouTube



