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Yes,	there	are	still	explorers	today.	While	the	traditional	idea	of	discovering	uncharted	territories	may	be	less	common,	modern-day	explorers	continue	to	embark	on	adventures	and	document	their	experiences	in	various	fields.Can	you	still	be	an	explorer?Absolutely!	The	spirit	of	exploration	is	alive	and	well	in	the	world.	While	the	traditional	idea	of
discovering	uncharted	territories	may	be	less	common	today,	there	are	still	plenty	of	opportunities	for	exploration.What	famous	explorers	are	still	alive?There	are	several	famous	explorers	who	are	still	alive	today.	Some	notable	examples	include	Ross	Edgley,	a	British	swimmer	known	for	setting	the	record	for	swimming	around	Britain,	and	Ranulph
Fiennes,	a	renowned	British	explorer	who	has	accomplished	various	expeditions.	Other	famous	explorers	who	are	still	alive	include	Nirmal	Purja,	Brian	Kakuk,	Ocean	Ramsey,	and	Preet	Chandi.Who	are	current	famous	explorers?There	are	many	modern-day	adventurers	who	are	recognized	as	famous	explorers.	Some	of	them	include	Jessica	Watson,	a
circumnavigator;	Eric	Larson,	a	polar	explorer;	David	de	Rothschild,	a	voyager;	and	Andrew	Skurka,	an	Alaska-Yukon	explorer.Are	there	still	adventurers	today?Yes,	there	are	still	adventurers	today	who	embark	on	thrilling	journeys	in	various	locations.	From	exploring	the	depths	of	the	sea	to	venturing	into	outer	space,	modern-day	adventurers
continue	to	push	the	boundaries	of	exploration.Explorers	Cancelled	until	after	2.2There	is	no	information	available	to	specifically	address	this	statement.What	do	explorers	do	today?Modern-day	explorers	focus	more	on	documenting	their	findings	and	experiences	rather	than	collecting	artifacts.	They	share	their	adventures	in	a	more	sustainable	and
responsible	fashion,	using	various	mediums	such	as	photography,	journalism,	and	online	platforms.How	do	I	become	an	explorer?To	pursue	a	career	as	an	explorer	with	organizations	like	Discovery	or	National	Geographic,	it	is	advisable	to	gain	relevant	education	and	experience	in	fields	such	as	environmental	science,	anthropology,	journalism,	or
photography.	This	will	provide	a	solid	foundation	for	exploring	and	documenting	various	aspects	of	the	world.Who	is	the	worlds	greatest	explorer?Sir	Ranulph	Fiennes	is	often	regarded	as	the	worlds	greatest	living	explorer.	He	holds	several	records	and	has	achieved	remarkable	feats,	including	traveling	around	the	worlds	surface	vertically	and
crossing	both	the	North	and	South	Poles.Are	there	any	female	explorers?Yes,	there	have	been	and	continue	to	be	female	explorers.	One	of	the	most	famous	female	explorers	is	Sacagawea,	who	aided	Lewis	and	Clark	on	their	expedition	through	the	Louisiana	Territory.	There	are	many	other	notable	female	explorers	who	have	made	significant
contributions	to	the	field.Who	is	the	most	famous	living	explorer?Sir	Ranulph	Fiennes	is	considered	one	of	the	most	famous	living	explorers.	He	has	accomplished	numerous	expeditions	and	holds	records	for	his	achievements.	His	adventurous	spirit	and	remarkable	feats	have	garnered	widespread	recognition.What	famous	explorer	was	killed	by
natives?Captain	James	Cook,	the	renowned	English	explorer	and	navigator,	was	killed	by	Native	Hawaiians	during	his	third	visit	to	the	Pacific	island	group	on	February	14,	1779.Who	is	the	most	famous	traveler?Marco	Polo,	the	thirteenth-century	Venetian	explorer,	is	often	regarded	as	one	of	the	most	famous	historical	travelers.	His	travels	along	the
Silk	Road	and	his	detailed	accounts	of	his	adventures	have	made	him	an	iconic	figure	in	the	history	of	exploration.Who	are	4	famous	explorers?There	have	been	many	famous	explorers	throughout	history.	Four	notable	examples	include	Christopher	Columbus,	Ferdinand	Magellan,	Vasco	de	Gama,	and	Sir	Francis	Drake.	Each	of	these	explorers	played
a	significant	role	in	expanding	geographical	knowledge	and	opening	up	new	trade	routes.How	long	do	explorers	last?The	duration	of	an	explorers	career	can	vary	greatly	depending	on	their	field	of	exploration	and	individual	circumstances.	While	there	is	no	set	time	limit,	some	explorers	have	had	careers	that	spanned	several	decades,	while	others
may	have	shorter	periods	of	active	exploration.Are	there	any	black	explorers?Yes,	there	have	been	black	explorers	throughout	history	who	have	made	significant	contributions	to	the	field.	One	example	is	Matthew	Henson,	who	was	part	of	Robert	Pearys	expeditions	to	the	North	Pole.	Hensons	skills	as	a	skilled	sailor	and	navigator	were	invaluable	to
the	success	of	the	expeditions.Who	was	the	first	woman	to	explore	the	world?Jeanne	Barret	is	often	recognized	as	the	first	woman	to	have	circumnavigated	the	globe.	During	1766	to	1769,	she	disguised	herself	as	a	man	and	joined	an	expedition,	becoming	the	first	woman	to	sail	around	the	world.Who	was	the	first	woman	explorer	in	the	world?Jeanne
Baret	holds	the	distinction	of	being	the	first	woman	to	sail	around	the	world.	During	the	years	1766	to	1769,	she	disguised	herself	as	a	man	and	joined	an	expedition,	making	her	the	worlds	first	woman	explorer.Who	discovered	Antarctica?Admiral	Fabian	Gottlieb	von	Bellingshausen	was	one	of	the	first	explorers	to	spot	Antarctica.	However,
Englishman	William	Smith	holds	the	credit	for	discovering	the	first	land	south	of	the	parallel	60	south	latitude	in	the	South	Shetlands	archipelago.Who	was	the	first	explorer	in	America?Christopher	Columbus,	an	Italian	explorer,	is	often	credited	with	being	the	first	explorer	to	reach	the	Americas	in	1492.	Although	his	arrival	was	unintentional,	it
marked	a	significant	moment	in	history.Who	is	the	most	famous	American	explorer?There	have	been	several	famous	American	explorers	throughout	history.	Some	notable	examples	include	Hernando	de	Soto,	Francisco	Pizarro,	Henry	Hudson,	Jacques	Cartier,	Sir	Francis	Drake,	John	Smith,	Juan	Ponce	de	Leon,	and	Meriwether	Lewis	and	William
Clark.	Each	of	these	explorers	made	significant	contributions	to	the	exploration	and	colonization	of	various	regions.What	is	the	mentality	of	an	explorer?The	mentality	of	an	explorer	is	characterized	by	curiosity,	courage,	discipline,	persistence,	discernment,	logic,	creativity,	humor,	playfulness,	compassion,	humility,	an	adventurous	spirit,	skepticism,
and	wonder.	These	qualities	fuel	their	desire	to	explore	and	discover	new	knowledge	and	experiences.Can	you	make	money	being	an	explorer?Yes,	it	is	possible	to	make	money	as	an	explorer.	There	are	various	paths	into	academia,	writing,	speaking,	and	business	that	can	provide	monetary	opportunities	for	explorers.	Many	modern	explorers	have
found	ways	to	monetize	their	adventures	through	sponsorships,	book	deals,	speaking	engagements,	and	partnerships	with	brands	interested	in	adventure	and	exploration.	Humans	have	always	been	driven	to	explore	the	unknown,	to	discover	new	lands,	seek	out	riches	and	knowledge,	and	push	the	boundaries	of	our	maps.	But	perhaps	no	period	in
history	was	more	shaped	by	the	restless	spirit	of	exploration	than	the	Age	of	Discovery	from	the	15th	to	17th	centuries.	During	this	era,	European	explorers	took	to	the	seas	in	search	of	trade	routes,	colonies,	and	the	glory	of	being	the	first	to	find	new	lands.	In	the	process,	they	redrew	the	map	of	the	world,	connected	distant	civilizations	for	the	first
time,	and	set	in	motion	the	forces	of	globalization	and	empire-building	that	still	shape	our	world	today.The	individuals	who	led	these	expeditions	became	the	celebrities	of	their	day,	men	whose	daring	exploits	and	incredible	discoveries	captured	the	popular	imagination.	Some,	like	Christopher	Columbus	and	Ferdinand	Magellan,	are	household	names
whose	feats	are	recounted	in	every	history	textbook.	Others,	like	Zheng	He	and	Bartolomeu	Dias,	are	less	well-known	but	no	less	important	in	expanding	the	horizons	of	human	knowledge.	Collectively,	these	explorers	charted	the	coasts	of	dozens	of	new	lands,	crossed	uncharted	oceans,	navigated	unmapped	rivers,	and	trekked	across	hostile	deserts
and	jungles.	They	filled	in	the	blank	spaces	on	European	maps	of	the	world,	spaces	that	had	once	been	marked	with	the	tantalizing	phrase	"here	be	dragons."	In	doing	so,	they	also	came	into	contact	with	indigenous	peoples	and	cultures,	initiating	exchanges	of	crops,	diseases,	technologies	and	ideas	that	transformed	the	world	forever.So	who	were	the
most	important	and	influential	explorers	in	history?	Here	is	a	list	of	25	individuals	whose	achievements	stand	out	as	extraordinary	feats	of	courage,	navigational	skill,	and	sheer	determination	to	push	back	the	borders	of	the	known	world:1.	Marco	Polo	(1254-1324)The	Venetian	merchant	Marco	Polo	was	one	of	the	first	Europeans	to	chronicle	the
wonders	of	the	Far	East.	He	traveled	across	Asia	for	24	years	starting	in	1271,	including	17	years	in	China	as	a	guest	of	the	great	Mongol	emperor	Kublai	Khan.	His	famous	book	"The	Travels	of	Marco	Polo"	unveiled	the	mysteries	of	China	and	inspired	generations	of	explorers	to	follow	in	his	footsteps.	Though	some	parts	may	have	been	exaggerated,
Polos	account	was	one	of	the	most	influential	travel	journals	in	history,	whetting	Europes	appetite	for	the	riches	of	the	East.	As	historian	John	Larner	notes	in	his	biography	"Marco	Polo	and	the	Discovery	of	the	World,"	Polos	travels	"was	the	one	through	which	the	Western	world,	when	it	had	the	interest	and	the	power,	would	confront	the	legendary
Orient."2.	Zheng	He	(1371-1433)A	century	before	Columbus,	this	Muslim	eunuch	admiral	commanded	the	mightiest	fleet	the	world	had	ever	seen.	From	1405	to	1433,	Zheng	He	led	seven	treasure	voyages	from	China	as	far	as	Africa	and	the	Middle	East	with	ships	up	to	400	feet	long.	His	armada	of	300	vessels	and	27,000	men	dwarfed	the	fleets	of
Columbus	and	Da	Gama.	As	historian	Louise	Levathes	describes	in	"When	China	Ruled	the	Seas,"	Zheng	Hes	voyages	"projected	the	Dragon	Thrones	hegemony	from	the	China	Sea	to	the	Indian	Ocean	and	initiated	a	vigorous	period	of	commercial	and	cultural	exchange."	But	China	soon	turned	inward	and	dismantled	its	navy,	leaving	the	seas	to	the
Europeans.3.	Henry	the	Navigator	(1394-1460)This	visionary	Portuguese	prince	launched	the	Age	of	Discovery	by	sponsoring	dozens	of	expeditions	along	the	uncharted	west	coast	of	Africa	starting	in	the	1420s.	Though	he	never	went	on	a	voyage	himself,	Henrys	naval	school	and	exploration	program	laid	the	foundation	for	Portugals	seafaring	empire.
His	captains	pushed	farther	and	farther	south,	rounding	Cape	Bojador	in	1434	and	reaching	all	the	way	to	the	Gulf	of	Guinea	by	his	death	in	1460.	Henry	opened	the	door	for	other	explorers	like	Bartolomeu	Dias	to	eventually	round	the	southern	tip	of	Africa	and	find	a	sea	route	to	India.4.	Christopher	Columbus	(1451-1506)Arguably	the	most	famous
explorer	of	all	time,	the	Italian	navigator	Christopher	Columbus	set	out	in	1492	to	find	a	western	route	to	Asia.	Instead,	he	landed	in	the	Bahamas,	becoming	the	first	European	to	reach	the	Americas	since	the	Vikings	500	years	earlier.	In	four	epic	voyages	from	1492	to	1504,	Columbus	sailed	to	the	Caribbean	and	South	America,	establishing	Spains
first	New	World	colonies	and	setting	off	a	wave	of	conquest.	Though	he	died	thinking	he	had	found	Asia,	Columbus	accidental	discovery	was,	in	the	words	of	historian	Felipe	Fernndez-Armesto,	"the	most	spectacular	geographical	error	in	history."	His	voyages	marked	the	beginning	of	the	Columbian	Exchange	of	crops,	animals	and	diseases	between
the	hemispheres,	and	initiated	the	era	of	European	colonization	of	the	Americas.5.	Vasco	da	Gama	(1460s-1524)In	1498,	this	Portuguese	explorer	became	the	first	European	to	reach	India	by	sea,	opening	up	a	lucrative	spice	trade	route	around	Africa.	Da	Gamas	discovery	of	a	sea	passage	to	India	allowed	Portugal	to	break	the	monopoly	of	Arab	and
Italian	spice	merchants.	By	seizing	control	of	the	Indian	Ocean	trade,	Portugal	emerged	as	Europes	first	global	empire	in	the	16th	century.	Da	Gama	made	two	more	voyages	to	India	in	1502	and	1524,	securing	Portugals	foothold	in	the	subcontinent.	His	expeditions,	in	the	words	of	historian	Sanjay	Subrahmanyam,	"definitively	shifted	the	balance	of
world	trade	towards	the	Europeans	and	made	the	Indian	Ocean	part	of	a	world	system	for	the	first	time."6.	Ferdinand	Magellan	(1480-1521)	&	Juan	Sebastin	Elcano	(1476-1526)The	Portuguese	navigator	Ferdinand	Magellan	set	out	in	1519	with	a	fleet	of	five	ships	to	find	a	western	route	to	the	Spice	Islands.	Though	Magellan	was	killed	in	the
Philippines	in	1521,	his	expedition	completed	the	first	circumnavigation	of	the	globe	under	the	command	of	the	Basque	navigator	Juan	Sebastin	Elcano	in	1522.	Their	epic	three-year	voyage	covered	over	50,000	miles,	crossed	three	oceans,	and	discovered	the	strait	between	South	America	and	Antarctica	that	bears	Magellans	name.	In	the	process,
they	conclusively	proved	the	Earth	was	round	and	far	vaster	than	previously	imagined.	As	historian	Laurence	Bergreen	notes	in	his	book	"Over	the	Edge	of	the	World,"	Magellans	expedition	"forever	altered	the	Western	worlds	ideas	about	cosmology,	geography,	and	the	nature	of	the	planet	itself."7.	Giovanni	da	Verrazzano	(1485-1528)In	1524,	this
Florentine	navigator	led	the	first	French	expedition	to	North	America	in	search	of	a	Northwest	Passage	through	the	continent.	Though	he	failed	to	find	it,	Verrazzano	explored	over	2,000	miles	of	the	Atlantic	coast	from	the	Carolinas	to	Nova	Scotia,	making	the	first	European	contact	with	what	would	become	the	United	States.	He	entered	New	York
Harbor,	which	he	called	a	"lake,"	and	was	the	first	European	to	see	Narragansett	Bay.	His	brothers	famous	map	of	the	voyage,	published	in	1529,	was	the	first	to	label	the	new	continent	as	"America."	Verrazzano	gave	France	its	initial	claim	to	Canada	and	inspired	further	French	exploration	of	the	New	World.8.	Hernando	de	Soto	(1500-1542)This
Spanish	conquistador,	already	a	veteran	of	expeditions	in	Nicaragua	and	Peru,	landed	in	Florida	in	1539	on	a	quest	for	gold	and	glory.	Over	the	next	three	years,	de	Sotos	expedition	of	over	600	men	trekked	4,000	miles	across	the	Southeast,	becoming	the	first	Europeans	to	cross	the	Mississippi	River,	the	Appalachian	Mountains,	and	reach	Arkansas
and	Louisiana.	Though	they	found	no	cities	of	gold,	de	Sotos	men	mapped	much	of	the	southern	United	States	and	left	the	first	written	records	of	many	Native	American	tribes.	But	they	also	decimated	indigenous	populations	with	violence	and	European	diseases	wherever	they	went.	De	Soto	himself	died	of	a	fever	on	the	banks	of	the	Mississippi	in
1542.	His	body	was	weighted	with	sand	and	sunk	in	the	river	he	discovered	lest	"the	Indians	would	abuse	the	body."9.	Sir	Francis	Drake	(1540-1596)The	English	sea	captain	Sir	Francis	Drake	was	the	first	of	his	countrymen	to	circumnavigate	the	globe	and	see	the	Pacific	Ocean.	In	his	famous	voyage	of	1577-1580,	Drake	sailed	through	the
treacherous	Strait	of	Magellan	and	up	the	coasts	of	Chile	and	Peru,	plundering	Spanish	ships	and	mapping	the	California	coast.	Drakes	daring	exploits	as	a	privateer	helped	break	the	Spanish	monopoly	of	the	New	World	and	ushered	in	an	era	of	English	colonization	and	piracy	in	the	Americas.	His	successful	circumnavigation,	in	the	words	of
contemporary	biographer	John	Cummins,	"was	an	achievement	that	seemed	to	herald	a	glorious	future	for	his	nation"	and	paved	the	way	for	England	to	become	a	global	maritime	power.10.	Henry	Hudson	(1565-1611)In	four	voyages	from	1607-1611,	the	English	navigator	Henry	Hudson	relentlessly	searched	for	a	Northwest	Passage	to	Asia	through
the	ice	and	islands	of	the	North	Atlantic.	He	explored	the	Hudson	River,	Hudson	Bay	and	Hudson	Strait,	sailed	farther	north	than	any	previous	navigator,	and	was	the	first	to	winter	in	the	Canadian	Arctic.	But	his	single-minded	pursuit	of	a	route	to	China	ended	in	tragedy	in	1611,	when	his	crew	mutinied	and	set	Hudson,	his	son	and	seven	crewmen
adrift	on	a	small	boat,	never	to	be	seen	again.	Though	he	failed	to	find	the	passage,	Hudsons	discoveries	opened	up	the	North	American	interior	to	the	fur	trade	and	Dutch	settlement,	and	"merited	him	a	lasting	place	in	the	annals	of	exploration,"	according	to	historian	Clements	R.	Markham.11.	James	Cook	(1728-1779)The	preeminent	explorer	of	the
18th	century,	British	naval	captain	James	Cook	led	three	epic	voyages	that	filled	in	more	of	the	world	map	than	anyone	else	in	history.	From	1768	to	1779,	Cook	sailed	over	150,000	miles,	circumnavigated	the	globe	twice,	and	touched	all	seven	continents.	He	charted	the	coasts	of	New	Zealand,	eastern	Australia,	and	the	Hawaiian	Islands	in	the
Pacific,	as	well	as	searching	for	the	mythical	southern	continent	of	Antarctica	and	the	Northwest	Passage	in	the	Arctic.	He	also	made	the	first	European	contact	with	the	aboriginal	peoples	of	Australia	and	the	islands	of	the	South	Pacific.	Cooks	voyages,	in	the	assessment	of	historian	J.C.	Beaglehole,	"added	a	hemisphere	to	the	world	and	removed	the
imaginary	southern	continent	from	the	map,	brought	to	an	end	the	fear	of	the	great	south	sea,	andrevealed	the	Pacific	for	the	first	time	in	history."12.	Meriwether	Lewis	(1774-1809)	&	William	Clark	(1770-1838)After	the	United	States	doubled	its	territory	with	the	Louisiana	Purchase	in	1803,	President	Thomas	Jefferson	dispatched	his	secretary
Meriwether	Lewis	and	frontiersman	William	Clark	to	find	a	navigable	water	route	to	the	Pacific.	In	an	epic	two-and-a-half-year	journey	from	1804-1806,	Lewis	and	Clark	led	the	Corps	of	Discovery	up	the	Missouri	River,	over	the	Rocky	Mountains,	and	down	the	Columbia	River	to	the	Pacific	Ocean	and	back.	Along	the	way	they	mapped	the	American
West,	recorded	178	plants	and	122	animals	unknown	to	science,	and	encountered	nearly	50	Native	American	tribes.	In	historian	Stephen	Ambroses	assessment,	"Lewis	and	Clarks	expedition	was	the	greatest	camping	trip	of	all	time,	and	it	was	so	much	more	a	voyage	of	discovery	that	would	open	up	the	American	West."13.	David	Livingstone	(1813-
1873)The	Scottish	missionary	and	explorer	David	Livingstone	spent	over	three	decades	charting	the	"unknown"	interior	of	Africa	and	preaching	the	gospel	to	indigenous	peoples.	His	explorations	filled	in	large	portions	of	the	European	map	of	central	and	southern	Africa,	and	he	was	the	first	European	to	see	Victoria	Falls	and	Lake	Malawi.	He
developed	close	relations	with	many	African	chiefs	and	worked	to	end	the	East	African	slave	trade.	When	Livingstone	disappeared	in	the	heart	of	Africa	for	6	years,	the	New	York	Herald	sent	journalist	Henry	Morton	Stanley	to	find	him,	resulting	in	their	famous	meeting	in	1871.	Livingstone,	wrote	Stanley,	was	"a	man	whose	fame	was	literally
worldwidethe	one	man	I	had	been	sent	to	find	and	relieve	if	living,	to	bury	if	dead,"	representing	the	Victorian	ideal	of	a	lone	explorer	sacrificing	himself	for	geographic	knowledge	and	the	salvation	of	Africans.14.	Robert	Peary	(1856-1920)After	seven	grueling	Arctic	expeditions	full	of	hardship	and	controversy,	American	explorer	Robert	Peary	claimed
to	be	the	first	to	reach	the	North	Pole	on	April	6,	1909.	Whether	he	actually	made	it	to	the	pole	or	missed	it	by	a	few	miles	is	still	debated	today.	But	Pearys	30	years	of	explorations	greatly	increased	geographic	knowledge	of	the	Arctic	and	its	native	peoples.	He	pioneered	the	use	of	Inuit	survival	techniques,	dogsleds	and	support	teams	to	push	farther
north	than	anyone	before	him.	Even	if	he	didnt	plant	the	American	flag	at	exactly	90	degrees	north,	Peary	came	closer	to	the	pole	than	anyone	else	and	closed	the	book	on	300	years	of	Arctic	exploration.	In	historian	Pierre	Bertons	words,	"What	Peary	accomplished	in	those	regionswas	one	of	the	supreme	feats	of	all	time."15.	Roald	Amundsen	(1872-
1928)The	greatest	polar	explorer	of	the	20th	century,	Norwegian	Roald	Amundsen	was	the	first	to	sail	the	Northwest	Passage,	the	first	to	reach	the	South	Pole,	and	the	first	to	fly	over	the	North	Pole.	In	1903-1906,	Amundsen	navigated	the	Gja	through	the	icy	labyrinth	of	the	Canadian	Arctic	Archipelago,	succeeding	where	so	many	had	failed	before
him.	Then	in	1911,	Amundsen	and	four	companions	raced	the	British	naval	officer	Robert	Falcon	Scott	to	be	the	first	to	stand	at	the	bottom	of	the	world.	Using	sled	dogs	and	skis,	Amundsen	beat	Scott	to	the	South	Pole	by	five	weeks.	He	later	made	pioneering	flights	over	the	North	Pole	in	1925	and	1926.	In	71	days	in	1918-1920,	Amundsen	also
sailed	through	the	Northeast	Passage,	completing	the	first	circumnavigation	of	the	Arctic	Ocean.	He	died	in	1928	when	his	plane	crashed	into	the	sea	while	searching	for	a	downed	Italian	airship.	In	the	estimation	of	historian	Roland	Huntford,	Amundsen	"was	perhaps	the	greatest	polar	explorer	of	all	time."Over	the	centuries,	the	worlds	most
important	explorers	expanded	the	boundaries	of	human	knowledge	through	courage,	curiosity,	and	sheer	force	of	will.	Facing	unimaginable	dangers	in	hostile	environments,	these	individuals	filled	in	the	blank	spaces	on	the	map,	brought	distant	lands	and	cultures	into	contact,	and	reshaped	history.	Today,	more	than	500	years	after	the	first
circumnavigation	of	the	globe,	it	may	feel	like	there	are	no	new	continents	or	seas	left	to	discover.	But	the	same	restless	spirit	that	animated	Marco	Polo	and	Magellan	still	beats	in	the	heart	of	humanity.	Where	explorers	once	sailed	the	oceans	and	trekked	the	jungles,	we	now	dive	into	the	atom	and	blast	into	outer	space	in	the	never-ending	quest	to
explore	the	next	frontier	of	the	unknown.	As	long	as	that	impulse	to	discover	endures,	the	legacy	of	historys	greatest	explorers	will	live	on.	Photo:	Nui	Rattapon	The	age	of	the	explorer,	some	would	argue,	is	over.	We	live	in	a	world	where	satellites	can	take	photos	of	peoples	faces	from	space,	where	the	highest	heights	of	land	and	deepest	depths	of
ocean	have	been	explored,	where	novelty	and	discovery	are	often	nostalgically	regarded	as	a	relic	of	the	twinkling	past,	the	good	old	days.But	exploration	is	not	over	humans	will	always	find	ways	to	go	beyond	what	went	before.	In	fact,	Id	argue	that	this	is	the	essential	impulse	of	life:	to	strive	for	a	state	of	deeper	being	and	deeper	understanding.	The
difference	that	the	21st	century	has	brought,	it	seems,	is	that	explorers	must	now	do	more	than	merely	visit	some	unseen	place;	they	must	find	the	meaning	therein,	and	share	that	meaning	with	the	world.These	five	contemporary	explorers	have	heeded	the	call	to	the	wild.	They	have	proven	their	knack	for	adventure.	But	more	importantly,	they	are
bringing	to	light	some	of	the	most	important	issues	we	face	as	a	global	society.Eru	aboard	his	23	foot	ocean	rowboat,	Calderdale,	in	the	Indian	Ocean.Erden	EruAt	41	years	old,	after	an	education	in	engineering	and	a	long	career	in	consulting,	Erden	Eru	left	his	so-called	real	job	to	pursue	his	passion	for	human-powered	outdoor	adventures.For	his
warm-up	journey,	Eru	loaded	a	touring	bicycle	and	trailer	up	with	the	necessary	high-altitude	mountaineering	gear	and	set	out	from	his	home	in	Seattle	in	February	2003.	He	rode	up	to	the	edge	of	Denali	National	Park,	snowshoed	in	to	the	Kahiltna	Glacier	base	camp,	and	climbed	to	the	summit	of	Denali	on	29	May	2003.	Then	he	loaded	up	his	kit	and
rode	home.Erus	kit	loaded	onto	his	touring	bicycle.	Photo:	Michael	HeintzmanThus	began	his	Six	Summits	Project,	with	the	goal	to	climb	the	highest	peaks	on	every	continent	except	Antarctica	after	reaching	them	by	human	power	alone.	The	effort	was	inspired	by	the	death	of	Erus	climbing	partner,	Gran	Kropp.Beginning	in	1995,	Kropp	rode	a
bicycle	from	his	native	Sweden	to	Nepal	and	climbed	Mount	Everest.	Several	years	later,	Kropp	was	tragically	killed	in	a	climbing	accident	in	Washington	in	2002,	Eru	was	belaying	him	when	he	fell	60	feet	after	a	piece	of	protection	didnt	hold	and	a	carabiner	broke.Inspired	by	Kropp	and	driven	by	his	own	unfathomable	motivations,	on	July	10,	2007
Erden	Eru	set	out	to	become	the	first	person	to	circumnavigate	the	globe	by	human	power	alone.	The	first	312	days	were	dedicated	to	rowing	across	the	Pacific	Ocean,	from	California	to	Australia.	Eventually	successful,	his	incredible	solo	journey	covered	41,196	miles	by	rowboat,	sea	kayak,	touring	bicycle,	and	foot.He	started	a	non-profit
organization,	Around-n-Over,	with	the	aim	of	educating	children	around	the	world	through	his	travels	and	raising	money	for	various	charities.Along	the	way	Eru	took	side	trips	to	climb	Mount	Kosziusko	in	Australia	and	Mount	Kilimanjaro	in	Africa,	and	has	so	far	completed	half	of	his	Six	Summits	Project.With	the	summits	Elbrus,	Aconcagua,	and
Everest	remaining,	Erden	Eru	has	much	more	adventuring	ahead	of	him.As	so	eloquently	stated	on	Around-n-Over.org:	Why	is	it	that	we	accept	as	final	our	boundaries,	and	never	reach	beyond	them?FollowErden	Eru	on	Instagram.Photo:	Shifting	IceKt	MillerI	met	Kt	Miller	on	a	skinning	trip	in	Cooke	City,	Montana	last	winter.	After	a	week	with	a
crowd	of	grungy	mountain	men	I	was	instantly	taken	by	her	effervescent	personality	and	thoughtful	optimism.	Little	did	I	know,	Miller	is	an	incredibly	talented	skier	and	photographer	on	the	verge	of	redefining	much	of	the	ski	industry.Miller	has	found	her	way	into	photographing	some	of	skiings	most	innovative	expeditions	in	the	past	few	yearsAlaska
and	Romania	and	her	native	Beartooth	Mountains	outside	of	her	hometown	of	Bozeman,	Montana.	She	claims	that	before	she	was	six	months	old	she	was	skiing	around	Bridger	Bowl	in	her	dads	backpack;	now,	at	24,	Miller	is	a	leading	light	in	the	big	mountain	ski	world.Miller	ripping	couloirs	in	the	Alps	of	Romania.	Photo:	Beau	Fredlund	viaShifting
IceAfter	a	stint	in	photography	school	Miller	made	her	way	back	to	the	mountains	and	found	a	way	to	unite	her	passion	for	skiing	with	camera	in	hand.	It	didnt	take	long	for	me	to	realize	why	she	has	been	called	on	by	some	of	the	industrys	biggest	playersBackcountry	Magazine,	Patagonia,	Zeal:	I	just	needed	to	try	to	keep	up	with	her	leading	the	crew
up	the	skin	track.	Her	hard	work	and	talent	have	landed	her	sponsorships	from	Dynafit	and	Lowepro.Pack	ice	in	Greenland.	Photo:	Kt	Miller	viaShifting	IceMiller	is	more	than	a	solid	photographer	who	can	rip,	though.	Along	with	her	positive	attitude,	she	brings	a	thoughtfulness	and	respect	for	the	mountains	into	every	project;	rather	than	bigger,
higher,	harder,	she	considers	the	meaning	behind	her	objectives.In	Spring	2014,	Miller	was	a	member	of	the	all-female	Shifting	Ice,	Changing	Tides	expedition.	The	five	set	sail	from	Iceland,	bound	for	Greenland.	The	purpose	of	the	journey	was	to	document	and	raise	awareness	of	climate	change	and	to	ski	first	descents	on	the	island	of	Greenland,	all
while	inspiring	other	women	to	adventure	and	explore.Kt	Miller	has	a	long	career	ahead	of	her	keep	an	eye	on	this	one.Follow	Kt	Miller	on	Instagram.Matt	RutherfordMatt	Rutherford	had	a	rough	childhood.	Growing	up	in	Annapolis,	he	struggled	with	learning	disabilities	and	acted	out.	At	17,	he	found	himself	sitting	in	a	jail	cell	contemplating	his	life
trajectory.	Some	switch	flipped	and	he	decided	to	commit	blindly:	Rutherford	bought	a	sailboat	off	the	internet	and	taught	himself	how	to	sail.	Four	years	later	he	embarked	on	a	successful	double	trans-Atlantic	single-handed	sail	on	his	32-foot	Pearson	sloop.	That	is,	he	sailed	from	Maryland	to	Europe	and	back,	alone.For	most	sailors	this	would	be
accomplishment	enough	(single-handing	a	small	sailboat	across	an	ocean	is	not	for	the	faint	of	heart).	But	Rutherford,	as	an	explorer	does,	wanted	to	push	his	boundaries.On	June	11,	2011,	Rutherford	set	out	from	Annapolis,	MD	on	a	small	Swedish-built	sailboat	on	an	attempt	to	circumnavigate	the	Americas,	single-handed,	non-stop.	309	days	and
27,077	nautical	miles	later	Matt	Rutherford	became	the	first	person	in	history	to	solo	through	the	Northwest	Passage,	down	the	Pacific	coast	of	the	Americas,	around	Cape	Horn,	and	back	to	his	starting	point.	He	did	not	touch	land	the	entire	journey:	any	supplies	were	transferred	to	him	at	sea.	The	voyage	was	for	charity	Rutherford	was	supporting
Chesapeake	Regional	Accessible	Boating,	an	organization	dedicated	to	providing	disabled	people	with	the	chance	to	sail.	He	had	no	radar	on	board:If	you	die	doing	what	you	love,	its	not	a	tragedyA	photo	taken	by	Matt	Rutherford	from	aboard	his	Albin	Vega	sailboat	in	the	Northwest	Passage.	Photo:	Red	Dot	on	the	OceanThe	Northwest	Passage	was
first	successfully	sailed	in	1906	by	the	Norwegian	explorer	Roald	Amundsen	(the	same	one	who	was	the	first	human	to	the	South	Pole,	and	the	first	to	undisputedly	reach	the	North	Pole).	This	treacherous	route	through	the	Arctic	has	only	recently	become	possible	to	unfortified	vessels;	in	2007	the	European	Space	Agency	announced	that	pack	ice	in
the	Arctic	had	receded	enough	for	a	navigable	route	water	route	to	open	for	boat	other	than	Arctic	ice-breakers.Above:A	film	documenting	Rutherfords	experience	circumnavigating	the	Americas	is	available	for	purchase	on	Vimeo.Since	his	accomplishment,	Matt	Rutherford	has	set	to	pursuing	scientific	research	by	sail.	He	founded	the	Ocean
Research	Project	and	led	the	Trans-Pacific	Plastic	Pollution	Survey,	a	7,000	mile	sail	from	Sausalito,	CA	to	Yokohama,	Japan	collecting	information	and	samples	for	analysis	by	various	scientific	groups.	He	continues	his	work	to	understand	the	Earths	oceans	and	to	educate	people	on	how	to	preserve	this	resource.Photo:	NikonJames	BalogJames	Balog
tries	to	pop	our	bubbles	of	reality	through	his	photography:	Photographers	are	like	the	antennae	of	civilization.	We	are	an	integral	part	of	the	sensing	mechanism	of	the	human	animal.	We	are	out	there	feeling	in	the	darkness,	trying	to	see	whats	around	us	and	reveal	what	hasnt	been	revealed	before.While	an	undergraduate	at	Boston	College,	Balog
discovered	a	deep	love	for	the	outdoors	and	witnessed	the	birth	of	a	lifelong	passion	for	mountaineering.	After	cutting	his	teeth	in	the	White	Mountains	of	New	Hampshire,	he	began	traveling	much	further	afield	to	climb	Europe,	Alaska,	and	Asia.Toting	a	camera	along	on	his	climbs,	Balog	realized	that	his	passion	for	photography	and	adventure	could
be	combined	with	the	deep	understanding	of	geomorphology	he	gained	as	a	Masters	student	at	the	CU	Boulder.	And	so	he	began	a	career	as	a	professional	photographer	devoted	to	challenging	humanity	to	consider	their	relationship	with	nature	and	how	it	could	be	improved.Hanging	Elk	in	a	Bucket,	from	Balogs	first	book	of	photography,	Wildlife
Requiem,	published	in	1984.Over	the	course	of	his	thirty-year	career,	James	Balogs	photography	has	been	seen	by	millions,	printed	in	books,	magazines,	and	online,	and	made	into	films.	More	recently,	Balog	started	the	Extreme	Ice	Survey,	a	project	with	the	aim	of	documenting	the	effects	of	climate	change	in	an	immediately	graspable	way.Above:The
trailer	to	Balogs	2012	master	stroke,	Chasing	Ice.To	do	this,	Balog	and	his	team	fixed	high-resolution	cameras	to	shoot	time-lapse	imagery	of	glaciers.	His	incredibly	stirring	results	were	presented	in	the	2012	documentary,	Chasing	Ice.This	month	Balogs	newest	film	project,	1000	Cuts,	will	debut	at	Mountainfilm	in	Telluride.	The	film	documents	the
effects	of	oil	drilling	in	one	of	Americas	most	beautiful	and	tenuous	landscapes,	the	Greater	Canyonlands	of	Utah.Follow	James	Balog	on	Instagram.Photo:	Vassiliy	PivtsovGerlinde	KaltenbrunnerGerlinde	Kaltenbrunner	attempted	K2	seven	times	before	she	reached	its	summit.	She	could	have	hired	a	high-altitude	porter	or	brought	an	oxygen	bottle	to
ease	the	journeyshe	opted	against	it.	Kaltenbrunner	is	an	idealist,	and	remained	committed	to	her	values	through	the	duration	of	an	ultimately	successful	13-year	journey	to	climb	all	the	8,000	meter	peaks	in	the	world.Kaltenbrunners	upbringing	in	a	village	in	northern	Austria	injected	a	deep	love	for	the	mountains	in	her	constitution.	At	27,
Kaltenbrunner	summitted	Cho	Oyu	on	the	Tibet-Nepal	border	and	began	the	long	relationship	with	the	high	Himalaya	that	culminated	on	the	summit	of	K2	in	August	2011.Just	a	year	earlier	Edurne	Pasaban,	a	Spanish	mountaineer,	had	become	the	first	woman	to	successfully	climb	all	the	8,000	meter	peaks.	However,	Pasaban	had	used	oxygen	on
Everest	in	2001	and	employs	the	use	of	high	altitude	porters.	The	two	women	often	climbed	together	and	both	humbly	denied	the	presence	of	a	negative	competitiveness	between	themboth	were	committed	to	the	same	goal,	but	didnt	see	it	as	a	race.	Rather,	it	was	a	challenge,	and	they	could	help	each	other	achieve	that	challenge.	Kaltenbrunner	and
her	husband,	Ralf	Dujmovits	(another	alpinist),	are	involved	in	a	Nepalese	charitable	organization,	Beilngries.	The	non-profit	has	built	schools,	health	projects,	and	an	orphanage	in	the	Nepali	Himalaya.	Kaltenbrunners	discipline,	conviction,	and	strong	ethical	grounding	have	earned	her	a	place	amongst	mountaineerings	venerable	elite.These	people
have	made	it	their	lives	work	to	inspire	others.	We	each	ought	to	strive	to	find	our	own	greatest	contribution	to	the	world,	as	they	have	found	theirs.	Yes,	there	are	still	explorers	today.	While	the	traditional	idea	of	discovering	uncharted	territories	may	be	less	common,	modern-day	explorers	continue	to	embark	on	adventures	and	document	their
experiences	in	various	fields.Can	you	still	be	an	explorer?Absolutely!	The	spirit	of	exploration	is	alive	and	well	in	the	world.	While	the	traditional	idea	of	discovering	uncharted	territories	may	be	less	common	today,	there	are	still	plenty	of	opportunities	for	exploration.What	famous	explorers	are	still	alive?There	are	several	famous	explorers	who	are
still	alive	today.	Some	notable	examples	include	Ross	Edgley,	a	British	swimmer	known	for	setting	the	record	for	swimming	around	Britain,	and	Ranulph	Fiennes,	a	renowned	British	explorer	who	has	accomplished	various	expeditions.	Other	famous	explorers	who	are	still	alive	include	Nirmal	Purja,	Brian	Kakuk,	Ocean	Ramsey,	and	Preet	Chandi.Who
are	current	famous	explorers?There	are	many	modern-day	adventurers	who	are	recognized	as	famous	explorers.	Some	of	them	include	Jessica	Watson,	a	circumnavigator;	Eric	Larson,	a	polar	explorer;	David	de	Rothschild,	a	voyager;	and	Andrew	Skurka,	an	Alaska-Yukon	explorer.Are	there	still	adventurers	today?Yes,	there	are	still	adventurers	today
who	embark	on	thrilling	journeys	in	various	locations.	From	exploring	the	depths	of	the	sea	to	venturing	into	outer	space,	modern-day	adventurers	continue	to	push	the	boundaries	of	exploration.Explorers	Cancelled	until	after	2.2There	is	no	information	available	to	specifically	address	this	statement.What	do	explorers	do	today?Modern-day	explorers
focus	more	on	documenting	their	findings	and	experiences	rather	than	collecting	artifacts.	They	share	their	adventures	in	a	more	sustainable	and	responsible	fashion,	using	various	mediums	such	as	photography,	journalism,	and	online	platforms.How	do	I	become	an	explorer?To	pursue	a	career	as	an	explorer	with	organizations	like	Discovery	or
National	Geographic,	it	is	advisable	to	gain	relevant	education	and	experience	in	fields	such	as	environmental	science,	anthropology,	journalism,	or	photography.	This	will	provide	a	solid	foundation	for	exploring	and	documenting	various	aspects	of	the	world.Who	is	the	worlds	greatest	explorer?Sir	Ranulph	Fiennes	is	often	regarded	as	the	worlds
greatest	living	explorer.	He	holds	several	records	and	has	achieved	remarkable	feats,	including	traveling	around	the	worlds	surface	vertically	and	crossing	both	the	North	and	South	Poles.Are	there	any	female	explorers?Yes,	there	have	been	and	continue	to	be	female	explorers.	One	of	the	most	famous	female	explorers	is	Sacagawea,	who	aided	Lewis
and	Clark	on	their	expedition	through	the	Louisiana	Territory.	There	are	many	other	notable	female	explorers	who	have	made	significant	contributions	to	the	field.Who	is	the	most	famous	living	explorer?Sir	Ranulph	Fiennes	is	considered	one	of	the	most	famous	living	explorers.	He	has	accomplished	numerous	expeditions	and	holds	records	for	his
achievements.	His	adventurous	spirit	and	remarkable	feats	have	garnered	widespread	recognition.What	famous	explorer	was	killed	by	natives?Captain	James	Cook,	the	renowned	English	explorer	and	navigator,	was	killed	by	Native	Hawaiians	during	his	third	visit	to	the	Pacific	island	group	on	February	14,	1779.Who	is	the	most	famous	traveler?
Marco	Polo,	the	thirteenth-century	Venetian	explorer,	is	often	regarded	as	one	of	the	most	famous	historical	travelers.	His	travels	along	the	Silk	Road	and	his	detailed	accounts	of	his	adventures	have	made	him	an	iconic	figure	in	the	history	of	exploration.Who	are	4	famous	explorers?There	have	been	many	famous	explorers	throughout	history.	Four
notable	examples	include	Christopher	Columbus,	Ferdinand	Magellan,	Vasco	de	Gama,	and	Sir	Francis	Drake.	Each	of	these	explorers	played	a	significant	role	in	expanding	geographical	knowledge	and	opening	up	new	trade	routes.How	long	do	explorers	last?The	duration	of	an	explorers	career	can	vary	greatly	depending	on	their	field	of	exploration
and	individual	circumstances.	While	there	is	no	set	time	limit,	some	explorers	have	had	careers	that	spanned	several	decades,	while	others	may	have	shorter	periods	of	active	exploration.Are	there	any	black	explorers?Yes,	there	have	been	black	explorers	throughout	history	who	have	made	significant	contributions	to	the	field.	One	example	is	Matthew
Henson,	who	was	part	of	Robert	Pearys	expeditions	to	the	North	Pole.	Hensons	skills	as	a	skilled	sailor	and	navigator	were	invaluable	to	the	success	of	the	expeditions.Who	was	the	first	woman	to	explore	the	world?Jeanne	Barret	is	often	recognized	as	the	first	woman	to	have	circumnavigated	the	globe.	During	1766	to	1769,	she	disguised	herself	as	a
man	and	joined	an	expedition,	becoming	the	first	woman	to	sail	around	the	world.Who	was	the	first	woman	explorer	in	the	world?Jeanne	Baret	holds	the	distinction	of	being	the	first	woman	to	sail	around	the	world.	During	the	years	1766	to	1769,	she	disguised	herself	as	a	man	and	joined	an	expedition,	making	her	the	worlds	first	woman	explorer.Who
discovered	Antarctica?Admiral	Fabian	Gottlieb	von	Bellingshausen	was	one	of	the	first	explorers	to	spot	Antarctica.	However,	Englishman	William	Smith	holds	the	credit	for	discovering	the	first	land	south	of	the	parallel	60	south	latitude	in	the	South	Shetlands	archipelago.Who	was	the	first	explorer	in	America?Christopher	Columbus,	an	Italian
explorer,	is	often	credited	with	being	the	first	explorer	to	reach	the	Americas	in	1492.	Although	his	arrival	was	unintentional,	it	marked	a	significant	moment	in	history.Who	is	the	most	famous	American	explorer?There	have	been	several	famous	American	explorers	throughout	history.	Some	notable	examples	include	Hernando	de	Soto,	Francisco
Pizarro,	Henry	Hudson,	Jacques	Cartier,	Sir	Francis	Drake,	John	Smith,	Juan	Ponce	de	Leon,	and	Meriwether	Lewis	and	William	Clark.	Each	of	these	explorers	made	significant	contributions	to	the	exploration	and	colonization	of	various	regions.What	is	the	mentality	of	an	explorer?The	mentality	of	an	explorer	is	characterized	by	curiosity,	courage,
discipline,	persistence,	discernment,	logic,	creativity,	humor,	playfulness,	compassion,	humility,	an	adventurous	spirit,	skepticism,	and	wonder.	These	qualities	fuel	their	desire	to	explore	and	discover	new	knowledge	and	experiences.Can	you	make	money	being	an	explorer?Yes,	it	is	possible	to	make	money	as	an	explorer.	There	are	various	paths	into
academia,	writing,	speaking,	and	business	that	can	provide	monetary	opportunities	for	explorers.	Many	modern	explorers	have	found	ways	to	monetize	their	adventures	through	sponsorships,	book	deals,	speaking	engagements,	and	partnerships	with	brands	interested	in	adventure	and	exploration.	When	European	explorers	first	began	sailing	across
the	Atlantic	Ocean,	they	were	searching	for	new	routes	to	China	and	the	East,	but	what	they	found	was	more	than	they	imagined:	the	New	World.Some	of	these	explorers,	like	Christopher	Columbus,	are	both	celebrated	and	vilified	today.	Others,	like	Ferdinand	Magellan	and	Francisco	Pizarro,	were	met	with	violent	and	untimely	deaths.	And	some,
like	Marco	Polo,	failed	to	received	recognition	in	their	lifetime,	only	to	have	their	discoveries	confirmed	centuries	later.Learn	more	about	some	of	the	historys	most	famous	explorers	and	what	they	are	remembered	for	today.Marco	PoloTime	Period:	Late	13th	century	Destination:	AsiaGetty	ImagesMarco	Polo	travelled	through	Asia	along	the	Silk	Road
between	1271	and	1295.Marco	Polo	was	a	Venetian	explorer	known	for	the	book	The	Travels	of	Marco	Polo,	which	describes	his	voyage	to	and	experiences	in	Asia.	Polo	traveled	extensively	with	his	family,	journeying	from	Europe	to	Asia	from	1271	to	1295,	remaining	in	China	for	17	of	those	years.	As	the	years	wore	on,	Polo	rose	through	the	ranks,
serving	as	governor	of	a	Chinese	city.	Later,	Kublai	Khan	appointed	him	as	an	official	of	the	Privy	Council.	At	one	point,	he	was	the	tax	inspector	in	the	city	of	Yanzhou.Around	1292,	he	left	China,	acting	as	consort	along	the	way	to	a	Mongol	princess	who	was	being	sent	to	Persia.	In	the	centuries	since	his	death,	Polo	has	received	the	recognition	that
failed	to	come	his	way	during	his	lifetime.	So	much	of	what	he	claimed	to	have	seen	has	been	verified	by	researchers,	academics,	and	other	explorers.	Even	if	his	accounts	came	from	other	travelers	he	met	along	the	way,	Polos	story	has	inspired	countless	other	adventurers	to	set	off	and	see	the	world.More	about	Marco	PoloChristopher
ColumbusTime	Period:	Turn	of	the	16th	century	Destination:	Caribbean	and	South	America	Getty	ImagesChristopher	Columbus	has	been	both	praised	as	a	gifted	navigator	and	criticized	as	a	reckless	adventurer.Christopher	Columbus	was	an	Italian	explorer	and	navigator.	Columbus	first	went	to	sea	as	a	teenager,	participating	in	several	trading
voyages	in	the	Mediterranean	and	Aegean	seas.	One	such	voyage,	to	the	island	of	Khios,	in	modern-day	Greece,	brought	him	the	closest	he	would	ever	come	to	Asia.Was	Christopher	Columbus	a	Hero	or	Villain?In	1492,	he	sailed	across	the	Atlantic	Ocean	from	Spain	in	the	Santa	Maria,	with	the	Pinta	and	the	Nia	ships	alongside,	hoping	to	find	a	new
route	to	India.	Between	that	year	and	1504,	he	made	a	total	of	four	voyages	to	the	Caribbean	and	South	America	and	has	been	creditedand	blamedfor	opening	up	the	Americas	to	European	colonization.	Columbus	died	in	May	1506,	probably	from	severe	arthritis	following	an	infection,	still	believing	he	had	discovered	a	shorter	route	to	Asia.	More
about	Christopher	ColumbusAmerigo	VespucciTime	Period:	Turn	of	the	16th	centuryDestination:	South	AmericaGetty	ImagesFlorentine	navigator	and	explorer	Amerigo	Vespucci	inspired	the	name	of	America.America	was	named	after	Amerigo	Vespucci,	a	Florentine	navigator	and	explorer	who	played	a	prominent	role	in	exploring	the	New	World.On
May	10,	1497,	Vespucci	embarked	on	his	first	voyage,	departing	from	Cadiz	with	a	fleet	of	Spanish	ships.	In	May	1499,	sailing	under	the	Spanish	flag,	Vespucci	embarked	on	his	next	expedition,	as	a	navigator	under	the	command	of	Alonzo	de	Ojeda.	Crossing	the	equator,	they	traveled	to	the	coast	of	what	is	now	Guyana,	where	its	believed	that
Vespucci	left	Ojeda	and	went	on	to	explore	the	coast	of	Brazil.	During	this	journey,	Vespucci	is	said	to	have	discovered	the	Amazon	River	and	Cape	St.	Augustine.On	his	third	and	most	successful	voyage,	he	discovered	present-day	Rio	de	Janeiro	and	Rio	de	la	Plata.	Believing	he	had	discovered	a	new	continent,	he	called	South	America	the	New	World.
In	1507,	America	was	named	after	him.	He	died	of	malaria	in	Seville,	Spain,	in	February	1512.More	about	Amerigo	VespucciJohn	CabotTime	Period:	Late	15th	centuryDestination:	CanadaGetty	ImagesJohn	Cabot	made	a	British	claim	to	land	in	Canada,	mistaking	it	for	Asia,	during	his	1497	voyage	on	the	ship	Matthew.John	Cabot	was	a	Venetian
explorer	and	navigator	known	for	his	1497	voyage	to	North	America,	where	he	made	a	British	claim	to	land	in	Canada,	mistaking	it	for	Asia.	The	precise	location	of	Cabots	landing	is	subject	to	controversy.	Some	historians	believe	that	Cabot	landed	at	Cape	Breton	Island	or	mainland	Nova	Scotia.	Others	believe	he	might	have	landed	at	Newfoundland,
Labrador,	or	even	Maine.	In	February	1498,	Cabot	was	given	permission	to	make	a	new	voyage	to	North	America.	The	May,	he	departed	from	Bristol,	England,	with	five	ships	and	a	crew	of	300	men.	En	route,	one	ship	became	disabled	and	sailed	to	Ireland,	while	the	other	four	ships	continued	on.	On	the	journey,	Cabot	disappeared,	and	his	final	days
remain	a	mystery.	Its	believed	Cabot	died	sometime	in	1499	or	1500,	but	his	fate	remains	a	mystery.More	about	John	CabotFerdinand	MagellanTime	Period:	Early	16th	centuryDestination:	Global	circumnavigationGetty	ImagesPortuguese	explorer	Ferdinand	Magellan	saw	many	countries	on	his	attempt	to	circumnavigate	the	globe.While	in	the	service
of	Spain,	Portuguese	explorer	Ferdinand	Magellan	led	the	first	European	voyage	of	discovery	to	circumnavigate	the	globe.	As	a	boy,	Magellan	studied	mapmaking	and	navigation.	In	1505,	when	Magellan	was	in	his	mid-20s,	he	joined	a	Portuguese	fleet	that	was	sailing	to	East	Africa.	By	1509,	he	found	himself	at	the	Battle	of	Diu,	in	which	the
Portuguese	destroyed	Egyptian	ships	in	the	Arabian	Sea.	Two	years	later,	he	explored	Malacca,	located	in	present-day	Malaysia,	and	participated	in	the	conquest	of	Malaccas	port.In	1519,	with	the	support	of	Holy	Roman	Emperor	Charles	V	(also	known	as	Spains	King	Charles	I),	Magellan	set	out	to	find	a	better	route	to	the	Spice	Islands.	In	March
1521,	Magellans	fleet	reached	Homonhom	Island	on	the	edge	of	the	Philippines	with	less	than	150	of	the	270	men	who	started	the	expedition.	Magellan	traded	with	the	islands	king	Rajah	Humabon,	and	their	bond	quickly	formed.	The	Spanish	crew	soon	became	involved	in	a	war	between	Humabon	and	another	rival	leader,	and	Magellan	was	killed	in
battle	in	April	1521.More	about	Ferdinand	MagellanHernn	CortsTime	Period:	16th	centuryDestination:	Central	AmericaGetty	ImagesHernn	Corts	was	a	Spanish	conquistador	who	explored	Central	America	and	won	Mexico	for	the	crown	of	Spain.Hernn	Corts	was	a	Spanish	conquistador	who	explored	Central	America,	overthrew	Montezuma	and	his
vast	Aztec	empire,	and	won	Mexico	for	the	crown	of	Spain.	He	first	set	sail	to	the	New	World	at	the	age	of	19.	Corts	later	joined	an	expedition	to	Cuba.	In	1518,	he	set	off	to	explore	Mexico.	Corts	became	allies	with	some	of	the	Indigenous	peoples	he	encountered	there,	but	with	others,	he	used	deadly	force	to	conquer	Mexico.	He	fought	Tlaxacan	and
Cholula	warriors	and	then	set	his	sights	on	taking	over	the	Aztec	empire.	In	their	bloody	battles	for	domination	over	the	Aztecs,	Corts	and	his	men	are	estimated	to	have	killed	as	many	as	100,000	Indigenous	peoples.	In	his	role	as	the	Spanish	king,	Emperor	Charles	V	appointed	him	the	governor	of	New	Spain	in	1522.More	about	Hernn	CortsSir
Francis	DrakeTime	Period:	Late	16th	centuryDestination:	Global	circumnavigationGetty	ImagesEnglish	admiral	Sir	Francis	Drake	circumnavigated	the	globe	from	1577	to	1580.English	admiral	Sir	Francis	Drake	was	the	second	person	to	circumnavigated	the	globe	and	was	the	most	renowned	seaman	of	the	Elizabethan	era.	In	1577,	Drake	was	chosen
as	the	leader	of	an	expedition	intended	to	pass	around	South	America,	through	the	Strait	of	Magellan,	and	explore	the	coast	that	lay	beyond.	Drake	successfully	completed	the	journey	and	was	knighted	by	Queen	Elizabeth	I	upon	his	triumphant	return	in	1580.	In	1588,	Drake	saw	action	in	the	English	defeat	of	the	Spanish	Armada,	though	he	died	in
1596	from	dysentery	after	undertaking	an	unsuccessful	raiding	mission.More	about	Francis	DrakeSir	Walter	RaleighTime	Period:	Late	16th	centuryDestination:	United	StatesGetty	ImagesSir	Walter	Raleigh	was	an	English	adventurer	and	writer	who	established	a	colony	near	Roanoke	Island,	in	present-day	North	Carolina.Sir	Walter	Raleigh	was	an
English	explorer,	soldier,	and	writer.	At	age	17,	he	fought	with	the	French	Huguenots	and	later	studied	at	Oxford.	He	became	a	favorite	of	Queen	Elizabeth	I	after	serving	in	her	army	in	Ireland.	He	was	knighted	in	1585	and,	within	two	years,	became	captain	of	the	Queens	Guard.An	early	supporter	of	colonizing	North	America,	Raleigh	sought	to
establish	a	colony,	but	the	queen	initially	forbade	him	to	leave	her	service.	Between	1585	to	1588,	he	invested	in	a	number	of	expeditions	across	the	Atlantic,	attempting	to	establish	a	colony	near	Roanoke,	on	the	coast	of	what	is	now	North	Carolina,	and	name	it	Virginia	in	honor	of	the	virgin	queen,	Elizabeth.	Accused	of	treason	by	King	James	I,
Raleigh	was	imprisoned	and	eventually	put	to	death.More	about	Walter	RaleighJames	CookTime	Period:	Late	18th	centuryDestination:	New	Zealand	and	AustraliaGetty	ImagesBritish	navigator	James	Cook	charted	New	Zealand	and	Australias	Great	Barrier	Reef	and	later	disproved	the	existence	of	the	fabled	southern	continent	Terra	Australis.James
Cook	was	a	naval	captain,	navigator,	and	explorer.	After	serving	as	an	apprentice,	Cook	eventually	joined	the	British	Navy	and,	at	age	29,	was	promoted	to	ships	master.	During	the	Seven	Years	War	that	began	in	1756,	he	commanded	a	captured	ship	for	the	Royal	Navy.	Then,	in	1768,	he	took	command	of	the	first	scientific	expedition	to	the	Pacific.In
1770,	on	his	ship	the	HMB	Endeavour,	Cook	charted	New	Zealand	and	the	Great	Barrier	Reef	of	Australia.	This	area	has	since	been	credited	as	one	of	the	worlds	most	dangerous	areas	to	navigate.	He	later	disproved	the	existence	of	Terra	Australis,	a	fabled	southern	continent.	Cooks	voyages	helped	guide	generations	of	explorers	and	provided	the
first	accurate	map	of	the	Pacific.	More	about	James	CookFrancisco	PizarroTime	Period:	Early	16th	centuryDestination:	Central	and	South	AmericaGetty	ImagesFrancisco	Pizarro	helped	Vasco	Nez	de	Balboa	discover	the	Pacific	Ocean	and,	after	conquering	Peru,	founded	its	capital	city,	Lima.In	1513,	Spanish	explorer	and	conquistador	Francisco
Pizarro	joined	Vasco	Nez	de	Balboa	in	his	march	to	the	South	Sea,	across	the	Isthmus	of	Panama.	During	their	journey,	Balboa	and	Pizarro	discovered	what	is	now	known	as	the	Pacific	Ocean,	though	Balboa	allegedly	spied	it	first	and	was	therefore	credited	with	the	oceans	first	European	discovery.In	1528,	Pizarro	went	back	to	Spain	and	managed	to
procure	a	commission	from	Emperor	Charles	V.	Pizarro	was	to	conquer	the	southern	territory	and	establish	a	new	Spanish	province	there.	In	1532,	accompanied	by	his	brothers,	Pizarro	overthrew	the	Inca	leader	Atahualpa	and	conquered	Peru.	Three	years	later,	he	founded	the	new	capital	city	of	Lima.	Over	time,	tensions	increasingly	built	up
between	the	conquistadors	who	had	originally	conquered	Peru	and	those	who	arrived	later	to	stake	some	claim	in	the	new	Spanish	province.	This	conflict	eventually	led	to	Pizarros	assassination	in	1541.More	about	Francisco	Pizarro	Share	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,
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