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The Virtual Book Summary of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde commences with lawyer Mr Utterson strolling alongside his friend Mr Enfield. As they pass a peculiar door, Enfield recounts a distressing incident where he witnessed Edward Hyde brutally trample over a child's body at night. Enfield and others forced Hyde to pay a substantial sum to the family as
compensation. However, Enfield assumes Hyde obtained the money by blackmailing his friend Dr Henry Jekyll, an esteemed physician. This account troubles Utterson, who is both concerned about Jekyll and connected with him professionally. As it turns out, in the event of his death or disappearance, Jekyll has willed all his possessions to Hyde,
fueling further suspicions. A considerable period passes without any notable incidents until a maid witnesses Hyde savagely bludgeon Sir Danvers Carew to death with a walking stick given by Utterson to Jekyll. The police subsequently discover evidence of Hyde's flight and destruction of papers at his residence. When confronted about the matter,
Jekyll assures Utterson that he has eradicated Hyde, backing up this claim with a letter from Hyde stating as much. However, an examination reveals that the handwriting in the letter is indeed Jekyll's. As time passes, it seems that Hyde truly has disappeared, and Utterson begins to relax, occasionally enjoying Jekyll's company alongside their mutual
friend Dr Lanyon. Yet, when Jekyll suddenly withdraws from public view, Lanyon receives a devastating shock before passing away. Before his demise, he sends an envelope marked "not to be opened until the death or disappearance of Dr Henry Jekyll" to Utterson. The story reaches its climax as Jekyll's butler, Poole, rushes to Utterson with grave
news - Hyde has allegedly killed Jekyll. They arrive at Jekyll's house to find Hyde's twitching body after he committed suicide upon hearing them enter. Upon searching the premises, they discover a sealed letter from Jekyll and a will bequeathing his estate to Utterson. Intrigued, Utterson first reads Lanyon's letter, which reveals that Jekyll had
instructed him to retrieve an item from the study before Hyde arrived. This item contained "a phial of some tincture, a paper of some salt, and a record of a series of experiments." The transformation of Mr. Hyde from Dr. Jekyll was triggered by a potion, made with rare salt, which initially liberated him from societal constraints but eventually
consumed him entirely. Lanyon, aware of the consequences, would likely have been devastated to witness this event unfold. Meanwhile, Dr. Jekyll's letters revealed his deep fascination with human duality and his attempts to harness it through chemical experimentation. He succeeded in creating a potion that transformed him into the sinister Mr.
Hyde, but soon discovered he couldn't shake off Hyde's influence entirely. Dr. Jekyll, initially thrilled by his newfound freedom as Hyde, eventually felt intense remorse for his actions. The potion's effects became increasingly unpredictable, causing Dr. Jekyll to involuntarily transform into Hyde even without its assistance. As the supply of the essential
salt dwindled, Dr. Jekyll realized that the original batch must have contained an impurity that triggered his transformation. In a final act of desperation, Dr. Jekyll penned his last letter as himself, expressing a desperate hope that Mr. Hyde would find the courage to break free from their twisted bond at the very end. The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and
Mr. Hyde has been widely discussed for its exploration of the struggle between good and evil within human nature, often linked with Victorian social issues like class structure and urban violence. The novella's popularity can be attributed to Robert Louis Stevenson's captivating storytelling, as evident from the numerous adaptations it has inspired
over the years, including films and stage productions. Despite being initially met with controversy due to its unconventional style and themes, The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde has become a timeless classic in literature, continuing to resonate with readers today. The portrayal of inner-city Londoners in the 19th century as a degraded
species living in squalid conditions akin to those found in Africa was a notion perpetuated by notable figures such as William Booth, founder of the Salvation Army. In his critique of England's declining moral fabric, Booth described its citizens as being increasingly dominated by vice and physical maladies (Stevenson, 183). This narrative of societal
decay serves as an introduction to Robert Louis Stevenson's "The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde," a novella that captured the public's imagination upon its release in the late 19th century. Critics like Henry James observed that the rapid success of "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" led to it being considered more accessible than exceptional, thus
reducing its literary standing in the eyes of some (James, 140-141). However, this assessment did not detract from Stevenson's skill as a writer but rather highlighted the broad appeal of his work. Meanwhile, playwright Richard Mansfield's stage adaptation of the novella drew parallels between violence depicted on stage and real-life crimes
committed by Jack the Ripper in London, further underscoring the public's fascination with themes of duality and moral ambiguity. The canonical status of "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" lies in its exploration of the interplay between reality and fiction, a theme that continues to resonate with postmodern writers (Stevenson, 29-91). Despite criticisms
surrounding the play's handling of sensitive topics on stage, Stevenson's work remains an enduring example of literary innovation and social commentary. Robert Louis Stevenson's classic novel "The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" is widely studied and analyzed through various guides, essays, and summaries that provide insight into its
themes, plot, structure, and character analysis.
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