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Most	humans	killed	by	animals

Wolves	may	be	perceived	as	threats,	but	in	reality,	many	smaller	creatures	and	insects	have	taken	more	human	lives.	Each	year,	millions	of	people	are	killed	by	animals,	with	some	surprises	when	it	comes	to	the	deadliest	species.	The	top	animal	killers	per	year	are:	1)	Mosquitoes	(750,000	deaths),	2)	Humans	(437,000	homicides),	3)	Snakes	(100,000),
4)	Dogs	(35,000),	5)	Snails	(20,000).	Snails	found	in	tropical	and	subtropical	waters	carry	a	parasitic	disease	known	as	schistosomiasis,	which	can	cause	infertility,	bladder	cancer,	rashes,	stomach	problems,	and	even	death.	However,	the	good	news	is	that	this	disease	can	be	treated	with	ease	using	an	anti-parasitic	medication	that	requires	only	one
or	two	doses.	But	there's	another	silent	killer	lurking	in	Central	and	South	America	-	the	Reduviidae	species	of	assassin	bugs,	also	known	as	"kissing	bugs".	These	bugs	are	responsible	for	over	12,000	deaths	per	year,	mostly	due	to	their	bites	on	soft	tissues	like	eyes	or	lips.	At	first,	victims	may	experience	mild	symptoms,	but	past	the	six-week	mark,
the	infection	can	turn	deadly.	For	those	with	pre-existing	health	conditions,	assassin	bug	infections	can	lead	to	heart	failure.	But	researchers	are	working	on	treatments	and	vaccines	to	combat	this	disease.	Tsetse	flies,	found	in	tropical	regions,	also	claim	over	10,000	lives	each	year.	Their	bites	can	put	victims	into	a	deep	sleep	from	which	they	may
never	wake	up.	If	you're	bitten	by	a	tsetse	fly,	prompt	medication	is	essential	to	prevent	the	infection	from	spreading	quickly	and	rendering	treatment	lethal.	On	the	other	hand,	Ascariasis	-	a	parasitic	worm	that	grows	in	human	feces	-	is	another	deadly	threat.	According	to	the	World	Health	Organization,	more	than	60,000	kids	die	each	year	from	this
infection.	To	avoid	these	problems,	simple	health	measures	like	washing	your	hands	before	eating	and	avoiding	contact	with	contaminated	soil	can	save	lives.	Even	in	developed	countries,	children	are	prone	to	Ascaris	infections,	highlighting	the	importance	of	good	hygiene	habits	from	a	young	age.	Lastly,	crocodiles	-	despite	their	fearsome	reputation
-	claim	an	estimated	1,000	human	lives	each	year.	While	many	of	these	deaths	occur	in	remote	areas	with	limited	access	to	healthcare,	it's	also	possible	that	the	true	death	toll	is	higher	than	recorded	due	to	underreporting.	Tapeworms	are	a	tapeworm.	People	living	alongside	them	may	survive,	but	having	one	inside	can	be	fatal.	Humans	acquire
tapeworms	by	eating	food	or	water	contaminated	with	larvae,	and	if	those	larvae	escape	the	intestines,	they're	in	big	trouble.	Tapeworms	can	infect	the	heart,	lungs,	or	brain,	causing	seizures	that	are	fatal.	If	treated	promptly	with	medication,	tapeworms	can	be	cured.	Proper	hygiene,	safe	drinking	water,	and	cooking	food	thoroughly	especially	pork,
help	prevent	tapeworm	infections.	Hippopotamuses	may	appear	cute	but	they're	aggressive	African	animals.	They	kill	about	500	people	annually,	mostly	due	to	territorial	disputes	or	being	dragged	into	rivers	by	boats.	Habitat	loss	and	poaching	have	increased	human-hippo	encounters.	Travelers	in	Africa	should	be	cautious	around	these	massive
animals.	Elephants	also	kill	hundreds	of	humans	each	year.	As	a	social,	intelligent	species,	they'll	attack	if	their	space	is	invaded	or	threatened.	Male	elephants	looking	for	mates	are	more	aggressive	during	this	time.	Despite	being	rare,	lions	can	still	be	deadly,	typically	attacking	when	perceived	as	a	threat	or	when	sick	and	starving.	Wolves	mainly	kill
about	10	people	annually	but	will	defend	themselves	and	their	young	in	rare	cases.	Sharks	may	have	a	fearsome	reputation,	but	they	are	not	the	most	deadly	animals	on	the	planet.	According	to	recent	statistics,	mosquitoes	are	responsible	for	killing	an	estimated	725,000	people	worldwide	each	year	due	to	diseases	transmitted	by	these	tiny	creatures.
Contrary	to	popular	media	portrayals,	shark	attacks	are	rare	and	usually	occur	when	the	animal	is	curious	or	confused.	In	such	cases,	sharks	may	bite	but	then	quickly	release	their	prey	if	they	realize	it's	not	food.	Despite	this,	shark	attacks	can	still	be	devastating,	especially	when	sharp	teeth	and	powerful	jaws	tear	flesh,	leading	to	severe	bleeding.
Other	animals,	including	freshwater	snails,	saw-scaled	vipers,	and	scorpions,	also	pose	significant	threats	to	human	life.	Freshwater	snails	are	responsible	for	an	estimated	200,000	deaths	annually,	while	the	saw-scaled	viper	claims	138,000	lives	each	year.	The	mosquito-borne	diseases	such	as	malaria,	dengue,	and	yellow	fever	continue	to	be	major
public	health	concerns	globally.	In	fact,	a	staggering	number	of	people	die	from	mosquito-related	illnesses	every	year.	Malaria	and	mosquitoes	pose	significant	threats	in	Southeast	Asia,	with	the	WHO	recommending	measures	to	prevent	breeding	and	human	contact	during	monsoon	season.	The	steps	include	regularly	monitoring	standing	water,
using	tight-fitting	lids	on	storage	containers,	and	wearing	protective	clothing	like	long-sleeve	shirts	and	insect	repellent.	In	contrast,	mosquitoes	are	known	to	be	responsible	for	a	much	higher	number	of	human	deaths	annually,	with	estimates	suggesting	over	725,000	fatalities	per	year,	compared	to	475,000	due	to	human-to-human	transmission.	A
fact-check	by	Vox	suggested	that	the	number	of	mosquito-related	deaths	should	be	included	alongside	human-to-human	transmitted	diseases	like	HIV/AIDS	and	COVID-19.	Other	animals	also	pose	a	threat	to	humans,	including	hippos,	which	are	responsible	for	several	fatalities	in	Africa.	However,	not	all	animals	are	deadly	predators,	and	human
activity	is	increasingly	encroaching	on	animal	habitats,	leading	to	accidents	and	fatalities	caused	by	wildlife.	Deer-related	car	crashes	are	a	significant	issue	in	North	America,	according	to	research	by	the	University	of	Washington,	which	suggests	that	these	animals	cause	approximately	1.2	million	auto	accidents	annually.	This	results	in	an	average	of
200	fatalities	in	the	United	States	each	year.	The	size	and	nocturnal	behavior	of	deer	contribute	to	the	severity	of	these	incidents.	With	more	highways	being	built	in	areas	with	high	deer	populations,	the	likelihood	of	collisions	increases.	Furthermore,	vehicles	traveling	at	higher	speeds	have	less	time	to	react	when	encountering	a	sudden	obstruction.
In	South	America,	jaguars	are	a	major	concern	due	to	their	large	size	and	territorial	nature.	While	attacks	on	humans	are	rare,	they	can	be	fatal.	On	average,	20	human	deaths	occur	each	year	as	a	result	of	jaguar	attacks.	Scientists	attribute	these	incidents	to	the	decline	of	prey	populations	and	human	encroachment	into	jaguar	territory.	In	Africa,
hippos	are	responsible	for	the	most	human	fatalities,	with	over	500	people	killed	annually.	Despite	their	slow	appearance,	hippos	are	aggressive	and	territorial	animals	that	will	chase	boats	entering	their	waters.	Their	immense	strength	and	speed	make	them	a	formidable	force	in	aquatic	environments.	Lastly,	Bengal	tigers	in	Asia	claim	the	highest
number	of	victims	each	year,	with	more	than	100	fatalities	recorded	in	India	alone.	Many	attacks	go	unreported	due	to	their	occurrence	in	remote	villages.	As	the	human	population	continues	to	grow,	so	does	the	likelihood	of	encounters	between	humans	and	these	wild	animals.	The	risk	of	conflict	with	apex	predators	in	remote	areas	can	be	high,
particularly	for	vulnerable	populations	such	as	young	children	or	elderly	individuals	who	cannot	defend	themselves.	In	many	cases,	attacks	are	opportunistic	rather	than	planned,	and	tigers	typically	only	attack	humans	when	prey	populations	are	low.	Similarly,	in	Europe,	wild	dogs	are	responsible	for	the	majority	of	human	fatalities,	with	hundreds	of
reported	attacks	over	the	past	couple	of	decades.	In	contrast	to	wolves,	which	tend	to	avoid	humans,	large	packs	of	wild	dogs	-	often	hybrids	between	domestic	dogs	and	wolves	-	roam	forests	and	woodlands	in	rural	areas,	posing	a	significant	threat	to	people.	These	animals	are	extremely	aggressive	and	will	attack	anyone	who	appears	isolated	or
vulnerable,	including	healthy	adults.	In	Australia,	venomous	snakes	such	as	brown	snakes	pose	the	greatest	risk	to	human	life,	with	their	potent	venom	capable	of	being	fatal	if	left	untreated.	Brown	snakes	are	highly	aggressive,	strike	without	warning,	and	are	difficult	to	avoid	due	to	their	speed.	They	are	responsible	for	more	than	half	of	all	snake-
related	deaths	in	Australia,	making	them	a	particularly	deadly	animal	to	encounter.
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