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Definition	of	a	oligarchy

Definition	of	a	totalitarian	oligarchy.	Definition	of	a	monarchy	oligarchy.	A	short	definition	of	oligarchy.	Definition	of	a	oligarchy	government.	Easy	definition	of	a	oligarchy.	What	is	a	kid	friendly	definition	of	oligarchy.	A	good	definition	of	oligarchy.	Definition	of	a	constitutional	oligarchy.

Oligarchia	means	government	of	and	from	a	few	at	the	top,	who	exercise	power	to	their	advantage.	It	derives	from	the	Greek	word	oligarchs,	which	means	"a	few	to	govern	or	command".	Even	a	system	that	defines	itself	as	democracy	can	become	oligarchy	if	power	is	concentrated	in	the	hands	of	a	few	very	rich	people,	a	corporate	and	financial	elite,
whose	power	and	wealth	grow	over	time	as	they	emanate	laws	that	favour	themselves,	manipulate	financial	markets	to	their	advantage,	create	or	exploit	the	economy.	Modern	Russia	is	an	oligarchy,	in	which	a	handful	of	billionaires	controlling	most	of	the	major	industries	dominate	politics	and	economy.	What	about	the	United	States?	According	to	a
study	published	in	2014	by	Professor	Martin	Gilens	of	Princeton	and	Professor	Benjamin	Page	of	Northwestern,	although	Americans	enjoy	many	features	of	democratic	governance,	such	as	regular	elections,	freedom	of	expression	and	association,	American	politics	became	dominated	by	powerful	business	organizations	and	a	small	number	of	wealthy
Americans.	Typical	American	has	no	influence,	largely	due	to	the	growing	concentration	of	wealth.	In	a	2019	research	document,	Berkeley	professor	of	economics	Gabriel	Zucman	determined	that	the	1%	richer	of	Americans	now	possesses	40%	of	the	wealth	of	the	nation.	This	rose	from	25	to	30%	of	national	wealth	in	the	1980s.	The	only	country	that
Zucman	found	with	similar	levels	of	concentration	of	wealth	is	“Russia.	America	had	an	oligarchy	before”	in	the	first	Golden	Age,	which	stretched	from	1880	to	the	beginning	of	the	20th	century.	Teddy	Roosevelt	called	that	oligarchy	the	“high-rich	evildoers”	and	fought	them	by	breaking	the	large	concentrations	of	economic	power	“the	trusts”	and
establishing	a	progressive	federal	income	tax.	His	fifth-degree	cousin,	Franklin	D.	Roosevelt,	further	reduced	their	power	by	strictly	regulating	Wall	Street,	and	favouring	the	growth	of	labor.	The	oligarchy	reacted,	but	Roosevelt	did	not	give	up.	"The	government	with	organized	money	is	as	dangerous	as	the	government	with	organized	mafia,"	he
thundered	in	1936.	"But	first	in	our	history	these	forces	were	so	united	against	one	candidate	as	today.	They	are	unanimous	in	their	hatred	of	me	and	I	appreciate	their	hatred.	But	the	American	oligarchy	is	back.	We	are	now	in	a	second	Golden	Age.	As	the	great	jurist	Louis	Brandeis	once	said,	"We	can	have	democracy	in	this	country	or	we	can	have
wealth	concentrated	in	the	hands	of	a	few,	but	we	cannot	have	both	things."	Once	again,	we	must	make	the	right	choice	and	reduce	the	economic	and	political	power	of	the	American	oligarchy.	Preview	from	the	dictionary	Longman	dictionary	of	contemporary	EnglishGovernmentligarchyolâ§iâ§§garâ§chy	/
ËÉ¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡É¡ÉrkiPlural)	Ã,	Ã,	Ã,	1	[usually	singular	accountants]	pg	to	a	small	group	of	people	who	manage	a	country	or	or	or	a	country	that	is	managed	by	a	small	group	of	people2	When	a	country	or	organization	is	run	by	a	small	group	of	people,	the	oligarchy
eventually	took	over	from	democracy.	Examples	of	Corpusoligarchy•	Perhaps	inevitably,	with	such	richness	and	diversity,	a	oligarchy	of	the	local	trader	emerged,	organized	in	a	merchant	corporation.•	The	struggle	is	probably	better	understood	as	one	of	a	dominant	oligarchy	and	those	which	they	exclude	from	power.•	However,	due	to	the	opposition
of	a	still	powerful	ground	oligarchy,	the	effects	of	legislation	have	been	diluted.•	But	the	municipal	oligarchy	was	too	weak	to	follow	its	course	for	a	long	time,	and	eventually	came	to	terms	with	the	state.•	In	Britain,	the	big	cities	were	notoriously	in	the	hands	of	the	local	entrepreneur	oligarchy.•	These	educational	institutions	suffer	from	very	poor
standards	and	give	tacit	or	open	support	to	oligarchy.•	Corrupted	types	include	tyranny,	oligarchy	and	democracy.•	Every	time	the	oligarchy	took	over	from	democracy,	paying	for	the	office	was	one	of	the	first	things	to	abolish.	From	Longman	Business	Dictionaryoligarchyol?i?garchychy	/ˈṇəgːki?	Oligarchy	took	over	from	democracy.2[contestable]	a
country,	organization,	industry	etc.	controlled	by	a	small	group	of	people,	or	the	group	controlling	it	The	industry	is	dominated	by	an	oligarchy	of	three	oil	companies.	—	oligarchic	spacer	[contable]the	changing	alliances	of	the	Russian	business	oligarchs	—	oligarchic	(also	oligarchic)adjective	the	domain	of	a	small	oligarchic	group	of
entrepreneursOrigin	oligarchy	(1400-1500)	Greek	oligarchy,	from	oligos	“few”	+	-archia	(	→	-ARCHY)	1A	small	group	of	people	who	have	control	of	a	country.	“The	dominant	oligarchy	of	military	men	around	the	president”	‘If	at	home	or	abroad,	the	US	government	serves	the	interests	of	the	financial	oligarchy	that	controls	both	Democrats	and
Republicans.	“No	longer	will	this	planet	be	controlled	by	oligarchie	financier	who	control	central	banking	systems	and	dictate	governments,	what	governments	can	and	cannot	do.	“You	organize	the	world	in	different	religions,	and	then	set	religions	to	fight	each	other,	like	a	small	power,	an	oligarchy,	can	control	the	world:	to	establish	a	group	of
people	against	each	other.	“He	and	the	Democrats	adopted	a	reactionary	platform	not	because	they	think	it	is	necessary	to	win	the	popular	vote,	but	because	this	program	is	required	by	the	financial	oligarchy	that	controls	both	major	political	parties.	Venice	was	controlled	by	an	oligarchy	financier.	“More	and	more,	a	financial	oligarchy	has	struggled
to	control	society.	“The	way	in	which	he	controlled	the	subject	peoples,	the	way	in	which	the	empires	of	Mesopotamia,	in	their	time,	controlled	the	subject	peoples:	How	it	works«Warth	is	a	policy	supported	and	conducted	in	the	interest	of	a	dominant	oligarchy	that	has	a	dominant	oligarchy	and	the	vast	majority	of	the	world	population.	Power	resided
in	an	oligarchy,	a	financial	oligarchy,	which	were	the	main	Venetian	families,	called,	from	the	financial	point	of	view,	funds.	“So	he	created	a	outlet	for	the	social	concerns	of	these	groups,	allowing	the	party	oligarchy	to	maintain	control	over	the	competing	sectors	within	the	single	movement.”	“The	determination	of	oligarchy	to	control	has	spread	far
beyond	the	political	arena	to	pervade	all	aspects	of	the	social	life	of	the	city.	“Team	Progressives	is	trying	to	take	control	of	the	UNC,	which	means	that	the	parasite	oligarchy	will	take	control.	The	corporation	controlled	by	the	financial	oligarchy	eclipses	the	modern	state	and	replaces	the	legal	framework	within	which	even	the	most	authoritarian	state
operates	with	its	own	Law	–	the	impetus	to	profit.	The	real	power	in	U.S.	political	parties	flows	as	money	from	the	corporate	oligarchy	to	the	party	oligarchy.	At	home,	the	war	will	explore	social	polarization	as	an	increasing	share	of	national	income	will	be	transferred	to	both	the	financial	and	military	oligarchy.	“From	independence,	the	blue	flag	in
the	flag	symbolizes	support	for	the	dominant	oligarchy,	while	the	red	flag	symbolizes	support	for	communism	or	resistance.	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢	¢
¢	¢	¢	The	oligarchy	(Greek	á1⁄2î	Î±±ÏFÎ	̄Î±,	OligarkhÃ	a,	from	Ã3ligon,	«pochi»,	and	arkho,	«rule»)	is	a	form	of	government	in	which	political	power	actually	rests	on	a	small,	small	segment	of	society.	The	term	was	used	by	Aristotle	to	refer	to	the	dyspotic	power	exercised	by	a	small	privileged	group	for	often	corrupt	or	selfish	purposes.	In	most
classical	oligarchies,	government	elites	were	recruited	exclusively	by	a	hereditary	ruling	caste,	whose	members	tended	to	exercise	power	in	the	interests	of	their	class.	The	oligarchies	were	sometimes	synonymous	with	aristocracy,	which	were	governed	by	members	of	a	noble	class,	or	plutocracies,	governed	by	members	rich	in	a	community.	However,
neither	wealth	nor	nobility	are	necessary	conditions	to	belong	to	the	privileged	group	that	governs	an	oligarchy.	Historically,	there	areorganized	oligarchies,	and	non-official	oligarchies	where	a	group	of	'counsels'	dictates	the	policies	of	an	official	ruler.	In	practice,	almost	all	governments,	regardless	of	their	form,	are	governed	by	a	small	minority	of
members	of	society,	and	it	is	necessary	to	examine	the	ways	in	which	these	individuals	acquire	and	maintain	power	to	correctly	understand	whether	a	government	system	is	an	oligarchy.	origin	and	meaning	the	word	oligarchy	(the	gÃ¤rk)	derives	from	the	Greek	words	that	mean	"pochi"	(á1⁄2	Î	̄Î	Î	Î1⁄2,	Ã3ligon)	and	"rule"	(á1⁄4.Ï¢,	arkho).	The	oligarchy
(oligarchy,	“government	of	the	few”)	refers	to	the	limitation	of	political	power	to	a	small	part	of	the	community,	as	few	families	or	individuals	(the	oligarchs.)	the	ancient	Greek	oligarchs	possessed	a	greater	wealth	and	influence	than	the	rest	of	the	community,	but	nobility	was	not	a	necessary	condition	to	belong	to	the	dominant	elite.	in	Greek,	the
oligarchs	were	often	a	part	of	the	old	nobility	that	had	excluded	from	power	the	poorest	nobles.	during	the	second	half	of	the	v	century	BC,	when	the	Athenian	ancestry	promoted	democratic	forms	of	government,	there	were	still	many	oligarchic	states	in	Greek,	the	most	notable	of	which	was	perhaps	corinth	and	thebes.	the	government	of	the	Roman
republic	is	often	called	"oligarchic."	The	classical	definition	of	oligarchy,	given,	for	example,	by	aristotle,	is	the	government	of	few,	usually	the	rich,	for	corrupt	or	selfish	purposes.	is	compared	to	both	aristocracy,	defined	as	a	government	by	a	few	elected	for	their	virtue	and	to	rule	for	the	common	good,	and	to	various	forms	of	democracy,	or
government	by	the	people.	In	practice,	however,	almost	all	governments,	regardless	of	their	form,	are	governed	by	a	small	minority	of	members	of	society.	from	this	point	of	view,	the	main	difference	between	oligarchy	and	democracy	is	that	in	the	latter	the	elite	compete	among	themselves,	conquering	power	by	conquering	the	support	of	public
opinion.	the	degree	of	exclusion	of	those	seeking	to	enter	the	power	elite	is	also	significant	in	the	evaluation	of	a	government	oligarch	system.	oligarchy,	aristocracy	and	plutocracy	historically,	oligarchies	have	sometimes	been	synonymous	with	aristocracy,	which	were	governed	by	members	of	a	noble	class,	or	plutocracies,	in	which	members	rich	in	a
community	reigned	sovereigns.	However,	neither	wealth	nor	nobility	are	necessary	conditions	to	belong	to	the	privileged	group	that	governs	an	oligarchy.	The	oligarchies	were	often	controlled	by	powerful	families,	whose	children	were	raised	and	educated	as	heirs	of	the	power	of	the	oligarchy.	In	some	cases,	the	oligarchs	chose	not	to	openly	exercise
political	power,	but	to	remain	"power	behind	the	throne",	exercising	control	through	economic	or	political	pressure.	aristotle	oò	the	termIn	a	negative	sense	to	refer	to	a	degraded	form	of	aristocracy,	in	which	the	domain	was	in	the	hands	of	a	few	corrupt	or	inept	individuals.	Inept.	In	most	classic	oligarchies,	government	elites	were	recruited
exclusively	from	a	dominant	caste,	a	social	hereditary	group	distinguished	from	the	rest	of	society	by	religion,	kinship,	economic	status,	prestige	or	even	language.	These	elites	tended	to	wield	power	in	the	interests	of	their	own	class.	Oligarchy	and	Monarchy	Oligarchy	means	“government	of	the	few”;	monarchy	means	“government	of	the	one”.	Early
societies	became	oligarchies	as	a	result	of	an	alliance	between	rival	tribal	leaders,	or	as	a	result	of	a	caste	system.	Oligarchies	sometimes	evolved	into	more	autocratic	or	monarchical	forms	of	government,	if	one	family	or	tribe	gained	ascendancy	over	the	others.	Many	of	the	European	monarchies	established	during	the	late	Middle	Ages	began	in	this
way.	Monarchies	sometimes	function	as	oligarchies,	when	there	is	a	powerful	and	influential	group	of	“old	statesmen”	or	nobles	who	advise	or	even	control	the	ruler.	Examples	of	this	were	the	imperial	dynasties	of	China,	where	emperors	were	often	dominated	by	eunuchs	and	members	of	the	imperial	family;	the	shogunate	system	in	Japan;	and	the
royal	court	in	17th	and	18th	century	France,	where	nobles	and	aristocrats	contended	for	influence	over	the	king.	If	a	hereditary	ruler	was	weak	or	too	young	to	rule,	his	power	was	effectively	usurped	by	those	around	him.	Historically,	oligarchies	have	sometimes	become	instruments	of	political	transformation,	insisting	on	power-sharing	between
monarchs	or	dictators	and	other	elements	of	society,	or	demanding	some	form	of	organization	or	constitution	to	protect	the	stability	of	government.	One	example	was	when	British	nobles	united	in	1215	to	force	a	reluctant	King	John	of	England	to	sign	the	Magna	Carta,	a	tacit	acknowledgement	of	both	King	John’s	decline	in	political	power	and	the
existence	of	an	emerging	oligarchy.	The	Magna	Carta	was	repeatedly	revised	(1216,	1217	and	1225),	to	guarantee	the	rights	of	a	greater	number	of	people,	laying	the	foundations	for	the	British	constitutional	monarchy.	Another	example	is	the	Meiji	Restoration	(1868)	in	Japan,	when	a	group	of	samurai	forced	the	shogun	to	cede	power	to	the
hereditary	emperor	and	established	themselves	as	a	gender	(old	statesmen)	with	the	power	to	direct	government	affairs.	Examples	of	oligarchies	Historical	examples	of	oligarchies	include	Sparta	(which	excluded	the	Helots,	who	made	up	the	majority	of	the	population),	the	Polish-Lithuanian	Commonwealth	(where	only	the	nobility	could	vote),	the
British	parliamentary	system	and	the	execution	of	Charles	I	in	1649;	and	the	limitation	of	franchise	male	landowners	in	young	democracies,	like	the	early	United	States.	A	modern	example	of	race-based	oligarchy	was	seen	during	the	20th	century	in	South	Africa	in	the	system	of	apartheid,	which	became	political.	of	the	government	in	1948	and	lasted
until	the	democratic	election	of	a	government	dominated	by	the	black	majority	in	1994.An	oligarchy	has	been	labeled	because,	after	the	fall	of	communism,	political	power	has	concentrated	in	the	hands	of	some	individuals	who	have	accumulated	a	great	wealth	by	exploiting	the	new	system.	The	social	system	of	capitalism	is	sometimes	described	as	an
oligarchy.	Critics	argue	that	in	a	capitalist	society,	economic,	cultural	and	political	power	rests	in	the	hands	of	the	capitalist	class.	The	communist	states	are	also	perceived	as	ligarchies,	governed	by	a	class	with	special	privileges,	the	nomenklature.	The	law	œIron	of	oligarchy	"is	a	recurring	theory	that	all	forms	of	government	are,	in	the	final	analysis,
reduced	to	the	rule	of	some.	If	formal	authority	has	been	reversed	in	the	people,	a	monarch,	the	proletariat	or	a	dictator,	inevitably	a	small	group	of	oligarchs	will	ensure	effective	control.	Some	authors	like	Vilfredo	Pareto,	Gaetano	Mosca,	Thomas	R.	Dye	and	Robert	Michels,	believe	that	any	political	system	eventually	evolves	into	an	oligarchy.	Karl
Marx	and	Friedrich	Engels	considered	that,	throughout	the	history	of	capitalism,	the	government	had	been	controlled	by	key	capitalists,	and	coined	the	phrase	"""	the	state	is	the	executive	committee	of	the	class	of	exploitation.	"The	Italian	political	scientist	Gaetano	Moscow	has	ironed	similarly	that	a	class	œRULING	"...	has	always	constituted
effective	oligarchical	control.	Vilfredo	Pareto	elaborated	the	idea	in	his	doctrine	of	the	“elite”.	Â	»The	German	sociologist	Robert	Michels	conceived	the	concept	of	the	"Jey	of	Oligarchia	"to	refer	to	what	he	considered	the	inevitable	trend	of	political	parties	and	unions	to	become	bureaucratized,	centralized	and	conservative.	He	argued	that	despite	the
ideals	of	the	representative	government,	the	practical	needs	of	politics	inevitably	led	to	the	concentration	of	authority	in	the	hands	of	a	small	group	able	to	direct	power	efficiently,	and	in	the	creation	of	an	organized	bureaucracy	and	a	rigorous	to	control	internal	dissension.	According	to	this	school	of	thought,	modern	democracies	should	be
considered	as	oligarchie	elette.	In	these	systems,	the	actual	differences	between	vital	political	rivals	are	small,	the	oligarch	elite	imposes	strict	limits	on	what	constitutes	a	"acceptable"	and	"respectable"	political	position,	and	political	careers	strongly	depend	on	economic	elites	and	unselected	media.	Later	theorists	tried	to	expand	on	Michel's	thesis
by	applying	it	to	legislatures,	religious	orders	and	other	organizations.	Critics	insist	that	the	“ironisterous	law	of	the	oligarchy”	is	not	universal	and	that	some	political	groups	and	parties	maintain	a	vital	system	of	democratic	expression	and	governance.	Historian	Spencer	R.	Weartt,	in	his	book	never	at	war,	argues	that	oligarchies	rarely	make	war
between	them.	Oligarchia	and	Democracy	Scientistsand	sociologists	are	beginning	to	differentiate	more	carefully	between	various	types	of	control	and	power.	The	kind	of	power	power	power	The	power	exercised	by	a	dictator	in	a	totalitarian	and	authoritarian	government,	although	much	larger	than	that	of	a	single	individual,	is	very	different	from	the
power	exercised	by	a	dictator.	In	a	democracy,	â	€	oligarchyâ	€	"In	power	it	can	be	effectively	challenged	by	strangers	at	any	time,	while	a	oligarchy	in	an	authoritarian	government	protects	the	position	of	her	with	strength	if	necessary,	and	keeps	power	indefinitely.	In	a	democracy,	the	actual	control	of	hand	passes	so	often	that	it	is	difficult	to
identify	who	is	in	power	like	a	"classâ"	or	â	â	â	«Elite".	Speaking	of	Â	«Government	of	the	few»,	the	expression	Â	«The	few»	is	difficult	to	define.	In	a	real	democracy,	the	oligarchic	trends	are	born	for	several	reasons,	including	the	lack	of	active	participation	by	many	citizens.	Only	a	small	minority	of	those	who	vote	take	the	initiative	to	study	issues
and	learn	about	candidates	during	an	election,	in	order	to	make	an	informed	choice.	Most	voters	are	vulnerable	to	ideas	propagated	by	expensive	media	campaigns.	A	few	individual	political	candidates	have	the	economic	resources	to	buy	the	advertising	exposure	necessary	to	capture	the	attention	of	the	public,	with	the	consequence	that	are	often
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