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William	Shakespeare	is	widely	regarded	as	one	of	the	greatest	playwrights	and	poets	in	history.	His	works,	such	as	Hamlet,	Macbeth,	and	Romeo	and	Juliet,	continue	to	be	celebrated	for	their	complexity,	universal	themes,	and	timeless	appeal.	During	the	Renaissance	era,	Shakespeares	writing	not	only	reflected	the	cultural	and	intellectual
developments	of	the	time,	but	also	helped	to	shape	and	influence	the	English	language	and	literature.	William	Shakespeare	biography	impact	on	literature	and	the	arts	has	been	profound,	cementing	his	status	as	a	pivotal	figure	in	both	Renaissance	and	literary	history.William	Shakespeare	has	left	an	enduring	legacy	in	the	world	of	literature	and
culture.	His	plays	and	poetry	continue	to	be	widely	studied,	performed,	and	celebrated.	Shakespeares	works	have	had	a	profound	impact	on	the	English	language	and	have	contributed	to	shaping	the	way	we	think	about	love,	power,	and	human	nature.	His	influence	can	be	seen	in	countless	adaptations,	interpretations,	and	references	in	popular
culture.	Shakespeares	enduring	legacy	is	a	testament	to	his	unparalleled	talent	and	his	ability	to	capture	the	timeless	truths	of	the	human	experience	in	his	writing.	Early	Life	and	BackgroundWilliam	Shakespeare	was	born	in	Stratford-upon-Avon,	England	in	1564	to	his	parents	John	Shakespeare,	who	was	a	glove	maker,	and	Mary	Arden,	who	was	a
local	heiress.	This	information	provides	insight	into	the	humble	beginnings	and	family	background	of	the	renowned	playwright	and	poet.Childhood	and	EducationThe	Kings	New	School	in	Stratford	is	a	prestigious	institution	with	a	long	history	of	providing	quality	education	to	young	students.	It	offers	a	well-rounded	curriculum	and	a	supportive
learning	environment	to	help	students	develop	their	academic	and	personal	skills.	Early	schooling	at	the	Kings	New	School	can	lay	a	strong	foundation	for	future	success	in	education	and	beyond.In	a	curriculum	focused	on	Latin,	literature,	and	classical	studies,	students	will	have	the	opportunity	to	explore	the	rich	history	and	cultural	significance	of
ancient	Rome	and	Greece.	They	will	study	Latin	language	and	literature,	delving	into	the	works	of	influential	writers	such	as	Virgil,	Ovid,	and	Cicero.	Additionally,	students	will	gain	a	deeper	understanding	of	classical	mythology,	philosophy,	and	history,	allowing	them	to	appreciate	the	enduring	impact	of	these	civilizations	on	modern	society.	This
comprehensive	curriculum	provides	a	solid	foundation	for	further	study	in	related	fields	and	a	well-rounded	education	in	the	humanities.Marriage	and	FamilyIn	1582,	the	union	between	individuals	often	occurred	at	a	young	age	and	was	often	arranged	by	families	for	reasons	such	as	social	status,	wealth,	and	political	alliances.	It	was	not	uncommon
for	there	to	be	a	significant	age	difference	between	the	individuals	involved,	with	older	men	often	marrying	much	younger	women.	The	societal	context	of	the	time	placed	a	strong	emphasis	on	the	patriarchal	structure	of	the	family,	where	the	husband	held	authority	over	his	wife	and	children.	Marriage	was	viewed	as	a	means	of	securing	property,
alliances,	and	ensuring	the	continuation	of	the	family	line.Children	and	FamilyThe	impact	of	Hamnets	death	on	Shakespeares	works,	such	as	Hamlet,	is	a	topic	that	has	been	widely	analyzed	and	debated	by	scholars.	Some	believe	that	the	death	of	Shakespeares	only	son	had	a	profound	influence	on	his	writing,	leading	to	a	deep	exploration	of	grief,
loss,	and	mortality	in	his	later	works.	Others	argue	that	there	is	no	direct	evidence	to	support	this	claim	and	that	Shakespeares	themes	and	characters	were	influenced	by	a	variety	of	factors.	Ultimately,	the	impact	of	Hamnets	death	on	Shakespeares	works	remains	a	complex	and	intriguing	subject	for	further	study.The	Lost	YearsThe	Lost	Years	refer
to	a	period	of	time	from	1585	to	1592	where	there	is	a	lack	of	documented	records	of	William	Shakespeares	life	and	activities.	This	has	led	to	much	speculation	and	debate	among	scholars	about	what	he	may	have	been	doing	during	this	time.	Some	theories	suggest	that	he	may	have	been	working	as	an	actor	or	a	teacher,	while	others	propose	that	he
may	have	been	traveling	or	involved	in	other	activities.	Despite	the	mystery	surrounding	these	years,	Shakespeares	works	continue	to	be	studied	and	celebrated,	and	his	legacy	as	one	of	the	greatest	playwrights	in	history	remains	intact.There	are	several	theories	about	the	events	of	this	time	period.	Some	have	suggested	that	there	may	have	been
opportunities	for	acting,	teaching,	or	traveling.	There	are	also	speculations	about	the	early	development	of	writing	and	the	migration	of	people	to	London	during	this	time.	These	theories	offer	potential	insights	into	the	activities	and	movements	of	people	during	this	era.The	first	recorded	mention	of	William	Shakespeare	in	London	was	in	1592	as	an
actor	and	playwright.	This	early	recognition	marked	the	beginning	of	his	influential	career	in	the	theater.The	London	Stage:	Rise	to	ProminenceThe	first	official	records	of	William	Shakespeare	in	London	date	back	to	1592,	when	he	was	recognized	as	an	actor	and	playwright.	This	marked	the	beginning	of	his	illustrious	career	in	the	citys	theater
scene.The	early	plays	of	William	Shakespeare,	such	as	Henry	VI	and	Titus	Andronicus,	were	significant	in	establishing	his	reputation	as	a	playwright.	These	works	showcased	his	talent	for	storytelling	and	character	development.	Additionally,	Shakespeares	connection	with	the	Lord	Chamberlains	Men	acting	company	provided	him	with	the	platform	to
showcase	his	plays	to	a	wider	audience,	contributing	to	his	early	success	in	the	theater	world.The	Globe	Theatre	was	constructed	in	1599	by	the	Lord	Chamberlains	Men,	a	company	in	which	William	Shakespeare	was	a	shareholder.	The	theatre	played	a	significant	role	in	Shakespeares	career	as	it	provided	a	venue	for	his	plays	to	be	performed.	It	also
helped	to	elevate	his	status	as	a	playwright	and	brought	him	financial	success.	The	Globe	Theatres	influence	on	Shakespeares	career	cannot	be	understated,	as	it	allowed	him	to	showcase	his	talents	and	reach	a	wider	audience.Major	Works	and	ThemesComedies,	tragedies,	and	histories	are	the	three	main	genres	of	plays	written	by	William
Shakespeare.	Comedies,	such	as	A	Midsummer	Nights	Dream,	typically	focus	on	themes	of	love	and	include	elements	of	mistaken	identity,	misunderstandings,	and	happy	endings.	Tragedies,	like	Hamlet	and	Macbeth,	explore	themes	of	power,	betrayal,	and	the	darker	aspects	of	human	nature.	Histories,	such	as	Richard	III,	are	based	on	real	historical
events	and	often	examine	themes	of	political	power,	ambition,	and	the	consequences	of	actions.	These	plays	continue	to	be	widely	studied	and	performed	due	to	their	timeless	exploration	of	universal	human	experiences.PoetryThe	sonnets	and	narrative	poems,	such	as	Venus	and	Adonis,	are	significant	works	in	Shakespeares	poetic	output.	They
showcase	his	mastery	of	form	and	language,	as	well	as	his	ability	to	create	compelling	narratives	and	explore	complex	emotions.	The	influence	of	the	plague	on	Shakespeares	poetic	output	is	a	topic	of	much	speculation	and	debate	among	scholars.	Some	argue	that	the	closure	of	theaters	due	to	the	plague	may	have	provided	Shakespeare	with	more
time	to	focus	on	writing	poetry,	leading	to	an	increase	in	his	output	during	this	period.	Others	suggest	that	the	fear	and	uncertainty	caused	by	the	plague	may	have	influenced	the	themes	and	tone	of	his	work,	leading	to	a	greater	emphasis	on	mortality	and	loss.Later	Life	and	RetirementIn	the	early	1600s,	William	Shakespeare	returned	to	Stratford
where	he	continued	to	write	and	became	involved	in	local	affairs.	These	years	were	the	final	chapter	of	his	life,	and	he	continued	to	make	a	significant	impact	on	his	community	while	also	leaving	behind	a	lasting	literary	legacy.Death	and	LegacyIn	1616,	William	Shakespeare	passed	away	and	was	buried	at	Holy	Trinity	Church	in	Stratford-upon-Avon.
His	epitaph,	which	is	inscribed	on	his	tombstone,	reads:	Good	friend	for	Jesus	sake	forbeare,	To	dig	the	dust	enclosed	here.	Blessed	be	the	man	that	spares	these	stones,	And	cursed	be	he	that	moves	my	bones.	This	epitaph	is	significant	because	it	serves	as	a	warning	to	anyone	who	might	consider	disturbing	Shakespeares	final	resting	place.	It	also
reflects	the	Christian	beliefs	of	the	time	and	the	desire	for	peace	in	death.	Shakespeares	burial	at	Holy	Trinity	Church	and	the	inscription	on	his	tombstone	have	become	important	aspects	of	his	legacy	and	continue	to	draw	visitors	from	around	the	world.Shakespeares	influence	on	literature	is	profound	and	far-reaching.	His	works	have	a	global	appeal
and	continue	to	be	celebrated	and	studied	across	cultures	and	time	periods.	The	timelessness	of	his	themes	and	characters	has	ensured	that	his	influence	remains	relevant	to	this	day.	Furthermore,	Shakespeares	plays	and	sonnets	have	been	adapted	and	reinterpreted	in	modern	media,	including	film,	television,	and	literature.	This	ongoing	reinvention
of	his	works	speaks	to	their	enduring	relevance	and	impact	on	contemporary	storytelling.	Overall,	Shakespeares	influence	on	literature	is	undeniable,	and	his	legacy	continues	to	shape	and	inspire	artistic	expression	around	the	world.Legacy	and	Cultural	ImpactShakespeares	influence	on	literature	is	undeniable.	His	works	have	a	global	appeal	and
their	themes	of	love,	power,	and	ambition	are	still	relevant	today.	His	plays	and	sonnets	have	been	adapted	and	reinterpreted	in	modern	media,	showcasing	the	timelessness	of	his	storytelling.	From	film	and	television	to	literature	and	theater,	Shakespeares	influence	can	be	seen	everywhere.	His	impact	on	literature	is	profound	and	continues	to
inspire	writers	and	artists	across	the	world.Shakespeares	Role	in	LanguageThe	English	language	has	been	constantly	evolving,	and	new	words	and	phrases	are	regularly	added	to	its	lexicon.	Many	of	these	additions	come	from	technological	advancements,	cultural	shifts,	and	global	influences.	Some	recent	contributions	to	the	English	language	include
words	like	selfie,	emoji,	and	twerk,	which	have	become	widely	recognized	and	used	in	everyday	conversations.	Additionally,	there	are	numerous	idioms	and	expressions	that	have	withstood	the	test	of	time	and	continue	to	be	used	in	modern	English.	Phrases	like	raining	cats	and	dogs,	barking	up	the	wrong	tree,	and	blessing	in	disguise	are	just	a	few
examples	of	lasting	idioms	that	have	become	ingrained	in	the	language.William	Shakespeare,	the	renowned	playwright,	poet,	and	actor,	began	his	extraordinary	journey	from	humble	beginnings	in	Stratford-upon-Avon,	England.	Despite	the	limitations	of	his	education	and	social	status,	Shakespeare	went	on	to	become	one	of	the	most	celebrated
writers	in	the	world.	His	genius	is	evident	in	the	timeless	themes	and	characters	he	created,	which	continue	to	resonate	with	audiences	today.	From	love	and	betrayal	to	power	and	ambition,	Shakespeares	works	offer	profound	insights	into	the	human	experience.	His	influence	can	be	seen	in	various	forms	of	literature,	theater,	and	even	modern
media.	In	todays	world,	Shakespeares	relevance	remains	undiminished,	as	his	plays	and	sonnets	continue	to	inspire	and	captivate	people	of	all	ages	and	backgrounds.	Please	take	your	seats,	the	show	is	about	to	commence!	All	settled?	Then	lets	discover	the	life	of	the	greatest	ever	playwright	in	our	fascinating	Shakespeare	facts	William	Shakespeare
factsFull	name:William	Shakespeare.Born:Exact	date	unknown,	but	baptised	26April	1564.Hometown:Stratford-upon-Avon,	England.Occupation:Playwright,	actor	and	poet.Died:23	April	1616.Best	known	for:Writing	hugely	successful	theatre	plays!Also	known	as:	The	Bard	of	Avon.1)	During	his	lifetime,	William	Shakespeare	wrote	around	37	plays	for
the	theatre	and	over	150	poems!	No	one	can	say	the	exact	number,	because	some	of	his	work	may	have	been	lost	over	time	and	some	may	have	been	written	with	the	help	of	other	people.2)	William	was	born	in	Stratford-upon-Avon	in	1564,	during	Englands	Tudor	period.	He	was	one	of	eight	children	born	to	John	Shakespeare,	a	well-to-do	glove-maker
and	leather	worker,	and	his	wife,	Mary	Arden,	an	heiress	from	a	wealthy	family.3)	Very	little	is	known	about	William	Shakespeares	early	years.	In	fact,	his	actual	date	of	birth	remains	a	mystery	to	this	day!	But	its	believed	he	had	a	good	upbringing,	attended	a	good	school	and	enjoyed	playing	outdoors	a	lot.Did	you	know	that	we	have	a	FREE
downloadable	William	Shakespeare	primary	resource?	Great	for	teachers,	homeschoolers	and	parents	alike!4)	In	1582,	William	married	a	farmers	daughter	called	Anne	Hathaway.	They	had	three	children	together	a	daughter	called	Susanna,	and	twins,Judith	and	Hamnet.5)	Come	1585,	the	mysterious	William	Shakespeare	disappeared	from	records
for	around	seven	years!	Historians	often	refer	to	this	part	of	the	writers	life	as	the	lost	years6)	Then,	in	1592	he	suddenly	turned	up	in	London	as	an	actor	and	playwright.	But	poor	William	didnt	have	it	easy	his	jealous	rivals,	known	as	the	University	Wits,	criticised	and	made	fun	of	his	work.	One	writer,	named	Robert	Greene,	referred	to	him	as	an
upstart	crow!7)	William	was	part	of	a	theatre	company	called	Lord	Chamberlains	Men,	who	regularly	performed	at	a	place	called	The	Theatre.	But	after	a	dispute	with	the	landlord,	they	took	the	building	apart,	rebuilt	it	across	the	river	and	named	it	the	Globe.8)	A	large,	open-air	theatre,	the	Globe	accommodated	for	people	from	all	walks	of	life,
meaning	that	anyone	could	watch	a	performance	there.	If	you	were	poor,	you	could	only	afford	tickets	to	the	ground	floor	where	there	were	no	seats	and	you	were	exposed	to	the	cold,	wind	and	rain	that	came	in	through	the	open	top.	If	you	were	rich,	you	could	afford	to	sit	in	the	higher-level,	covered	galleries	in	a	comfy	seat	away	from	the	smelly
poor	people	below!9)	Shakespeares	plays	were	immediately	big	hits!	He	wrote	different	kinds	of	plays,	all	of	which	could	be	divided	into	three	categories:Tragedy	including	Hamlet,	Othello,	King	Lear	and	Romeo	and	JulietComedy	including	Twelfth	Night	and	the	TheTaming	of	the	ShrewHistory	including	Henry	IV,	Henry	V	and	Richard	IIIHis	plays
made	him	very	rich	and	famous.	So	much	so,	that	by	1598,	William	owned	houses	in	London	and	Stratford-up-Avon.10)	Shakespeares	plays	had	the	royal	seal	of	approval.	BothQueen	Elizabeth	I	and	James	VI	of	Scotland	and	I	of	England	would	often	hire	Shakespeares	company	to	come	and	perform	at	the	royal	court.11)	Plays	in	Shakespeares	time
were	different	to	the	ones	we	have	today.	There	were	no	female	actors	(womens	parts	were	played	by	men!),	and	audiences	could	be	very	rowdy.	They	would	shout,	boo	and	even	throw	food	at	the	actors	they	didnt	like!12)	Plays	at	the	Globe	featured	lots	of	exciting	special	effects,with	trap	doors,	actors	lifted	on	wires,	smoke,	fire	and	even	cannons!
Disaster	struck	in	1613	when	a	cannon	shot	set	fire	to	the	roof	of	the	Globe	and	burned	it	down!	It	wasnt	long	after	that	Shakespeare	retired	from	the	theatre.13)	Towards	the	end	of	his	life,	William	lived	quietly	back	in	his	hometown	of	Stratford-upon-Avon.	He	died	on	23	April	1616,	aged	52,	after	falling	ill.	Its	believed	he	may	have	died	on	his
birthday,	but	without	an	official	birth	record,	no	one	can	be	sure!14)	Written	on	Shakespeares	gravestone	in	Holy	Trinity	Church,	Stratford-upon-Avon,	is	a	cursewritten	by	the	famous	wordsmith	himself.	It	reads:Good	friend	for	Jesus	sake	forbear,To	dig	the	dust	enclosed	here.Blessed	be	the	man	that	spares	these	stones,And	cursed	be	he	that	moves
my	bones.15)	Today,	Shakespeares	work	is	studied	in	schools	and	universities	around	the	world,	and	his	stories	are	depicted	on	TV	and	in	films.	In	1997,	the	modern	Globe	Theatrewas	opened	in	London.	A	reconstruction	of	the	original,	its	just	a	few	hundred	metres	from	where	the	original	one	once	stood.	People	can	go	to	watch	plays	just	like	in
Shakespeares	day!Did	you	know?Many	scholars	wonder	if	Shakespeare	actually	wrote	his	plays!	He	made	no	mention	of	his	career	in	his	will	and	he	showed	great	knowledge	of	other	countries	in	his	plays,	despite	never	leaving	England.	Whats	most	likely,	however,	is	that	Shakespeare	pinched	his	references	from	classic	old	plays,	just	like	everyone
else	did!What	did	you	think	of	our	top	Shakespeare	facts?	Leave	a	comment	below	and	let	us	know!	Skip	to	main	content	Since	William	Shakespeare	lived	more	than	400	years	ago,	and	many	records	from	that	time	are	lost	or	never	existed	in	the	first	place,	we	dont	know	everything	about	Shakespeares	life.	For	example,	we	know	that	he	was	baptized
in	Stratford-upon-Avon,	100	miles	northwest	of	London,	on	April	26,	1564.	But	we	dont	know	his	exact	birthdate,	which	must	have	been	a	few	days	earlier.We	do	know	that	Shakespeares	life	revolved	around	two	locations:	Stratford	and	London.	He	grew	up,	had	a	family,	and	bought	property	in	Stratford,	but	he	worked	in	London,	the	center	of	English
theater.	As	an	actor,	a	playwright,	and	a	partner	in	a	leading	acting	company,	he	became	both	prosperous	and	well-known.	Even	without	knowing	everything	about	his	life,	fans	of	Shakespeare	have	imagined	and	reimagined	him	according	to	their	own	tastes.Looking	for	more	in-depth	information?	Need	something	you	can	cite?	Read	an	essay	about
Shakespeares	life	from	the	Folger	Shakespeare	Editions.	Read	essay	Visit	Shakespeare	Documented	to	see	primary-source	materials	documenting	Shakespeares	life.	This	online	resource	of	items	from	the	Folger	and	other	institutions	brings	together	all	known	manuscript	and	print	references	to	Shakespeare	and	his	works,	as	well	as	additional
references	to	his	family,	in	his	lifetime	and	shortly	thereafter.	William	Shakespeare	was	probably	born	on	about	April	23,	1564,	the	date	that	is	traditionally	given	for	his	birth.	He	was	John	and	Mary	Shakespeares	oldest	surviving	child;	their	first	two	children,	both	girls,	did	not	live	beyond	infancy.	Growing	up	as	the	big	brother	of	the	family,	William
had	three	younger	brothers,	Gilbert,	Richard,	and	Edmund,	and	two	younger	sisters:	Anne,	who	died	at	seven,	and	Joan.Their	father,	John	Shakespeare,	was	a	leatherworker	who	specialized	in	the	soft	white	leather	used	for	gloves	and	similar	items.	A	prosperous	businessman,	he	married	Mary	Arden,	of	the	prominent	Arden	family.	John	rose	through
local	offices	in	Stratford,	becoming	an	alderman	and	eventually,	when	William	was	five,	the	town	bailiffmuch	like	a	mayor.	Not	long	after	that,	however,	John	Shakespeare	stepped	back	from	public	life;	we	dont	know	why.Shakespeare,	as	the	son	of	a	leading	Stratford	citizen,	almost	certainly	attended	Stratfords	grammar	school.	Like	all	such	schools,
its	curriculum	consisted	of	an	intense	emphasis	on	the	Latin	classics,	including	memorization,	writing,	and	acting	classic	Latin	plays.	Shakespeare	most	likely	attended	until	about	age	15.	A	horn	book	in	the	Folger	collection,	similar	to	one	that	Shakespeare	might	have	learned	to	read	from	A	few	years	after	he	left	school,	in	late	1582,	William
Shakespeare	married	Anne	Hathaway.	She	was	already	expecting	their	first-born	child,	Susanna,	which	was	a	fairly	common	situation	at	the	time.	When	they	married,	Anne	was	26	and	William	was	18.	Anne	grew	up	just	outside	Stratford	in	the	village	of	Shottery.	After	marrying,	she	spent	the	rest	of	her	life	in	Stratford.In	early	1585,	the	couple	had
twins,	Judith	and	Hamnet,	completing	the	family.	In	the	years	ahead,	Anne	and	the	children	lived	in	Stratford	while	Shakespeare	worked	in	London,	although	we	dont	know	when	he	moved	there.	Some	later	observers	have	suggested	that	this	separation,	and	the	couples	relatively	few	children,	were	signs	of	a	strained	marriage,	but	we	do	not	know
that,	either.	Someone	pursuing	a	theater	career	had	no	choice	but	to	work	in	London,	and	many	branches	of	the	Shakespeares	had	small	families.Shakespeares	only	son,	Hamnet,	died	in	1596	at	the	age	of	11.	His	older	daughter	Susanna	later	married	a	well-to-do	Stratford	doctor,	John	Hall.	Their	daughter	Elizabeth,	Shakespeares	first	grandchild,
was	born	in	1608.	In	1616,	just	months	before	his	death,	Shakespeares	daughter	Judith	married	Thomas	Quiney,	a	Stratford	vintner.	The	family	subsequently	died	out,	leaving	no	direct	descendants	of	Shakespeare.	For	several	years	after	the	birth	of	Judith	and	Hamnet	in	1585,	nothing	is	known	for	certain	of	Shakespeares	activities:	how	he	earned	a
living,	when	he	moved	from	Stratford,	or	how	he	got	his	start	in	the	theater.Following	this	gap	in	the	record,	the	first	definite	mention	of	Shakespeare	is	in	1592	as	an	established	London	actor	and	playwright,	mocked	by	a	contemporary	as	a	Shake-scene.	The	same	writer	alludes	to	one	of	Shakespeares	earliest	history	plays,	Henry	VI,	Part	3,	which
must	already	have	been	performed.	The	next	year,	in	1593,	Shakespeare	published	a	long	poem,	Venus	and	Adonis.	The	first	quarto	editions	of	his	early	plays	appeared	in	1594.For	more	than	two	decades,	Shakespeare	had	multiple	roles	in	the	London	theater	as	an	actor,	playwright,	and,	in	time,	a	business	partner	in	a	major	acting	company,	the	Lord
Chamberlains	Men	(renamed	the	Kings	Men	in	1603).	Over	the	years,	he	became	steadily	more	famous	in	the	London	theater	world;	his	name,	which	was	not	even	listed	on	the	first	quartos	of	his	plays,	became	a	regular	featureclearly	a	selling	pointon	later	title	pages.	Shakespeare	prospered	financially	from	his	partnership	in	the	Lord	Chamberlains
Men	(later	the	Kings	Men),	as	well	as	from	his	writing	and	acting.	He	invested	much	of	his	wealth	in	real-estate	purchases	in	Stratford	and	bought	the	second-largest	house	in	town,	New	Place,	in	1597.Among	the	last	plays	that	Shakespeare	worked	on	was	The	Two	Noble	Kinsmen,	which	he	wrote	with	a	frequent	collaborator,	John	Fletcher,	most
likely	in	1613.	He	died	on	April	23,	1616the	traditional	date	of	his	birthday,	though	his	precise	birthdate	is	unknown.	We	also	do	not	know	the	cause	of	his	death.	His	brother-in-law	had	died	a	week	earlier,	which	could	imply	infectious	disease,	but	Shakespeares	health	may	have	had	a	longer	decline.The	memorial	bust	of	Shakespeare	at	Holy	Trinity
Church	in	Stratford	is	considered	one	of	two	authentic	likenesses,	because	it	was	approved	by	people	who	knew	him.	The	other	such	likeness	is	the	engraving	by	Martin	Droeshout	in	the	1623	First	Folio	edition	of	Shakespeares	plays,	produced	seven	years	after	his	death	by	his	friends	and	colleagues	from	the	Kings	Men.TimelineView	a	timeline	of
Shakespeares	life	with	links	to	key	supporting	documents	on	Shakespeare	Documented.View	timeline	Bust	of	William	Shakespeare	The	bust	of	Shakespeare	in	the	Folger	Reading	Room	is	a	copy	of	the	statue	at	Holy	Trinity	Church	in	Stratford.	William	Shakespeare	wrote	in	his	last	will	and	testament,	dated	March	25,	1616,	Item	I	gyve	unto	my	wife
my	second	best	bed	with	the	furniture	(furniture	is	used	to	refer	to	the	curtains	and	bedcover	which	formed	part	of	the	complete	bed).This	was	not	an	unusual	bequest,	nor	was	it	likely	to	have	been	intended	as	a	snub.	The	best	bed	was	usually	regarded	as	an	heirloom	piece,	to	be	passed	to	the	heir	rather	than	the	spouse.	It	is	also	probable	that	the
best	bed	would	have	been	reserved	for	guests,	meaning	the	second	best	was	the	bed	that	William	and	Anne	shared.	We	dont	really	know	how	Shakespeares	young	son	Hamnet	died.	He	had	a	twin	sister	named	Judith,	who	lived	to	adulthood	and	married,	but	Hamnet	died	at	the	age	of	11	and	a	half.	Child	mortality	was	high	in	the	16th	century;	there
were	no	antibiotics	and	many	childhood	diseases	might	therefore	prove	fatal,	such	as	scarlet	fever,	whooping	cough,	diphtheria,	and	even	measles.	He	was	buried	on	August	11,	1596.	GOOD	FREND	FOR	JESUS	SAKE	FORBEARE,TO	DIGG	THE	DUST	ENCLOASED	HEARE:BLESTE	BE	Ye	[the]	MAN	Yt	[that]	SPARES	THES	STONES,AND	CURST	BE
HE	Yt	[that]	MOVES	MY	BONES.	Yes,	Williams	father,	John	Shakespeare,	was	granted	a	coat	of	arms	in	1596.	It	was	disputed	in	1602	by	York	Herald,	Ralph	Brooke,	saying	that	the	arms	were	too	similar	to	existing	coats	of	arms,	and	that	the	family	was	unworthy.	However,	the	challenge	was	unsuccessful,	as	the	Shakespeare	coat	of	arms	appears	in
later	heraldic	collections	and	on	William	Shakespeares	funeral	monument	in	Holy	Trinity	Church,	Stratford-upon-Avon.	William	Shakespeare	and	Anne	Hathaway	had	three	children.	The	eldest,	Susanna,	was	baptized	on	May	26,	1583,	and	married	John	Hall	in	1607.	They	had	one	child,	Elizabeth,	in	1608.	Elizabeth	was	married	twice,	to	Thomas	Nash
in	1626,	and	to	John	Bernard	in	1649.	However,	she	had	no	children	by	either	husband.William	and	Anne	also	had	twins,	Judith	and	Hamnet,	who	were	baptized	on	February	2,	1585.	Hamnet	died	at	age	11	and	a	half.	Judith	married	Thomas	Quiney	in	1616,	and	the	couple	had	three	sons:	Shakespeare	Quiney,	who	died	in	infancy,	and	Richard	and
Thomas,	who	both	died	in	1639	within	a	month	of	each	other.	Since	neither	of	the	boys	married,	there	is	no	possibility	of	any	legitimate	descendants	from	Shakespeares	line.It	is	possible,	however,	to	claim	a	relationship	to	Shakespeare	through	his	sister,	Joan.	She	married	William	Hart	some	time	before	1600,	and	there	are	many	descendants	of	this
marriage	alive	today,	in	both	the	male	and	female	lines.	Find	out	whats	on,	read	our	latest	stories,	and	learn	how	you	can	get	involved.	Sign	up	WriterAdditional	CrewActorWilliam	Shakespeare's	birthdate	is	assumed	from	his	baptism	on	April	25.	His	father	John	was	the	son	of	a	farmer	who	became	asuccessful	tradesman;	his	mother	Mary	Arden	was
gentry.	He	studiedLatin	works	at	Stratford	Grammar	School,	leaving	at	about	age	15.	Aboutthis	time	his	father	suffered	an	unknown	financial	setback,	though	thefamily	home	remained	in	his	possession.	An	affair	with	Anne	Hathaway,eight	years	his	senior	and	a	nearby	farmer's	daughter,	led	to	pregnancyand	a	hasty	marriage	late	in	1582.	Susanna
was	born	in	May	of	1583,twins	Hamnet	and	Judith	in	January	of	1585.	By	1592	he	was	anestablished	actor	and	playwright	in	London	though	his	"career	path"afterward	(fugitive?	butcher?	soldier?	actor?)	is	highly	debated.	Whenplague	closed	the	London	theatres	for	two	years	he	apparently	toured;he	also	wrote	two	long	poems,	"Venus	and	Adonis"
and	"The	Rape	ofLucrece".	He	may	have	spent	this	time	at	the	estate	of	the	Earl	ofSouthampton.	By	December	1594	he	was	back	in	London	as	a	member	of	theLord	Chamberlain's	Men,	the	company	he	stayed	with	the	rest	of	hislife.	In	1596	he	seems	to	have	purchased	a	coat	of	arms	for	his	father;the	same	year	Hamnet	died	at	age	11.	The	following
year	he	purchasedthe	grand	Stratford	mansion	New	Place.	A	1598	edition	of	"Love'sLabors"	was	the	first	to	bear	his	name,	though	he	was	alreadyregarded	as	England's	greatest	playwright.	He	is	believed	to	havewritten	his	"Sonnets"	during	the	1590s.	In	1599	he	became	a	partner	inthe	new	Globe	Theatre,	the	company	of	which	joined	the	royal
householdon	the	accession	of	James	in	1603.	That	is	the	last	year	in	which	heappeared	in	a	cast	list.	He	seems	to	have	retired	to	Stratford	in	1612,where	he	continued	to	be	active	in	real	estate	investment.	The	cause	ofhis	death	is	unknown.You	have	no	recently	viewed	pages,the	free	encyclopedia	that	anyone	can	edit.117,937	active	editors	7,001,591
articles	in	EnglishThe	English-language	Wikipedia	thanks	its	contributors	for	creating	more	than	seven	million	articles!	Learn	how	you	can	take	part	in	the	encyclopedia's	continued	improvement.Members	of	the	victorious	Blondie	crewThe	Boat	Race	2018	took	place	on	24March.	Held	annually,	The	Boat	Race	is	a	side-by-side	rowing	race	between
crews	from	the	universities	of	Oxford	and	Cambridge	along	a	4.2-mile	(6.8km)	tidal	stretch	of	the	River	Thames	in	south-west	London,	England.	For	the	third	time	in	the	history	of	the	event,	the	men's,	the	women's	and	both	reserves'	races	were	all	held	on	the	Tideway	on	the	same	day.	The	women's	race	saw	Cambridge	lead	from	the	start,	eventually
winning	by	a	considerable	margin	to	take	the	overall	record	to	4330	in	their	favour.	In	the	women's	reserve	race,	Cambridge's	Blondie	(crew	pictured)	defeated	Oxford's	Osiris	by	nine	lengths.	The	men's	reserve	race	was	won	by	Cambridge's	Goldie,	who	defeated	Oxford's	Isis	by	a	margin	of	four	lengths.	The	men's	race	was	the	final	event	of	the	day
and	completed	a	whitewash	as	Cambridge	won,	taking	the	overall	record	to	8380	in	their	favour.	The	races	were	watched	by	around	250,000	spectators	live,	and	broadcast	around	the	world.	(Fullarticle...)Recently	featured:	Radar,	Gun	Laying,	Mk.I	and	Mk.IIAndrea	NavageroNosy	KombaArchiveBy	emailMore	featured	articlesAboutKitty	Marion...	that
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mob	as	he	fled	Rome	ahead	of	the	arrival	of	a	Vandal	force	that	sacked	the	city.1223	Mongol	invasion	of	Kievan	Rus':	Mongol	forces	defeated	a	Kievan	Rus'	army	at	the	Battle	of	the	Kalka	River	in	present-day	Ukraine.1468	Cardinal	Bessarion	(pictured)	announced	his	donation	of	746	Greek	and	Latin	codices	to	the	Republic	of	Venice,	forming	the
Biblioteca	Marciana.1935	A	magnitude-7.7	earthquake	struck	Balochistan	in	British	India,	now	part	of	Pakistan,	killing	between	30,000	and	60,000	people.2013	A	tornado	struck	Central	Oklahoma,	killing	eight	people	and	injuring	more	than	150	others.Albertino	Mussato	(d.1329)Joseph	Grimaldi	(d.1837)Dina	Boluarte	(b.1962)Mbaye	Diagne
(d.1994)More	anniversaries:	May	30May	31June	1ArchiveBy	emailList	of	days	of	the	yearAboutCucumis	metuliferus,	the	African	horned	cucumber,	is	an	annual	vine	in	the	cucumber	and	melon	family,	Cucurbitaceae.	Its	fruit	has	horn-like	spines,	hence	the	name	"horned	melon".	The	ripe	fruit	has	orange	skin	and	lime-green,	jelly-like	flesh.	It	is	native
to	Southern	Africa,	where	it	is	a	traditional	food.	Along	with	the	gemsbok	cucumber	and	the	citron	melon,	it	is	one	of	the	few	sources	of	water	during	the	dry	season	in	the	Kalahari	Desert.	This	photograph,	which	was	focus-stacked	from	25	separate	images,	shows	two	C.metuliferus	fruits,	one	whole	and	the	other	in	cross-section.Photograph	credit:
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Julian	calendar.	At	the	time,	it	was	known	as	the	Year	of	the	Consulship	of	Valentinianus	and	Anthemius	(or,	less	frequently,	year	1208	Ab	urbe	condita).	The	denomination	455	for	this	year	has	been	used	since	the	early	medieval	period,	when	the	Anno	Domini	calendar	era	became	the	prevalent	method	in	Europe	for	naming	years.March	16	Emperor
Valentinian	III,	age	35,	is	assassinated	by	two	Hunnic	retainers	of	the	late	Flavius	Aetius,	while	training	with	the	bow	on	the	Campus	Martius	(Rome),	ending	the	Theodosian	dynasty.	His	primicerius	sacri	cubiculi,	Heraclius,	is	also	murdered.March	17	Petronius	Maximus,	former	domesticus	("elite	bodyguard")	of	Aetius,	becomes	(with	support	of	the
Roman	Senate)	emperor	of	the	Western	Roman	Empire.	He	secures	the	throne	by	bribing	officials	of	the	imperial	palace.	Maximus	consolidates	his	power	by	a	forced	marriage	with	Licinia	Eudoxia,	widow	of	Valentinian	III.Maximus	appoints	Avitus,	most	trusted	general,	to	the	rank	of	magister	militum	and	sends	him	on	an	embassy	to	Toulouse,	to	gain
the	support	of	the	Visigoths.	He	elevates	his	son	Palladius	to	Caesar	and	has	him	marry	Eudocia,	eldest	daughter	of	Valentinian	III.May	31	Maximus	is	stoned	to	death	by	an	angry	mob	while	fleeing	Rome.	A	widespread	panic	occurs	when	many	citizens	hear	the	news	that	the	Vandals	are	plundering	the	Italian	mainland.June	2	Sack	of	Rome:	King
Genseric	leads	the	Vandals	into	Rome,	after	he	has	promised	Pope	Leo	I	not	to	burn	and	plunder	the	city.	Genseric	sacks	the	city	for	a	period	of	two	weeks.	Eudoxia	and	her	daughters,	Eudocia	and	Placidia,	are	taken	hostage.	The	loot	is	sent	to	the	harbour	of	Ostia	and	loaded	into	ships,	from	whence	the	Vandals	depart	and	return	to	Carthage.July	9
Avitus	is	proclaimed	Roman	emperor	at	Toulouse,	and	later	recognised	by	the	Gallic	chiefs	in	Viernum	(near	Arles).September	21	Avitus	enters	Rome	with	a	Gallic	army.	He	restores	the	imperial	authority	in	Noricum	(modern	Austria)	and	leaves	a	Gothic	force	under	Remistus,	Visigoth	general	(magister	militum),	at	Ravenna.The	Ostrogoths	conquer
Pannonia	and	Dalmatia.Battle	of	Aylesford:	Prince	Vortimer	rebels	against	the	pro-Anglo-Saxon	policies	of	his	father,	Vortigern.	He	is	defeated	in	the	battle	at	Aylesford	(Kent).	Hengist	and	his	son	Oisc	become	king	of	Kent.	Horsa	and	Catigern,	brother	of	Vortimer,	are	killed.	The	Britons	withdraw	to	London	(according	to	the	Anglo-Saxon
Chronicle).Skandagupta	succeeds	Kumaragupta	I	as	ruler	of	the	Gupta	Empire	(India).	During	his	reign	he	crushes	the	Hun	invasion;	however,	the	expense	of	the	wars	drains	the	empire's	resources	and	contributes	to	its	decline.Gaero	becomes	king	of	the	Korean	kingdom	of	Baekje.[1]Earliest	recorded	date	at	Chichen	Itza	on	the	Yucatn	Peninsula
(Mexico)	(approximate	date).Barter	economy	replaces	organized	trade	as	Romans	and	other	citizens	desert	their	towns	for	the	countryside,	where	they	will	be	less	vulnerable	to	barbarian	raids	(approximate	date).The	city	of	Vindobona	(Vienna)	is	struck	by	an	epidemic	that	spreads	through	the	Roman	provinces.	The	disease	is	probably	streptococcus
or	a	form	of	scarlet	fever	with	streptococcus	pneumoniae	(approximate	date).Rusticus,	archbishop	of	Lyon	(approximate	date)Wang	Baoming,	empress	of	the	Southern	Qi	(d.	512)March	16Valentinian	III,	emperor	of	the	Western	Roman	Empire	(b.	419)Heraclius,	Roman	courtier	(primicerius	sacri	cubiculi	)May	31	Petronius	Maximus,	emperor	of	the
Western	Roman	EmpireBiyu	of	Baekje,	king	of	Baekje[1]Catigern,	prince	and	son	of	Vortigern	(approximate	date)Horsa,	leader	of	the	Anglo-Saxons	(approximate	date)Kumaragupta	I,	ruler	of	the	Gupta	Empire	(India)Niall	Noigiallach,	High	King	of	Ireland	(approximate	date)Palladius,	son	of	Petronius	Maximus	(approximate	date)Prosper	of	Aquitaine,
disciple	and	Christian	writer	(approximate	date)^	a	b	"List	of	Rulers	of	Korea".	www.metmuseum.org.	Retrieved	April	20,	2019.Retrieved	from	"	3One	hundred	years,	from	301	to	400Millennia1stmillenniumCenturies3rdcentury4thcentury5thcenturyTimelines3rdcentury4thcentury5thcenturyState
leaders3rdcentury4thcentury5thcenturyDecades300s310s320s330s340s350s360s370s380s390sCategories:Births	Deaths	Establishments	DisestablishmentsvteEastern	Hemisphere	at	the	beginning	of	the	4th	century	CE.Eastern	Hemisphere	at	the	end	of	the	4th	century	CE.The	4th	century	was	the	time	period	from	301	CE	(represented	by	the	Roman
numerals	CCCI)	to	400	CE	(CD)	in	accordance	with	the	Julian	calendar.	In	the	West,	the	early	part	of	the	century	was	shaped	by	Constantine	the	Great,	who	became	the	first	Roman	emperor	to	adopt	Christianity.	Gaining	sole	reign	of	the	empire,	he	is	also	noted	for	re-establishing	a	single	imperial	capital,	choosing	the	site	of	ancient	Byzantium	in	330
(over	the	current	capitals,	which	had	effectively	been	changed	by	Diocletian's	reforms	to	Milan	in	the	West,	and	Nicomedeia	in	the	East)	to	build	the	city	soon	called	Nova	Roma	(New	Rome);	it	was	later	renamed	Constantinople	in	his	honor.The	last	emperor	to	control	both	the	eastern	and	western	halves	of	the	empire	was	Theodosius	I.	As	the	century
progressed	after	his	death,	it	became	increasingly	apparent	that	the	empire	had	changed	in	many	ways	since	the	time	of	Augustus.	The	two-emperor	system	originally	established	by	Diocletian	in	the	previous	century	fell	into	regular	practice,	and	the	east	continued	to	grow	in	importance	as	a	centre	of	trade	and	imperial	power,	while	Rome	itself
diminished	greatly	in	importance	due	to	its	location	far	from	potential	trouble	spots,	like	Central	Europe	and	the	East.	Late	in	the	century	Christianity	became	the	official	state	religion,	and	the	empire's	old	pagan	culture	began	to	disappear.[citation	needed]	General	prosperity	was	felt	throughout	this	period,	but	recurring	invasions	by	Germanic	tribes
plagued	the	empire	from	376[1][2]	CE	onward.	These	early	invasions	marked	the	beginning	of	the	end	for	the	Western	Roman	Empire.In	China,	the	Jin	dynasty,	which	had	united	the	nation	prior	in	280,	began	rapidly	facing	trouble	by	the	start	of	the	century	due	to	political	infighting,	which	led	to	the	insurrections	of	the	northern	barbarian	tribes
(starting	the	Sixteen	Kingdoms	period),	which	quickly	overwhelmed	the	empire,	forcing	the	Jin	court	to	retreat	and	entrench	itself	in	the	south	past	the	Yangtze	river,	starting	what	is	known	as	the	Eastern	Jin	dynasty	around	317.	Towards	the	end	of	the	century,	Emperor	of	the	Former	Qin,	Fu	Jin,	united	the	north	under	his	banner,	and	planned	to
conquer	the	Jin	dynasty	in	the	south,	so	as	to	finally	reunite	the	land,	but	was	decisively	defeated	at	the	Battle	of	Fei	River	in	383,	causing	massive	unrest	and	civil	war	in	his	empire,	thereby	leading	to	the	fall	of	the	Former	Qin,	and	the	continued	existence	of	the	Eastern	Jin	dynasty.According	to	archaeologists,	sufficient	archaeological	evidence
correlates	of	state-level	societies	coalesced	in	the	4th	century	to	show	the	existence	in	Korea	of	the	Three	Kingdoms	(300/400668	CE)	of	Baekje,	Goguryeo,	and	Silla.Historians	of	the	Roman	Empire	refer	to	the	"Long	Fourth	Century"	to	the	period	spanning	the	fourth	century	proper	but	starting	earlier	with	the	accession	of	the	Emperor	Diocletian	in
284	and	ending	later	with	the	death	of	Honorius	in	423	or	of	Theodosius	II	in	450.[3]See	also:	Christianity	in	the	4th	centuryGregory	the	Illuminator	mosaic,	converted	Armenia	from	Zoroastrianism	to	ChristianityContemporary	bronze	head	of	Constantine	I	(r.	306337	AD)Early	4th	century	Former	audience	hall	now	known	as	the	Basilica,	Trier,
Germany,	is	built.Early	4th	century	The	Gupta	Empire	is	established.301:	Armenia	first	to	adopt	Christianity	as	state	religion.304439:	The	Sixteen	Kingdoms	in	China	begins.306337:	Constantine	the	Great,	ends	persecution	of	Christians	in	the	Roman	Empire	(see	also	Constantinian	shift)	and	Constantinople	becomes	new	seat	of	government	(New
Rome).Tikal	had	a	population	of	about	100,000	when	it	was	conquered	by	Teotihuacan,	less	than	a	fourth	of	its	peak	population[4]320:	Butuan	Boat	One,	the	oldest	known	Balangay,	a	multi-purpose	ship	native	to	the	Philippines	is	built.325328:	The	Kingdom	of	Aksum	adopts	Christianity.325:	Constantine	the	Great	calls	the	First	Council	of	Nicaea	to
pacify	Christianity	in	the	grip	of	the	Arian	controversy.335380:	Samudragupta	expands	the	Gupta	Empire.337:	Constantine	the	Great	is	baptized	a	Christian	on	his	death	bed.350:	About	this	time	the	Kingdom	of	Aksum	conquers	the	Kingdom	of	Kush.350400:	At	some	time	during	this	period,	the	Huns	began	to	attack	the	Sassanid	Empire.[2]350:	The
Kutai	Martadipura	kingdom	in	eastern	Borneo	produced	the	earliest	known	stone	inscriptions	in	Indonesia	known	as	the	Mulavarman	inscription	written	in	the	Sanskrit	language	using	Pallava	scripture.[5]Mid-4th	century	Dish,	from	Mildenhall,	England,	is	made.	It	is	now	kept	at	the	British	Museum,	London.Mid-4th	century	Wang	Xizhi	makes	a
portion	of	a	letter	from	the	Feng	Ju	album.	Six	Dynasties	period.	It	is	now	kept	at	National	Palace	Museum,	Taipei,	Taiwan,	Republic	of	China.365:	An	earthquake	with	a	magnitude	of	at	least	eight	strikes	the	Eastern	Mediterranean.	The	following	tsunami	causes	widespread	destruction	in	Crete,	Greece,	Libya,	Egypt,	Cyprus,	and	Sicily.376:	Visigoths
appear	on	the	Danube	and	are	allowed	entry	into	the	Roman	Empire	in	their	flight	from	the	Huns.378:	Battle	of	Adrianople:	Roman	army	is	defeated	by	the	Visigoth	cavalry.	Emperor	Valens	is	killed.378395:	Theodosius	I,	Roman	emperor,	bans	pagan	worship,	Christianity	is	made	the	official	religion	of	the	Empire.378:	Siyaj	K'ak'	conquers	Waka	on
(January	8),	Tikal	(January	16)	and	Uaxactun.Wall	painting	of	the	Council	of	Constantinople	(381)	in	the	Stavropoleos	monastery,	Romania381:	First	Council	of	Constantinople	reaffirms	the	Christian	doctrine	of	the	Trinity	by	adding	to	the	creed	of	Nicaea.383:	Battle	of	Fei	River	in	China.395:	The	Battle	of	Canhe	Slope	occurs.395:	Roman	emperor
Theodosius	I	dies,	causing	the	Roman	Empire	to	split	permanently.Late	4th	century:	Cubiculum	of	Leonis,	Catacomb	of	Commodilla,	near	Rome,	is	made.Late	4th	century:	Atrium	added	in	the	Old	St.	Peter's	Basilica,	Rome.For	a	more	comprehensive	list,	see	Timeline	of	historic	inventions	4th	century.The	Stirrup	was	invented	in	China,	no	later	than
322.[6][1]Kama	Sutra,	dated	between	c.400	BC	to	c.	300	AD.[7][8]Iron	pillar	of	Delhi,	India	is	the	world's	first	Iron	Pillar.[citation	needed]Trigonometric	functions:	The	trigonometric	functions	sine	and	versine	originated	in	Indian	astronomy.[9]Codex	Sinaiticus	and	the	Codex	Vaticanus	Graecus	1209,	are	the	earliest	Christian	bibles.[10][11]Book	of
Steps,	Syriac	religious	discourses.[citation	needed]^	a	b	"The	invention	and	influences	of	stirrup".	Archived	from	the	original	on	December	3,	2008.^	a	b	Roberts,	J:	"History	of	the	World".	Penguin,	1994.^	The	Long	Fourth	Century	284450:	Continuity	and	Change	in	the	Later	Roman	Empire	ed.	S.	McGill,	C.	Sogno	and	E.	Watts	(Cambridge	2008).^
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Ask	the	Chatbot	a	Question	Shakespeare	also	spelled:	Shakspere	Byname:	Bard	of	Avon	or	Swan	of	Avon	Died:	April	23,	1616,	Stratford-upon-Avon	Movement	/	Style:	Jacobean	age	William	Shakespeare	(baptized	April	26,	1564,	Stratford-upon-Avon,	Warwickshire,	Englanddied	April	23,	1616,	Stratford-upon-Avon)	was	a	poet,	dramatist,	and	actor	often
called	the	English	national	poet.	He	is	considered	by	many	to	be	the	greatest	dramatist	of	all	time.Shakespeare	occupies	a	position	unique	in	world	literature.	Other	poets,	such	as	Homer	and	Dante,	and	novelists,	such	as	Leo	Tolstoy	and	Charles	Dickens,	have	transcended	national	barriers,	but	no	writers	living	reputation	can	compare	to	that	of
Shakespeare,	whose	plays,	written	in	the	late	16th	and	early	17th	centuries	for	a	small	repertory	theatre,	are	now	performed	and	read	more	often	and	in	more	countries	than	ever	before.	The	prophecy	of	his	great	contemporary,	the	poet	and	dramatist	Ben	Jonson,	that	Shakespeare	was	not	of	an	age,	but	for	all	time,	has	been	fulfilled.It	may	be
audacious	even	to	attempt	a	definition	of	his	greatness,	but	it	is	not	so	difficult	to	describe	the	gifts	that	enabled	him	to	create	imaginative	visions	of	pathos	and	mirth	that,	whether	read	or	witnessed	in	the	theatre,	fill	the	mind	and	linger	there.	He	is	a	writer	of	great	intellectual	rapidity,	perceptiveness,	and	poetic	power.	Other	writers	have	had	these
qualities,	but	with	Shakespeare	the	keenness	of	mind	was	applied	not	to	abstruse	or	remote	subjects	but	to	human	beings	and	their	complete	range	of	emotions	and	conflicts.	Other	writers	have	applied	their	keenness	of	mind	in	this	way,	but	Shakespeare	is	astonishingly	clever	with	words	and	images,	so	that	his	mental	energy,	when	applied	to
intelligible	human	situations,	finds	full	and	memorable	expression,	convincing	and	imaginatively	stimulating.	As	if	this	were	not	enough,	the	art	form	into	which	his	creative	energies	went	was	not	remote	and	bookish	but	involved	the	vivid	stage	impersonation	of	human	beings,	commanding	sympathy	and	inviting	vicarious	participation.	Thus,
Shakespeares	merits	can	survive	translation	into	other	languages	and	into	cultures	remote	from	that	of	Elizabethan	England.	Learn	about	William	Shakespeare's	early	boyhood	and	path	to	London	to	become	a	playwright	and	actorThis	film	recounts	the	life	of	Shakespeare	from	his	early	boyhood	through	his	productive	years	as	a	playwright	and	actor
in	London.	It	is	a	1955	production	of	Encyclopdia	Britannica	Educational	Corporation.See	all	videos	for	this	articleAlthough	the	amount	of	factual	knowledge	available	about	Shakespeare	is	surprisingly	large	for	one	of	his	station	in	life,	many	find	it	a	little	disappointing,	for	it	is	mostly	gleaned	from	documents	of	an	official	character.	Dates	of
baptisms,	marriages,	deaths,	and	burials;	wills,	conveyances,	legal	processes,	and	payments	by	the	courtthese	are	the	dusty	details.	There	are,	however,	many	contemporary	allusions	to	him	as	a	writer,	and	these	add	a	reasonable	amount	of	flesh	and	blood	to	the	biographical	skeleton.	The	parish	register	of	Holy	Trinity	Church	in	Stratford-upon-Avon,
Warwickshire,	shows	that	he	was	baptized	there	on	April	26,	1564;	his	birthday	is	traditionally	celebrated	on	April	23.	His	father,	John	Shakespeare,	was	a	burgess	of	the	borough,	who	in	1565	was	chosen	an	alderman	and	in	1568	bailiff	(the	position	corresponding	to	mayor,	before	the	grant	of	a	further	charter	to	Stratford	in	1664).	He	was	engaged
in	various	kinds	of	trade	and	appears	to	have	suffered	some	fluctuations	in	prosperity.	His	wife,	Mary	Arden,	of	Wilmcote,	Warwickshire,	came	from	an	ancient	family	and	was	the	heiress	to	some	land.	(Given	the	somewhat	rigid	social	distinctions	of	the	16th	century,	this	marriage	must	have	been	a	step	up	the	social	scale	for	John	Shakespeare.)
Stratford	enjoyed	a	grammar	school	of	good	quality,	and	the	education	there	was	free,	the	schoolmasters	salary	being	paid	by	the	borough.	No	lists	of	the	pupils	who	were	at	the	school	in	the	16th	century	have	survived,	but	it	would	be	absurd	to	suppose	the	bailiff	of	the	town	did	not	send	his	son	there.	The	boys	education	would	consist	mostly	of
Latin	studieslearning	to	read,	write,	and	speak	the	language	fairly	well	and	studying	some	of	the	Classical	historians,	moralists,	and	poets.	Shakespeare	did	not	go	on	to	the	university,	and	indeed	it	is	unlikely	that	the	scholarly	round	of	logic,	rhetoric,	and	other	studies	then	followed	there	would	have	interested	him.	Instead,	at	age	18	he	married.
Where	and	exactly	when	are	not	known,	but	the	episcopal	registry	at	Worcester	preserves	a	bond	dated	November	28,	1582,	and	executed	by	two	yeomen	of	Stratford,	named	Sandells	and	Richardson,	as	a	security	to	the	bishop	for	the	issue	of	a	license	for	the	marriage	of	William	Shakespeare	and	Anne	Hathaway	of	Stratford,	upon	the	consent	of	her
friends	and	upon	once	asking	of	the	banns.	(Anne	died	in	1623,	seven	years	after	Shakespeare.	There	is	good	evidence	to	associate	her	with	a	family	of	Hathaways	who	inhabited	a	beautiful	farmhouse,	now	much	visited,	2	miles	[3.2	km]	from	Stratford.)	The	next	date	of	interest	is	found	in	the	records	of	the	Stratford	church,	where	a	daughter,	named
Susanna,	born	to	William	Shakespeare,	was	baptized	on	May	26,	1583.	On	February	2,	1585,	twins	were	baptized,	Hamnet	and	Judith.	(Hamnet,	Shakespeares	only	son,	died	11	years	later.)	How	Shakespeare	spent	the	next	eight	years	or	so,	until	his	name	begins	to	appear	in	London	theatre	records,	is	not	known.	There	are	storiesgiven	currency	long
after	his	deathof	stealing	deer	and	getting	into	trouble	with	a	local	magnate,	Sir	Thomas	Lucy	of	Charlecote,	near	Stratford;	of	earning	his	living	as	a	schoolmaster	in	the	country;	of	going	to	London	and	gaining	entry	to	the	world	of	theatre	by	minding	the	horses	of	theatregoers.	It	has	also	been	conjectured	that	Shakespeare	spent	some	time	as	a
member	of	a	great	household	and	that	he	was	a	soldier,	perhaps	in	the	Low	Countries.	In	lieu	of	external	evidence,	such	extrapolations	about	Shakespeares	life	have	often	been	made	from	the	internal	evidence	of	his	writings.	But	this	method	is	unsatisfactory:	one	cannot	conclude,	for	example,	from	his	allusions	to	the	law	that	Shakespeare	was	a
lawyer,	for	he	was	clearly	a	writer	who	without	difficulty	could	get	whatever	knowledge	he	needed	for	the	composition	of	his	plays.	
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