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No one really wants to wait for an emergency before finding out whether there are appropriate life jackets on board. In an emergency, you want to be confident that you have the right safety gear aboard. When seconds can mean life and death, that’s not the time to read tags to find out what US coast guard approved life jackets you have. Therefore,
we want to spend some time here going over the various USCG life jacket types, to make clear sense of it. Are all jackets US Coast Guard Approved Life Jackets? You may be wondering whether all life jackets are US Coast Guard approved life jackets. The answer is NO! Some life vests or flotation devices are not approved USCQG life jacket types. That
is why it is very important to check the label for all pertinent information before buying a life vest. The label of all US Coast Guard approved life jackets contains a statement that it is approved, with an approval number. This guarantees that the life vest is approved as a USCG life jacket types. When the Coast Guard stops you on the water to do a
safety check, they will almost always check whether you have the right life jackets onboard. So keep in mind your on-water activity and whether you need to have US Coast Guard approved life jackets. USCG Life Jacket Types There are 5 categories USCQG life jacket types that you will see when you shop. They are labeled Type I through IV. Each type
corresponds to the type of activity you're engaged in. It is important to have the right life jacket for the right activity. Think of it like having the right tool for the job. You wouldn’t cut a 2x4 with a knife, or use a chainsaw to cut your sandwich, right (hopefully!)? Or in this case, you wouldn’t want a pool floaty if you have an emergency a mile off-shore
and have to abandon ship. While you’re looking at the label, make sure that it has the USCG life jacket types approval on there! Pay special attention to key factors of the various US Coast guard approved life jackets. These are minimum buoyancy, activity type, and other safety features. Let’s run through some of these real quick: Inherently buoyant
vs inflatable Inherently buoyant or inflatable? Most types come in both flavors, and the difference is that one is always at its maximum shape/size, while an inflatable is generally compact and inflates when needed. Ever see those stiff, orange foam life jackets on ferries or tour boats? Those are inherently buoyant, and they always stay the same shape.
The downside is that they are usually bulky and uncomfortable for long periods of time. The upside of inflatable life jackets is that they are generally compact and out of the way, until they’'re needed. Another consideration to keep in mind is that you need to maintain the inflatable US Coast Guard approved life jackets, especially if they have an
automatic inflation device. For inflatable jackets, there is a CO2 cartridge that fires when the jacket is submerged into the water and pumps air into the compartments. So, you need to keep an eye out on the mechanism to make sure it’s in working condition. In the end, it sometimes comes down to preference and the activity type, as that can further
inform you which type may be more suited for you. Activity types Offshore, near-shore, rough waters, protected waters? These are the questions you need to ask yourself when considering the type of activity you'll be engaged in. Each jacket type corresponds to the type of activity as it has different features that are useful for each situation. Safety
Features Minimum buoyancy, neck support, activity type, manual backup for automatic inflatables; These are the additional factors to keep in mind. The minimum buoyancy is what the USCG life jacket types will support in the water. Most life jackets range from 15 lbs. to 22 lbs. of buoyancy. We’ll save the math behind this calculation for another
article, but a 200 pound person weighs about 10 pounds in the water. So a 15 pound rated life jacket will have no problem keeping that person afloat. Neck support is another factor you should consider as that can help the life jacket turn an unconscious wearer face up. In a really severe situation, you wouldn’t want to be knocked unconscious, thrown
in the water, and then drown from your head facing down. Now that we have that out of the way, let’s look at the USCQG life jacket types, and dig into what each means: Type I Type I US Coast Guard approved life jackets are meant for cruising, racing, offshore fishing or for stormy conditions. These are usually hardy life jackets meant for those that
are serious about their on-water activities and need to be self-reliant. The key here is that if things go wrong, rescue may not come right away. Think of the sailors who cross oceans, or fishermen who are out in all kinds of weather. You don’t even have to cross oceans, as storms and weather can change at any time even if you are cruising just
offshore. And you know Murphy’s law, you may run into trouble even on a perfectly sunny day. Another key factor of Type I USCQG life jacket types is that they will turn over most unconscious wearers. Should a person get knocked out while falling overboard, the life jacket will turn them face-up so they don’t drown. A very important feature, especially
if you are out in open seas where the water can get very rough. The minimum buoyancy for inherently buoyant life jackets is 22 pounds, and 34 pounds for inflatable type I's. You’ll be hard-pressed to find an Inflatable Type I just because they are so extremely expensive to make that there aren’t any available for the general public! Type II These life
jackets are recommended for use where chances of immediate rescue are good. This means that they are best for inland water near shore. Although they can be used for offshore, these US Coast Guard approved life jackets are not meant for extended survival in rough water. They will often require you to tread water to keep your head above water. If
you get knocked out, the Type II USCG life jacket types will only turn SOME wearers over. The inflatable Type II USCG life jackets are recommended for dinghy sailing, inland cruising and racing. Since they provide the floatation but also allow for a big range of motion, they are generally more desirable. The inflatable life jackets are also more
buoyant as the minimum buoyancy for them is 34 pounds. Just remember to keep them in good maintenance and fully charged. In summary, the Type II US Coast Guard approved life jackets provide less floatation than Type I. Type III When you look for Type III US Coast Guard approved life jackets, you are most likely taking part in activities in
protected, inland water where chance of immediate rescue is very good. The life jackets are good for a wide range of activities such as sailing, dinghy races, water skiing, fishing, kayaking and more. The inherently buoyant Type III USCQG life jacket types are rated for 15.5 pounds minimum buoyancy, while inflatables should be at least 22.5 pounds.
While having a good buoyancy rating, these are not intended for extended survival in rough waters, hence why it’s important to know that rescue should arrive quickly. Type IV Type IV US Coast Guard approved life jackets are actually throwable devices meant to throw to someone in need. What does this mean? It means you generally don’t wear
them, but in some cases you must have them on board. They are used in Man Overboard (MOB) situations where someone falls into the water and you throw them a Type IV device so they can hang on. For a ring buoy, the minimum buoyancy is 16.5 pounds and 18 pounds for a boat cushion. Remember that this is meant for calm waters with lots of
traffic where help can be provided quickly. It is not meant for non-swimmers, or unconscious people, as they need to hang on. Another thing to remember is that this device must be immediately available to throw over in case of emergency. If it’s stored in a locker under the seat, that can mean that it’s not immediately available. So be aware and keep
it ready to toss overboard in case someone goes in the drink! Type V Finally, we come to Type V US Coast Guard approved life jackets. We feel these are very popular and there are some key things everyone should know. There are different flavors of these USCQG life jacket types: Special Use, Automatic inflation devices and hybrids. For special use
Type V life jackets, these are designated by their activity type: sailboard harness, decksuit, commercial white water vest or float coats. They are more comfortable than their Type I counterparts, but they provide far less flotation. When it comes to automatic inflation devices, these US Coast Guard approved life jackets are usually things that look like
fanny packs. That’s the one you'll see most often, even though they can also be decksuits, harness and so on. Again, these are meant to be worn specifically for the intended use. The hybrid Type V USCQG life jacket types are also intended for specific activities. They may be carried instead of another PFD but only if used according to conditions on the
label. Most Type V life jackets will say they provide the performance of either a Type I, II, or III, so be sure to check that. Additionally, some may say that it must be worn to satisfy the conditions, so make sure it’s not sitting next to you or it won’t qualify. The Right Life Jacket Summary of USCG Life Jacket Types As you can tell, there are many things
to consider when evaluating US Coast Guard approved life jackets. The biggest lesson is to make sure you read the label to know what the type is and whether there are any special conditions. Once you have picked out your life jacket, don’t forget about the maintenance of it. You might be inclined to just toss it in a corner and forget about it, but
keeping your life jacket in top shape is very important. We think it’s so important that we even wrote about how to clean life jackets! Along with cleaning, make sure you check it regularly for rips and tears as that will affect performance. And if you have an automatically inflatable life jacket, don’t forget to check the CO2 cylinder. Search Amazon for
USCG Approved Life Jackets We hope you found this article useful in explaining the various USCQG life jacket types. Now it’s time for us to take a break and head out on the water. I think today is a good day to soak up some rays and relax on the lake! After writing about all of these US Coast Guard approved life jackets, I think I'll go check out which
ones are on our boat and if we need to replace them with new ones! Happy and safe boating everyone! No one really wants to wait for an emergency before finding out whether there are appropriate life jackets on board. In an emergency, you want to be confident that you have the right safety gear aboard. When seconds can mean life and death,
that’s not the time to read tags to find out what US coast guard approved life jackets you have. Therefore, we want to spend some time here going over the various USCG life jacket types, to make clear sense of it. Are all jackets US Coast Guard Approved Life Jackets? You may be wondering whether all life jackets are US Coast Guard approved life
jackets. The answer is NO! Some life vests or flotation devices are not approved USCG life jacket types. That is why it is very important to check the label for all pertinent information before buying a life vest. The label of all US Coast Guard approved life jackets contains a statement that it is approved, with an approval number. This guarantees that
the life vest is approved as a USCQG life jacket types. When the Coast Guard stops you on the water to do a safety check, they will almost always check whether you have the right life jackets onboard. So keep in mind your on-water activity and whether you need to have US Coast Guard approved life jackets. USCG Life Jacket Types There are 5
categories USCG life jacket types that you will see when you shop. They are labeled Type I through IV. Each type corresponds to the type of activity you're engaged in. It is important to have the right life jacket for the right activity. Think of it like having the right tool for the job. You wouldn’t cut a 2x4 with a knife, or use a chainsaw to cut your
sandwich, right (hopefully!)? Or in this case, you wouldn’t want a pool floaty if you have an emergency a mile off-shore and have to abandon ship. While you're looking at the label, make sure that it has the USCQG life jacket types approval on there! Pay special attention to key factors of the various US Coast guard approved life jackets. These are
minimum buoyancy, activity type, and other safety features. Let’s run through some of these real quick: Inherently buoyant vs inflatable Inherently buoyant or inflatable? Most types come in both flavors, and the difference is that one is always at its maximum shape/size, while an inflatable is generally compact and inflates when needed. Ever see those
stiff, orange foam life jackets on ferries or tour boats? Those are inherently buoyant, and they always stay the same shape. The downside is that they are usually bulky and uncomfortable for long periods of time. The upside of inflatable life jackets is that they are generally compact and out of the way, until they’re needed. Another consideration to
keep in mind is that you need to maintain the inflatable US Coast Guard approved life jackets, especially if they have an automatic inflation device. For inflatable jackets, there is a CO2 cartridge that fires when the jacket is submerged into the water and pumps air into the compartments. So, you need to keep an eye out on the mechanism to make
sure it’s in working condition. In the end, it sometimes comes down to preference and the activity type, as that can further inform you which type may be more suited for you. Activity types Offshore, near-shore, rough waters, protected waters? These are the questions you need to ask yourself when considering the type of activity you’ll be engaged in.
Each jacket type corresponds to the type of activity as it has different features that are useful for each situation. Safety Features Minimum buoyancy, neck support, activity type, manual backup for automatic inflatables; These are the additional factors to keep in mind. The minimum buoyancy is what the USCG life jacket types will support in the
water. Most life jackets range from 15 1bs. to 22 lbs. of buoyancy. We’ll save the math behind this calculation for another article, but a 200 pound person weighs about 10 pounds in the water. So a 15 pound rated life jacket will have no problem keeping that person afloat. Neck support is another factor you should consider as that can help the life
jacket turn an unconscious wearer face up. In a really severe situation, you wouldn’t want to be knocked unconscious, thrown in the water, and then drown from your head facing down. Now that we have that out of the way, let’s look at the USCQG life jacket types, and dig into what each means: Type I Type I US Coast Guard approved life jackets are
meant for cruising, racing, offshore fishing or for stormy conditions. These are usually hardy life jackets meant for those that are serious about their on-water activities and need to be self-reliant. The key here is that if things go wrong, rescue may not come right away. Think of the sailors who cross oceans, or fishermen who are out in all kinds of
weather. You don’t even have to cross oceans, as storms and weather can change at any time even if you are cruising just offshore. And you know Murphy’s law, you may run into trouble even on a perfectly sunny day. Another key factor of Type I USCQG life jacket types is that they will turn over most unconscious wearers. Should a person get knocked
out while falling overboard, the life jacket will turn them face-up so they don’t drown. A very important feature, especially if you are out in open seas where the water can get very rough. The minimum buoyancy for inherently buoyant life jackets is 22 pounds, and 34 pounds for inflatable type I's. You'll be hard-pressed to find an Inflatable Type I just
because they are so extremely expensive to make that there aren’t any available for the general public! Type II These life jackets are recommended for use where chances of immediate rescue are good. This means that they are best for inland water near shore. Although they can be used for offshore, these US Coast Guard approved life jackets are not
meant for extended survival in rough water. They will often require you to tread water to keep your head above water. If you get knocked out, the Type II USCQG life jacket types will only turn SOME wearers over. The inflatable Type II USCG life jackets are recommended for dinghy sailing, inland cruising and racing. Since they provide the floatation
but also allow for a big range of motion, they are generally more desirable. The inflatable life jackets are also more buoyant as the minimum buoyancy for them is 34 pounds. Just remember to keep them in good maintenance and fully charged. In summary, the Type II US Coast Guard approved life jackets provide less floatation than Type I. Type III
When you look for Type III US Coast Guard approved life jackets, you are most likely taking part in activities in protected, inland water where chance of immediate rescue is very good. The life jackets are good for a wide range of activities such as sailing, dinghy races, water skiing, fishing, kayaking and more. The inherently buoyant Type III USCG
life jacket types are rated for 15.5 pounds minimum buoyancy, while inflatables should be at least 22.5 pounds. While having a good buoyancy rating, these are not intended for extended survival in rough waters, hence why it’s important to know that rescue should arrive quickly. Type IV Type IV US Coast Guard approved life jackets are actually
throwable devices meant to throw to someone in need. What does this mean? It means you generally don’t wear them, but in some cases you must have them on board. They are used in Man Overboard (MOB) situations where someone falls into the water and you throw them a Type IV device so they can hang on. For a ring buoy, the minimum
buoyancy is 16.5 pounds and 18 pounds for a boat cushion. Remember that this is meant for calm waters with lots of traffic where help can be provided quickly. It is not meant for non-swimmers, or unconscious people, as they need to hang on. Another thing to remember is that this device must be immediately available to throw over in case of
emergency. If it’s stored in a locker under the seat, that can mean that it’s not immediately available. So be aware and keep it ready to toss overboard in case someone goes in the drink! Type V Finally, we come to Type V US Coast Guard approved life jackets. We feel these are very popular and there are some key things everyone should know. There
are different flavors of these USCQG life jacket types: Special Use, Automatic inflation devices and hybrids. For special use Type V life jackets, these are designated by their activity type: sailboard harness, decksuit, commercial white water vest or float coats. They are more comfortable than their Type I counterparts, but they provide far less flotation.
When it comes to automatic inflation devices, these US Coast Guard approved life jackets are usually things that look like fanny packs. That’s the one you’ll see most often, even though they can also be decksuits, harness and so on. Again, these are meant to be worn specifically for the intended use. The hybrid Type V USCQG life jacket types are also
intended for specific activities. They may be carried instead of another PFD but only if used according to conditions on the label. Most Type V life jackets will say they provide the performance of either a Type I, II, or III, so be sure to check that. Additionally, some may say that it must be worn to satisfy the conditions, so make sure it’s not sitting next
to you or it won’t qualify. The Right Life Jacket Summary of USCG Life Jacket Types As you can tell, there are many things to consider when evaluating US Coast Guard approved life jackets. The biggest lesson is to make sure you read the label to know what the type is and whether there are any special conditions. Once you have picked out your life
jacket, don’t forget about the maintenance of it. You might be inclined to just toss it in a corner and forget about it, but keeping your life jacket in top shape is very important. We think it’s so important that we even wrote about how to clean life jackets! Along with cleaning, make sure you check it regularly for rips and tears as that will affect
performance. And if you have an automatically inflatable life jacket, don’t forget to check the CO2 cylinder. Search Amazon for USCG Approved Life Jackets We hope you found this article useful in explaining the various USCQG life jacket types. Now it’s time for us to take a break and head out on the water. I think today is a good day to soak up some
rays and relax on the lake! After writing about all of these US Coast Guard approved life jackets, I think I'll go check out which ones are on our boat and if we need to replace them with new ones! Happy and safe boating everyone! No one really wants to wait for an emergency before finding out whether there are appropriate life jackets on board. In
an emergency, you want to be confident that you have the right safety gear aboard. When seconds can mean life and death, that’s not the time to read tags to find out what US coast guard approved life jackets you have. Therefore, we want to spend some time here going over the various USCQG life jacket types, to make clear sense of it. Are all jackets
US Coast Guard Approved Life Jackets? You may be wondering whether all life jackets are US Coast Guard approved life jackets. The answer is NO! Some life vests or flotation devices are not approved USCG life jacket types. That is why it is very important to check the label for all pertinent information before buying a life vest. The label of all US
Coast Guard approved life jackets contains a statement that it is approved, with an approval number. This guarantees that the life vest is approved as a USCQG life jacket types. When the Coast Guard stops you on the water to do a safety check, they will almost always check whether you have the right life jackets onboard. So keep in mind your on-
water activity and whether you need to have US Coast Guard approved life jackets. USCG Life Jacket Types There are 5 categories USCQG life jacket types that you will see when you shop. They are labeled Type I through IV. Each type corresponds to the type of activity you're engaged in. It is important to have the right life jacket for the right activity.
Think of it like having the right tool for the job. You wouldn’t cut a 2x4 with a knife, or use a chainsaw to cut your sandwich, right (hopefully!)? Or in this case, you wouldn’t want a pool floaty if you have an emergency a mile off-shore and have to abandon ship. While you’re looking at the label, make sure that it has the USCQG life jacket types approval
on there! Pay special attention to key factors of the various US Coast guard approved life jackets. These are minimum buoyancy, activity type, and other safety features. Let’s run through some of these real quick: Inherently buoyant vs inflatable Inherently buoyant or inflatable? Most types come in both flavors, and the difference is that one is always
at its maximum shape/size, while an inflatable is generally compact and inflates when needed. Ever see those stiff, orange foam life jackets on ferries or tour boats? Those are inherently buoyant, and they always stay the same shape. The downside is that they are usually bulky and uncomfortable for long periods of time. The upside of inflatable life
jackets is that they are generally compact and out of the way, until they’re needed. Another consideration to keep in mind is that you need to maintain the inflatable US Coast Guard approved life jackets, especially if they have an automatic inflation device. For inflatable jackets, there is a CO2 cartridge that fires when the jacket is submerged into the
water and pumps air into the compartments. So, you need to keep an eye out on the mechanism to make sure it’s in working condition. In the end, it sometimes comes down to preference and the activity type, as that can further inform you which type may be more suited for you. Activity types Offshore, near-shore, rough waters, protected waters?
These are the questions you need to ask yourself when considering the type of activity you’ll be engaged in. Each jacket type corresponds to the type of activity as it has different features that are useful for each situation. Safety Features Minimum buoyancy, neck support, activity type, manual backup for automatic inflatables; These are the additional
factors to keep in mind. The minimum buoyancy is what the USCQG life jacket types will support in the water. Most life jackets range from 15 lbs. to 22 Ibs. of buoyancy. We’'ll save the math behind this calculation for another article, but a 200 pound person weighs about 10 pounds in the water. So a 15 pound rated life jacket will have no problem
keeping that person afloat. Neck support is another factor you should consider as that can help the life jacket turn an unconscious wearer face up. In a really severe situation, you wouldn’t want to be knocked unconscious, thrown in the water, and then drown from your head facing down. Now that we have that out of the way, let’s look at the USCG
life jacket types, and dig into what each means: Type I Type I US Coast Guard approved life jackets are meant for cruising, racing, offshore fishing or for stormy conditions. These are usually hardy life jackets meant for those that are serious about their on-water activities and need to be self-reliant. The key here is that if things go wrong, rescue may
not come right away. Think of the sailors who cross oceans, or fishermen who are out in all kinds of weather. You don’t even have to cross oceans, as storms and weather can change at any time even if you are cruising just offshore. And you know Murphy’s law, you may run into trouble even on a perfectly sunny day. Another key factor of Type I USCG
life jacket types is that they will turn over most unconscious wearers. Should a person get knocked out while falling overboard, the life jacket will turn them face-up so they don’t drown. A very important feature, especially if you are out in open seas where the water can get very rough. The minimum buoyancy for inherently buoyant life jackets is 22
pounds, and 34 pounds for inflatable type I's. You’ll be hard-pressed to find an Inflatable Type I just because they are so extremely expensive to make that there aren’t any available for the general public! Type II These life jackets are recommended for use where chances of immediate rescue are good. This means that they are best for inland water
near shore. Although they can be used for offshore, these US Coast Guard approved life jackets are not meant for extended survival in rough water. They will often require you to tread water to keep your head above water. If you get knocked out, the Type II USCQG life jacket types will only turn SOME wearers over. The inflatable Type II USCG life
jackets are recommended for dinghy sailing, inland cruising and racing. Since they provide the floatation but also allow for a big range of motion, they are generally more desirable. The inflatable life jackets are also more buoyant as the minimum buoyancy for them is 34 pounds. Just remember to keep them in good maintenance and fully charged. In
summary, the Type II US Coast Guard approved life jackets provide less floatation than Type I. Type III When you look for Type III US Coast Guard approved life jackets, you are most likely taking part in activities in protected, inland water where chance of immediate rescue is very good. The life jackets are good for a wide range of activities such as
sailing, dinghy races, water skiing, fishing, kayaking and more. The inherently buoyant Type III USCQG life jacket types are rated for 15.5 pounds minimum buoyancy, while inflatables should be at least 22.5 pounds. While having a good buoyancy rating, these are not intended for extended survival in rough waters, hence why it’s important to know
that rescue should arrive quickly. Type IV Type IV US Coast Guard approved life jackets are actually throwable devices meant to throw to someone in need. What does this mean? It means you generally don’t wear them, but in some cases you must have them on board. They are used in Man Overboard (MOB) situations where someone falls into the
water and you throw them a Type IV device so they can hang on. For a ring buoy, the minimum buoyancy is 16.5 pounds and 18 pounds for a boat cushion. Remember that this is meant for calm waters with lots of traffic where help can be provided quickly. It is not meant for non-swimmers, or unconscious people, as they need to hang on. Another
thing to remember is that this device must be immediately available to throw over in case of emergency. If it’s stored in a locker under the seat, that can mean that it’s not immediately available. So be aware and keep it ready to toss overboard in case someone goes in the drink! Type V Finally, we come to Type V US Coast Guard approved life jackets.
We feel these are very popular and there are some key things everyone should know. There are different flavors of these USCG life jacket types: Special Use, Automatic inflation devices and hybrids. For special use Type V life jackets, these are designated by their activity type: sailboard harness, decksuit, commercial white water vest or float coats.
They are more comfortable than their Type I counterparts, but they provide far less flotation. When it comes to automatic inflation devices, these US Coast Guard approved life jackets are usually things that look like fanny packs. That’s the one you’ll see most often, even though they can also be decksuits, harness and so on. Again, these are meant to
be worn specifically for the intended use. The hybrid Type V USCG life jacket types are also intended for specific activities. They may be carried instead of another PFD but only if used according to conditions on the label. Most Type V life jackets will say they provide the performance of either a Type I, II, or III, so be sure to check that. Additionally,
some may say that it must be worn to satisfy the conditions, so make sure it’s not sitting next to you or it won’t qualify. The Right Life Jacket Summary of USCG Life Jacket Types As you can tell, there are many things to consider when evaluating US Coast Guard approved life jackets. The biggest lesson is to make sure you read the label to know what
the type is and whether there are any special conditions. Once you have picked out your life jacket, don’t forget about the maintenance of it. You might be inclined to just toss it in a corner and forget about it, but keeping your life jacket in top shape is very important. We think it’s so important that we even wrote about how to clean life jackets! Along
with cleaning, make sure you check it regularly for rips and tears as that will affect performance. And if you have an automatically inflatable life jacket, don’t forget to check the CO2 cylinder. Search Amazon for USCG Approved Life Jackets We hope you found this article useful in explaining the various USCG life jacket types. Now it’s time for us to
take a break and head out on the water. I think today is a good day to soak up some rays and relax on the lake! After writing about all of these US Coast Guard approved life jackets, I think I'll go check out which ones are on our boat and if we need to replace them with new ones! Happy and safe boating everyone! There are many inflatable PFDs out
there that claim to offer the best features and fabrics. But that makes choosing one all the more difficult. We’ve put this guide together to help you find the best inflatable life jacket as well as some information that might help you narrow down your search. Pin This Onyx A/M 24 inflatable life jacket is a Type V US Coast Guard approved inflatable PFD.
The main feature of this PFD is that it has both automatic and manual inflation systems. This means you can decide to use the manual only setting, where you would need to pull a cord to trigger inflation, or have it set to a combined automatic and manual setting. This can give you the option of switching off the automatic mode if you think you might
frequently come into contact with the water and don’t want the vest to inflate unnecessarily. It has an adjustable waist strap which is connected to the shoulder straps to allow you to get a suitable fit with just one buckle closure. It has a soft neoprene neckline for added comfort and a lightweight, low profile design that can make it easier for moving
during certain activities. There is also a D-ring. Lightweight Automatic and manual inflation Type V USCG approved Pin The Rrtizan Children’s inflatable life vest is designed as a snorkeling vest for children. This means that it is not designed for life saving, as it may not keep your child’s head out of the water. The life vest is inflated using the attached
mouthpiece. The vest can also be adjusted at the waist and along the back to provide a secure fit for children from ages 5 to 14 and up to 130 pounds. However, this life vest is not approved by the US Coast Guard and inflatable PFDs are not intended for children under 16. Snorkeling vest Child sizes Adjustable straps Pin This SALVS
Automatic/Manual inflatable life jacket can be a great option for fishing or other activities where might want a high quality but low profile PFD. It is designed to automatically inflate when submerged in water but there is also the option of manual inflation where you pull down on the cord to activate the air flow. It comes with a CO2 cylinder and also a
whistle for added safety. It is made from durable material that is designed to resist punctures and it also has the benefit of a neoprene neckline to provide added comfort both when it’s inflated and deflated. It features an adjustable waist and back strap for a customizable fit and it is designed for adults up to 330 pounds. Durable materials Automatic
and manual inflation One size with adjustable straps Pin The Spinlock Deckvest Lite Plus is a high quality inflatable PFD that comes in one size that can fit chest sizes between 23.5 inches and 57 inches. This life jacket is designed to be comfortable and lightweight so that you can fish or boat without your PFD getting in the way. It features an
automatic inflation system that is designed to inflate in water but can be converted to manual using an optional conversion kit, sold separately. The life jacket features an adjustable harness with a single crotch strap for a secure fit. There are also several optional extras that can be added to this life jacket, including LED lights and a sprayhood. This
particular life jacket is not USCG approved but there is a Coast Guard approved version. Lots of optional features Universal size Lightweight Automatic inflation Pin The Mustang Survival MIT 100 is a lightweight, high quality inflatable life jacket that has recreational Type III US Coast Guard approval as well as Type V commercial approval when
worn. It features an automatic inflation system with an exclusive Membrane Inflatable Technology inflation cell that is designed to be lighter and more flexible for added comfort. The PFD also benefits from a manual inflation cord that can be pulled to inflate the vest. The life vest is designed to fit chest sizes from 30 inches to 52 inches with an
adjustable waist strap to help customize the fit. Lightweight High quality materials Universal size Automatic inflation with manual pull cord Pin This Lifesaving Pro inflatable life jacket is a budget life vest that can be ideal for fishing and other activities where you're less likely to be in the water. It features an automatic inflation system that is
designed to inflate upon entering the water but it also features a toggle for manual inflation. It benefits from having a soft neoprene neckline to make it more comfortable to wear. It’s also low profile when deflated to minimize restriction of movement. The life vest has an adjustable strap to allow for a secure fit. For added safety, there are also
reflective strips and a whistle. Lightweight Automatic inflation Safety whistle included Pin The Onyx M-24 is a US Coast Guard approved Type V PFD. It features a manual inflation system that is activated by pulling on the cord. This can make it a good choice for activities where you may frequently get wet, such as stand-up paddle boarding. This is a
lightweight PFD that is designed with a neoprene neckline for improved comfort. The adjustable waist strap lets you find a secure fit. The life vest can be suitable for both men and women over 16 years, weighing more than 80 pounds. For added visibility there is reflective material on the durable outer fabric. There is also a D-ring on the front that
can be useful for attaching rescue lines. Lightweight Type V USCG approved Manual inflation Pin The Eyson Slim Inflatable PFD is a low profile life jacket that features a manual inflation system that is triggered by a pull cord. It has a universal adult size that can fit up to 62 inch chests and it has an adjustable waist strap with a buckle closure. The
fabric is a lightweight polyester with reflective strips for added visibility. It also features a neoprene neck. For added buoyancy there is a mouth tube that can let you top up the air in your life vest. There is also a safety whistle attached to let you attract attention in emergencies and a D-ring where you can secure a rescue rope. Whistle included
Manual inflation Reflective material Inflatable life jackets can be great for some water activities but they may not be suitable for certain sports, such as whitewater kayaking or rafting. Because inflatable PFDs tend to be less bulky than standard foam ones, they can often be more comfortable to wear, especially during certain activities where
movement is important. These types of life jackets can be idea for stand-up paddle boarding or similar activities, where you are likely to be close to shore and in calm water. Inflatable PFDs may not be great for kayaking, particularly on fast moving rivers or other moving water where there’s a risk you could be knocked unconscious during a capsize.
They are also not suitable for children and non-swimmers. A standard life jacket might be more suitable for kayaking because they’re inherently buoyant and they might offer a more customized fit for different body shapes and sizes. Video: Choosing The Right Life Jacket For Kayaking The US Coast Guard is the body that approves life jackets. Life
jackets are categorized by types depending on the level of buoyancy and the features. Most life jackets for recreational boating will be either Type III or Type V. Inflatable life jackets can fall into both of these categories and they can be suitable for inshore or near shore boating but not ideal for high impact water sports. Not all inflatable life jackets
will be US Coast Guard approved. If your state requires you to wear a US Coast Guard approved PFD then it’s important that you choose one that has the required rating. When you’re choosing an inflatable PFD, you’ll notice there are both manual and automatic life jackets available. An automatic one is designed to inflate when you hit the water.
While this can be helpful in certain situations, it may be an annoyance in others. For example, some life jackets may inflate in heavy rain. Life jackets with manual inflation can be better for activities where you plan to be in the water or know you may get wet, such as when you jump off (or fall off) a paddle board. A lot of inflatable PFDs will usually
come with a CO2 cartridge. This is how the PFD inflates, either by manually pulling a cord or automatically upon entering the water. However, once the CO2 cartridge has been used to inflate the life jacket it will then need to be replaced. This could potentially be an expensive ongoing cost, especially if your life jacket inflates frequently. You will also
find that inflatable life jackets could require more maintenance because of the air cylinders. These cylinders will often need to be checked prior to use to make sure that they are in good condition and within their expiration date. For most inflatable life jackets, the CO2 cartridge is what makes the life jacket buoyant when inflated, so it is a vital
component of the PFD. Without it, the life jacket won’t work. Many inflatable life jackets tend to have a universal size so that one size should fit most adults. They should have adjustable straps that can allow you to secure the life vest around your body for a correct fit. Sometimes you’ll find that it is just the waist strap that’s adjustable. Usually this
will also adjust the fit at the shoulders. If you're an average sized adult, this could be fine for you. However, if not, you may find that a standard PFD may offer more specific sizes that might fit you better. Are Inflatable Life Jackets OK For Kayaking? This depends on the type of kayaking you plan to do. If you plan to be in calm water and close to shore,
an inflatable PFD could be sufficient, if you know how to swim. They might not be suitable for sea kayaking or whitewater. How Do You Clean Inflatable PFDs? Using mild soapy water and a sponge, clean the material after removing the cylinder and bobbin. It can be helpful to cover the mouthpiece before you do this. Rinse the PFD in clean water and
hang it up to air dry. > Guide to all life jackets In our opinion, the best inflatable life jacket is the Absolute Outdoors Onyx A/M 24. This life jacket can be ideal for inshore boating, fishing or paddle boarding. The benefit of being able to switch the inflation system to manual only helps to give it the edge over its competitors. Having adjustable straps to
ensure a correct fit can be important for the life jacket to work properly when inflated and be comfortable when deflated. If the Onyx A/M 24 is not for you, the Mustang Survival MIT 100 PFD can be another great choice, with its convenient manual inflation system and adjustable waist strap. Another important feature, found on both the Onyx A/M 24
and the Mustang PFD, is US Coast Guard approval, which can be necessary for some activities in certain areas. Remember, though, that inflatable PFDs are generally not recommended for children and may not give you adequate buoyancy for long periods in rough waters. Pin Are you an adventure enthusiast looking for a reliable and efficient life
jacket for your water activities? Look no further, because Eyson life jackets are here to meet all your needs! These life jackets are not only comfortable and stylish, but they are also Coast Guard approved, guaranteeing your safety on the water. With Eyson life jackets, you can enjoy your favorite water sports or fishing trips with peace of mind. So,
buckle up and get ready to make unforgettable memories without compromising on safety!Are Eyson life jackets Coast Guard approved?Source: www.amazon.com Eyson life jackets are not Coast Guard approved. The Coast Guard Approved label is an important designation for life jackets or Personal Flotation Devices (PFDs) as it ensures that the
product meets certain standards of safety and performance set by the Coast Guard. This certification is essential for any life jacket that is used in activities regulated by the Coast Guard, such as boating.Eyson life jackets are designed and manufactured by Eyson Outdoor Equipment, a company that specializes in producing and selling life jackets and
other safety gear. While their life jackets are of good quality and offer reliable buoyancy, they do not have the official Coast Guard approval.Coast Guard approved life jackets undergo rigorous tests and inspections to ensure that they meet specific requirements. These requirements include buoyancy standards, durability, proper labeling, and visibility
among others. The Coast Guard tests these life jackets in different conditions and scenarios to make sure they perform well in real-life situations.Although Eyson life jackets are not Coast Guard approved, they still offer reliable buoyancy and can be used in various water activities. It is important to note, however, that if you plan to use a life jacket for
activities regulated by the Coast Guard, such as boating, you must have a Coast Guard approved PFD on board for each person.When it comes to safety gear, it is crucial to choose products that meet the necessary standards and regulations. Coast Guard approved life jackets are designed to provide optimum safety and protection in case of
emergencies. They are tested and certified to ensure that they will perform reliably when needed.While Eyson life jackets may not have the official Coast Guard approval, they can still be a good option for activities such as swimming, fishing, kayaking, or paddleboarding, where the use of Coast Guard approved PFDs may not be mandatory. These life
jackets are often more affordable than their Coast Guard approved counterparts and can still provide the necessary buoyancy and safety features.In conclusion, Eyson life jackets are not Coast Guard approved. They may not meet the specific standards and requirements set by the Coast Guard for life jackets used in regulated activities such as
boating. However, they can still be a suitable choice for certain water activities where Coast Guard approval is not mandatory. It is always important to prioritize safety and choose a life jacket that is appropriate for the planned activity and meets the necessary safety standards.What criteria does a life jacket have to meet to be Coast Guard approved?
Source: www.amazon.com Life jackets are an essential piece of safety equipment for boaters and water enthusiasts alike. They provide a crucial layer of protection by keeping individuals afloat in case of an accidental fall overboard or any other water-related emergency. However, not all life jackets are created equal, and it is important to understand
the criteria that a life jacket must meet in order to be Coast Guard approved.First and foremost, a life jacket must be able to keep a person afloat in a buoyant position. This means that it should be able to support the wearer's weight and keep their head above water. The Coast Guard sets minimum buoyancy requirements based on the weight range
that the life jacket is designed for. These requirements ensure that a life jacket is capable of providing sufficient floatation for a person in distress.Next, a Coast Guard approved life jacket must be able to turn an unconscious person face-up in the water. This is crucial as it ensures that even if a person is unable to remain conscious, their airway
remains clear and they can breathe. This requirement is typically met through the inclusion of a design feature called a buoyancy collar or a head pillow, which helps to keep the wearer's head positioned appropriately.In addition to buoyancy and head-up requirements, Coast Guard approved life jackets must also meet certain durability standards.
They must be constructed with materials that are resistant to tears, punctures, and UV degradation. This ensures that the life jacket will remain functional and reliable even after prolonged exposure to the elements. The Coast Guard conducts rigorous testing to evaluate the durability of life jackets under various conditions, such as immersion in
water and exposure to sunlight.Furthermore, a life jacket must be able to be quickly and easily donned and secured on the wearer's body. This includes features such as adjustable straps, buckles, and zippers that allow for a secure fit. A life jacket that is too loose or too tight can impede the wearer's ability to stay afloat and can be uncomfortable to
wear. Proper fit is essential for ensuring the overall effectiveness of a life jacket.Lastly, Coast Guard approved life jackets must be labeled with specific information regarding their intended use, size, and manufacturer. This labeling serves as a vital source of information for the consumer, allowing them to make an informed decision about which life
jacket is appropriate for their needs. The labeling also provides a point of reference for regulatory agencies to verify compliance with the necessary standards.In conclusion, Coast Guard approved life jackets must meet specific criteria to ensure their effectiveness and reliability in saving lives. These criteria include buoyancy and head-up
requirements, durability standards, ease of donning and securing, and proper labeling. It is important for boaters and water enthusiasts to choose a life jacket that is Coast Guard approved, as this guarantees that it has undergone thorough testing and meets the highest safety standards. By wearing a Coast Guard approved life jacket, individuals can
have peace of mind knowing that they are equipped with the best possible protection while enjoying their time on the water.Are there any specific Eyson life jacket models that are Coast Guard approved?Source: www.amazon.com Eyson is a well-known brand in the field of life jackets, providing a wide range of products suitable for various water
activities. When it comes to safety on the water, it is essential to choose a life jacket that meets the guidelines set by the Coast Guard. In this article, we will explore whether there are any specific Eyson life jacket models that are Coast Guard approved.The Coast Guard sets specific regulations and standards for life jackets to ensure maximum safety
on the water. These regulations consider factors such as buoyancy, design, performance, and visibility. Life jackets that meet these standards are often labeled as "Coast Guard approved" or "USCG approved."Eyson offers a variety of life jackets designed for different purposes, including fishing, boating, and water sports. While Eyson produces high-
quality life jackets, not all of their models are Coast Guard approved. It is crucial to check the product details and labels to determine whether a specific Eyson life jacket is Coast Guard approved.Eyson does offer some models that are indeed Coast Guard approved. For example, the Eyson Inflatable Life Jacket Life Vest is USCG approved. This life
jacket is designed for adults and features an automatic inflation mechanism, allowing it to inflate rapidly when submerged in water. It provides the necessary buoyancy to keep wearers afloat while waiting for rescue.Another Coast Guard approved Eyson life jacket is the Eyson Inflatable Life Jacket Vest for adults. This model also boasts an automatic
inflation system and is designed for comfort and ease of use. Its compact and lightweight design makes it suitable for a variety of water activities.It is important to note that not all Eyson life jackets are Coast Guard approved. Some models may not meet the specific requirements set by the Coast Guard and are not labeled as such. It is vital to always
check the product details and labels or contact the manufacturer to ensure the life jacket meets Coast Guard standards before purchasing.When it comes to safety on the water, it is always recommended to choose a Coast Guard approved life jacket. These models have undergone rigorous testing and meet the highest standards of safety. While Eyson
offers some Coast Guard approved life jackets, it is essential to do thorough research and choose the right model for your specific needs.In conclusion, Eyson does offer specific life jacket models that are Coast Guard approved. These life jackets meet the required standards of buoyancy, design, and performance set by the Coast Guard. However, not
all Eyson life jackets are Coast Guard approved, so it is crucial to check the product details and labels before making a purchase. By choosing a Coast Guard approved life jacket, you can ensure your safety while enjoying water activities.How can I tell if a life jacket is Coast Guard approved?Source: www.boatsafe.com Life jackets, also known as
personal flotation devices (PFDs), are crucial for ensuring safety in water activities. When shopping for a life jacket, it's important to ensure that it meets the necessary safety standards set by the United States Coast Guard (USCG). The USCG approval ensures that the life jacket will provide the necessary buoyancy and protection in case of an
emergency. So, how can you tell if a life jacket is Coast Guard approved? Here's a step-by-step guide to help you out.Check for the USCG approval label: All Coast Guard-approved life jackets have a label or stamp indicating their approval. Look for this label on the front or back of the life jacket. The label will typically include the USCG logo, as well as
the approval number. The approval number indicates the type and category of the life jacket.Verify the approval number: Once you find the approval number on the label, you can verify its authenticity. Visit the USCG's official website or contact your local Coast Guard office to cross-check the approval number. This step ensures that you're not
purchasing a counterfeit or outdated life jacket.Determine the type and category: The USCG classifies life jackets into different types and categories based on their intended use and buoyancy rating. The most common types are Type I, II, III, and V, with Type I offering the highest buoyancy. Additionally, life jackets are categorized based on their
intended use, such as recreational, commercial, or special use. Make sure the life jacket you're considering matches the type and category suitable for your specific water activity.Ensure proper fit and condition: In addition to the USCG approval, it's important to ensure that the life jacket fits correctly and is in good condition. A proper fit means that
the life jacket should be snug but not too tight, with all straps and buckles properly fastened. Check for any signs of wear, tear, or damage, such as fraying straps or punctures. A damaged life jacket may not provide adequate buoyancy in an emergency situation.Consider additional features: While the USCG approval is the most important factor to
consider, you may also want to look for additional features that enhance the life jacket's functionality and comfort. These can include reflective strips for visibility in low light conditions, a whistle or other signaling devices, and pockets for storage.To illustrate the importance of using Coast Guard-approved life jackets, let's consider an example.
Imagine a group of friends planning a kayaking trip. They decide to rent life jackets from a local outfitter. During the trip, one of the kayaks capsizes, and a friend falls into the water. Luckily, everyone is wearing Coast Guard-approved life jackets, which provide enough buoyancy to keep them afloat until help arrives. Without these approved life
jackets, they may have faced a life-threatening situation.In conclusion, it's crucial to ensure that your life jacket is Coast Guard approved before engaging in any water activity. Follow the steps outlined above to verify the USCG approval label, check the approval number, determine the type and category, ensure proper fit and condition, and consider
additional features. By taking these precautions, you can ensure your safety and peace of mind while enjoying your water adventures.Are there any alternative certifications or standards that Eyson life jackets meet instead of Coast Guard approval?Source: buylifejacket.com When it comes to personal safety, having the right equipment is crucial. For
boating enthusiasts and water sports enthusiasts, life jackets are a must-have item. One popular brand that often comes up in discussions about life jackets is Eyson. But are there any alternative certifications or standards that Eyson life jackets meet instead of Coast Guard approval?Coast Guard approval is often seen as the gold standard for life
jackets in the United States. The U.S. Coast Guard sets strict guidelines for life jacket design, performance, and testing to ensure that they provide adequate buoyancy and can effectively save lives in emergency situations. Eyson life jackets, however, are not Coast Guard approved. So what certifications or standards do they meet?Eyson life jackets
are instead certified by the CE (Conformité Européene) mark. The CE mark is a certification mark that indicates a product's compliance with European Union (EU) health, safety, and environmental protection standards. In the case of life jackets, the CE mark certifies that the product meets the necessary standards for buoyancy, material strength,
and overall performance.Eyson life jackets also meet the ISO (International Organization for Standardization) standards. ISO is an independent, non-governmental international organization that develops and publishes standards to ensure quality, safety, and efficiency in various industries. In the case of life jackets, the ISO standards specify the
requirements and test methods for life jackets to ensure their effectiveness in buoyancy, fit, and performance.While Eyson life jackets may not have Coast Guard approval, they meet the CE and ISO standards, which are recognized internationally. These certifications ensure that Eyson life jackets have undergone rigorous testing and meet the
necessary safety requirements to provide adequate buoyancy and protection in emergency situations.It is important to note that Coast Guard approval is specific to the United States, and other countries may have their own certification requirements for life jackets. If you are using Eyson life jackets outside of the United States, it is essential to
research and understand the local regulations and certification requirements to ensure compliance.In conclusion, Eyson life jackets may not be Coast Guard approved, but they do meet the CE and ISO standards. These certifications provide assurance that the life jackets meet the necessary safety requirements and are suitable for use in emergency
situations. When choosing a life jacket, it is essential to consider the specific standards and certifications that are relevant to your location and intended use to ensure optimal safety and compliance.Frequently asked questions No, Eyson life jackets are not Coast Guard approved. The Coast Guard requires life jackets to meet specific standards and be
labeled with a US Coast Guard approval number. Eyson life jackets may be high quality and provide good flotation, but they do not meet the specific standards set by the Coast Guard. Eyson life jackets may not be Coast Guard approved because they have not undergone the necessary testing and certification required by the Coast Guard. This testing
is done to ensure that life jackets meet specific criteria for buoyancy, visibility, and other safety features. Without this certification, Eyson life jackets cannot be labeled as Coast Guard approved. While Eyson life jackets are not Coast Guard approved, they may still be safe to use. The lack of Coast Guard approval does not necessarily mean that the life
jacket is of low quality or unsafe. Eyson life jackets may still provide adequate flotation and other safety features. It is always important to read the instructions and guidelines provided by the manufacturer to ensure proper use and safety. It is not recommended to use an Eyson life jacket in place of a Coast Guard approved life jacket. Coast Guard
approved life jackets have undergone rigorous testing to meet specific standards set by the Coast Guard. These standards ensure that the life jacket will provide adequate flotation and other safety features in emergency situations. While an Eyson life jacket may provide flotation, it may not meet the same safety standards as a Coast Guard approved
life jacket. It is best to use a life jacket that is specifically labeled and approved by the Coast Guard for ultimate safety. No one really wants to wait for an emergency before finding out whether there are appropriate life jackets on board. In an emergency, you want to be confident that you have the right safety gear aboard. When seconds can mean life
and death, that’s not the time to read tags to find out what US coast guard approved life jackets you have. Therefore, we want to spend some time here going over the various USCG life jacket types, to make clear sense of it. Are all jackets US Coast Guard Approved Life Jackets? You may be wondering whether all life jackets are US Coast Guard
approved life jackets. The answer is NO! Some life vests or flotation devices are not approved USCG life jacket types. That is why it is very important to check the label for all pertinent information before buying a life vest. The label of all US Coast Guard approved life jackets contains a statement that it is approved, with an approval number. This
guarantees that the life vest is approved as a USCG life jacket types. When the Coast Guard stops you on the water to do a safety check, they will almost always check whether you have the right life jackets onboard. So keep in mind your on-water activity and whether you need to have US Coast Guard approved life jackets. USCG Life Jacket Types
There are 5 categories USCQG life jacket types that you will see when you shop. They are labeled Type I through IV. Each type corresponds to the type of activity you're engaged in. It is important to have the right life jacket for the right activity. Think of it like having the right tool for the job. You wouldn’t cut a 2x4 with a knife, or use a chainsaw to
cut your sandwich, right (hopefully!)? Or in this case, you wouldn’t want a pool floaty if you have an emergency a mile off-shore and have to abandon ship. While you’re looking at the label, make sure that it has the USCQG life jacket types approval on there! Pay special attention to key factors of the various US Coast guard approved life jackets. These
are minimum buoyancy, activity type, and other safety features. Let’s run through some of these real quick: Inherently buoyant vs inflatable Inherently buoyant or inflatable? Most types come in both flavors, and the difference is that one is always at its maximum shape/size, while an inflatable is generally compact and inflates when needed. Ever see
those stiff, orange foam life jackets on ferries or tour boats? Those are inherently buoyant, and they always stay the same shape. The downside is that they are usually bulky and uncomfortable for long periods of time. The upside of inflatable life jackets is that they are generally compact and out of the way, until they’re needed. Another consideration
to keep in mind is that you need to maintain the inflatable US Coast Guard approved life jackets, especially if they have an automatic inflation device. For inflatable jackets, there is a CO2 cartridge that fires when the jacket is submerged into the water and pumps air into the compartments. So, you need to keep an eye out on the mechanism to make
sure it’s in working condition. In the end, it sometimes comes down to preference and the activity type, as that can further inform you which type may be more suited for you. Activity types Offshore, near-shore, rough waters, protected waters? These are the questions you need to ask yourself when considering the type of activity you’ll be engaged in.
Each jacket type corresponds to the type of activity as it has different features that are useful for each situation. Safety Features Minimum buoyancy, neck support, activity type, manual backup for automatic inflatables; These are the additional factors to keep in mind. The minimum buoyancy is what the USCQG life jacket types will support in the



water. Most life jackets range from 15 1bs. to 22 1lbs. of buoyancy. We’ll save the math behind this calculation for another article, but a 200 pound person weighs about 10 pounds in the water. So a 15 pound rated life jacket will have no problem keeping that person afloat. Neck support is another factor you should consider as that can help the life
jacket turn an unconscious wearer face up. In a really severe situation, you wouldn’t want to be knocked unconscious, thrown in the water, and then drown from your head facing down. Now that we have that out of the way, let’s look at the USCQG life jacket types, and dig into what each means: Type I Type I US Coast Guard approved life jackets are
meant for cruising, racing, offshore fishing or for stormy conditions. These are usually hardy life jackets meant for those that are serious about their on-water activities and need to be self-reliant. The key here is that if things go wrong, rescue may not come right away. Think of the sailors who cross oceans, or fishermen who are out in all kinds of
weather. You don’t even have to cross oceans, as storms and weather can change at any time even if you are cruising just offshore. And you know Murphy’s law, you may run into trouble even on a perfectly sunny day. Another key factor of Type I USCQG life jacket types is that they will turn over most unconscious wearers. Should a person get knocked
out while falling overboard, the life jacket will turn them face-up so they don’t drown. A very important feature, especially if you are out in open seas where the water can get very rough. The minimum buoyancy for inherently buoyant life jackets is 22 pounds, and 34 pounds for inflatable type I's. You’ll be hard-pressed to find an Inflatable Type I just
because they are so extremely expensive to make that there aren’t any available for the general public! Type II These life jackets are recommended for use where chances of immediate rescue are good. This means that they are best for inland water near shore. Although they can be used for offshore, these US Coast Guard approved life jackets are not
meant for extended survival in rough water. They will often require you to tread water to keep your head above water. If you get knocked out, the Type II USCQG life jacket types will only turn SOME wearers over. The inflatable Type II USCG life jackets are recommended for dinghy sailing, inland cruising and racing. Since they provide the floatation
but also allow for a big range of motion, they are generally more desirable. The inflatable life jackets are also more buoyant as the minimum buoyancy for them is 34 pounds. Just remember to keep them in good maintenance and fully charged. In summary, the Type II US Coast Guard approved life jackets provide less floatation than Type I. Type III
When you look for Type III US Coast Guard approved life jackets, you are most likely taking part in activities in protected, inland water where chance of immediate rescue is very good. The life jackets are good for a wide range of activities such as sailing, dinghy races, water skiing, fishing, kayaking and more. The inherently buoyant Type III USCG
life jacket types are rated for 15.5 pounds minimum buoyancy, while inflatables should be at least 22.5 pounds. While having a good buoyancy rating, these are not intended for extended survival in rough waters, hence why it’s important to know that rescue should arrive quickly. Type IV Type IV US Coast Guard approved life jackets are actually
throwable devices meant to throw to someone in need. What does this mean? It means you generally don’t wear them, but in some cases you must have them on board. They are used in Man Overboard (MOB) situations where someone falls into the water and you throw them a Type IV device so they can hang on. For a ring buoy, the minimum
buoyancy is 16.5 pounds and 18 pounds for a boat cushion. Remember that this is meant for calm waters with lots of traffic where help can be provided quickly. It is not meant for non-swimmers, or unconscious people, as they need to hang on. Another thing to remember is that this device must be immediately available to throw over in case of
emergency. If it’s stored in a locker under the seat, that can mean that it’s not immediately available. So be aware and keep it ready to toss overboard in case someone goes in the drink! Type V Finally, we come to Type V US Coast Guard approved life jackets. We feel these are very popular and there are some key things everyone should know. There
are different flavors of these USCQG life jacket types: Special Use, Automatic inflation devices and hybrids. For special use Type V life jackets, these are designated by their activity type: sailboard harness, decksuit, commercial white water vest or float coats. They are more comfortable than their Type I counterparts, but they provide far less flotation.
When it comes to automatic inflation devices, these US Coast Guard approved life jackets are usually things that look like fanny packs. That’s the one you'll see most often, even though they can also be decksuits, harness and so on. Again, these are meant to be worn specifically for the intended use. The hybrid Type V USCG life jacket types are also
intended for specific activities. They may be carried instead of another PFD but only if used according to conditions on the label. Most Type V life jackets will say they provide the performance of either a Type I, II, or III, so be sure to check that. Additionally, some may say that it must be worn to satisfy the conditions, so make sure it’s not sitting next
to you or it won’t qualify. The Right Life Jacket Summary of USCG Life Jacket Types As you can tell, there are many things to consider when evaluating US Coast Guard approved life jackets. The biggest lesson is to make sure you read the label to know what the type is and whether there are any special conditions. Once you have picked out your life
jacket, don’t forget about the maintenance of it. You might be inclined to just toss it in a corner and forget about it, but keeping your life jacket in top shape is very important. We think it’s so important that we even wrote about how to clean life jackets! Along with cleaning, make sure you check it regularly for rips and tears as that will affect
performance. And if you have an automatically inflatable life jacket, don’t forget to check the CO2 cylinder. Search Amazon for USCG Approved Life Jackets We hope you found this article useful in explaining the various USCQG life jacket types. Now it’s time for us to take a break and head out on the water. I think today is a good day to soak up some
rays and relax on the lake! After writing about all of these US Coast Guard approved life jackets, I think I'll go check out which ones are on our boat and if we need to replace them with new ones! Happy and safe boating everyone!



