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History	of	bagpipes	in	scotland

Throughout	this	period,	the	ceòl	mór,	also	known	as	pibroch	–	tunes	for	battle,	marches,	gatherings	of	friends	and	family,	martial	salutes	and	laments	–	became	established	as	the	core	bagpipe	repertoire.	Bagpipes	are	a	type	of	aerophone,	a	wind	instrument	that	produces	sound	by	forcing	air	through	reeds.	The	Bagpipes’	Role	in	Medieval	Scottish
Culture	In	medieval	Scotland,	bagpipes	played	an	integral	role	in	both	rural	and	urban	settings.	Chiseled	from	marble,	art	historians	say	this	famed	sculpture	is	actually	a	bit	of	a	mystery.	It’s	believed	that	bagpipes	were	developed	independently	in	various	cultures,	with	the	first	examples	dating	as	far	back	as	1000	BC.	The	unique,	droning	sound	of
the	bagpipes	is	created	as	the	player	squeezes	the	bag	to	push	air	through	the	pipes.	Despite	all	its	Scottish	connotations,	it	might	be	surprising,	therefore,	to	hear	that	the	world’s	largest	producer	of	bagpipes	is	not	Scotland,	but	Pakistan,	whose	bagpipe	industry	was	worth	almost	$7	million	in	2010.	Art	historians	theorize	that	the	widely	differing
emotions	on	the	slaves,	one	in	deep	sleep,	the	other	in	violent	revolt,	are	meant	to	symbolize	the	internal	human	struggle	between	the	soul	and	the	physical	body.	In	1581,	John	Derricke	published	The	Image	of	Irelande,	with	illustrations	that	clearly	depict	a	bagpiper,	and	William	Byrd’s	My	Ladye	Nevells	Booke	(1591)	includes	a	piece	of	music	called
‘The	bagpipe	and	the	drone’,	written	for	harpsichord.	1700),	of	which	the	Northumbrian	small	pipe	is	played	today.	Known	for	their	haunting	sound	and	deep	connection	to	Scottish	identity,	the	bagpipes	have	transcended	their	original	purpose	to	become	a	symbol	of	Scottish	heritage	recognized	worldwide.	Bagpipes	have	a	long	and	storied
association	with	Scotland,	where	they	hold	a	special	place	in	the	nation's	culture	and	history.	Iconic	and	carved	from	white	marble,	this	piece	from	1793	brings	to	life	the	love	story	of	Cupid	and	his	Psyche.	But	did	you	know	they	can	be	traced	back	to	an	entirely	different	continent?	The	Bulgarian	gaida	and	the	Czecho-Polish	dudy	(koza)	have	a	single
chanter,	and	in	the	dudy,	the	chanter	and	drone	each	carry	a	huge	cowhorn	bell.	Bagpipes	were	used	in	Scottish	warfare	to	rally	troops	and	signal	commands,	particularly	during	the	Jacobite	Risings.	Pipers	are	also	a	common	sight	at	traditional	Scottish	weddings	and	funerals,	where	the	sound	of	the	bagpipes	provides	a	poignant	backdrop.	The
sculptures	pair	the	physical	strength	of	a	slave	against	their	emotional	vulnerability	in	a	way	that	is	moving	and	raw.	Bagpipes	can	trace	their	origins	back	over	3,000	years	to	ancient	Middle	Eastern	civilizations.	Picture:	Public	domain	The	following	century,	a	passage	from	Geoffrey	Chaucer’s	magnum	opus,	The	Canterbury	Tales	(1387-1400),
describes	the	bagpiping	proficiency	of	Robin	the	Miller:	“A	baggepype	wel	coude	he	blowe	and	sowne,	And	ther-with-al	he	broghte	us	out	of	towne”.In	some	15th	and	16th-century	European	churches,	you’ll	find	miniature	sculptures	of	bagpipes	–	often	played	by	animals	–	carved	into	the	wooden	choir	stalls.The	invention	of	the	printing	press	in	the
mid-15th	century	led	to	more	and	more	written	descriptions	of	musical	culture	and,	importantly,	music	which	had	previously	been	passed	on	in	the	oral	tradition	began	to	be	written	down.	Some	popularity	returned	during	the	expansion	of	the	British	Empire,	as	Highland	regiments	were	at	the	forefront	of	many	of	the	British	military	invasions.	It	is
difficult	to	pinpoint	the	exact	timeline	of	when	bagpipes	arrived	in	Scotland,	but	many	historians	suggest	that	they	appeared	during	the	13th	or	14th	centuries.	This	deep	connection	between	bagpipes	and	clan	identity	helped	the	instrument	flourish	in	the	Scottish	Highlands,	where	it	became	a	powerful	symbol	of	unity	and	pride.	Akin	to	this	were	the
two-droned	bagpipes	played	up	to	the	18th	century	in	Germany,	the	Netherlands,	Ireland,	and	England.	The	Revival	of	Bagpipes	in	the	19th	Century	Despite	the	setbacks	of	the	18th	century,	the	19th	century	saw	a	revival	of	bagpipe	music	in	Scotland.	Renowned	for	delicate	intricacies	like	cupids	arrows	in	his	quiver,	the	arch	of	Psyche’s	back,	and
the	dimple	of	her	belly	button,	this	sculpture	is	a	favorite	to	many.	The	instrument	was	depicted	in	Anatolian	carvings	and	Egyptian	hieroglyphs.	The	pipes	are	held	in	wooden	sockets	(stocks)	tied	into	the	bag,	which	is	inflated	either	by	the	mouth	(through	a	blowpipe	with	a	leather	nonreturn	valve)	or	by	bellows	strapped	to	the	body.	This	particular
style,	which	emerged	in	the	16th	century,	features	a	larger	and	more	complex	design	compared	to	its	predecessors.	Picture:	Alamy	Opinions	differ	as	to	how,	or	when	exactly	bagpipes	arrived	in	Scotland.	Apart	from	that	stunner,	named	the	Regent	Diamond,	the	crown	jewels	collection	also	features	the	Couronne	de	Louis	XV,	Diademe	de	la	Duchesse
d’Angouleme,	and	the	Couronne	de	I’lmperatrice	Eugenie.	Other	double	chanters	in	eastern	Europe	(Serbia,	Hungary,	Ukraine,	and	elsewhere)	are	made	of	a	single	piece	of	wood	with	two	cylindrical	bores	(as	in	cane	pipes)	and	single	reeds	of	cane	or	elder.	A	document	from	the	1730s	known	as	the	‘William	Dixon	manuscript’	–	now	kept	in	the	A.K.
Bell	Library	in	Perth,	Scotland	–	is	the	oldest	known	instance	of	pipe	music	being	printed.	The	structure	of	the	bagpipes	typically	includes	a	bag	made	from	animal	skin	or	synthetic	material,	a	chanter	for	melody,	drones	that	provide	a	continuous	harmonic	sound,	and	a	blowpipe	or	bellows	to	supply	air.	The	addition	of	multiple	drones	and
improvements	in	reed-making	technology	allowed	players	to	achieve	more	refined	sounds	and	better	control	over	the	instrument.	These	resemble	the	chanter	in	bore	and	reeds	but	are	stopped	below	and	have	four	or	five	keys	that	are	struck	with	the	edge	of	the	player’s	right	hand	to	sound	simple	chords.	The	Coronation	represented	a	departure	from
historical	norms	when	Napoleon	crowned	himself	while	facing	the	congregation	as	opposed	to	allowing	the	then	Pope	to	crown	him.	Events	like	the	World	Pipe	Band	Championships	and	the	Edinburgh	Military	Tattoo	attract	top	pipers	from	around	the	world,	showcasing	the	talent	and	tradition	that	continue	to	thrive	in	Scotland.	Her	patronage	of
Scottish	traditions,	including	bagpipes,	played	a	role	in	their	resurgence.	Some	theories	suggest	that	returning	Crusaders	brought	the	instrument	to	Scotland,	while	others	posit	that	Norse	invaders	or	Roman	legions	may	have	introduced	it	during	their	occupations.	However,	their	origins	stretch	far	beyond	Scotland,	with	a	rich	history	that	spans
continents	and	centuries.	Through	weakening	Scotland’s	culture,	clan	system,	and	independence,	however,	use	of	the	instrument	did	decline.	The	instrument	continues	to	feature	prominently	in	events	like	the	Highland	Games,	Burns	Night,	and	Hogmanay	(New	Year’s	Eve)	celebrations.	Both	works	showcase	chained,	nude	men.	The	most	common
type	is	the	Great	Highland	Bagpipe,	but	there	are	also	other	varieties,	such	as	the	Border	pipes	and	Scottish	smallpipes.	Captif	SculpturesSculptures	by	Michelangelo	(di	Lodovico	Buonarroti	Simoni),	circa	1513	CE	Michelangelo’s	pair	of	masterworks,	The	Dying	Slave	and	The	Rebellious	Slave	are	also	found	at	the	Louvre.	Think	of	bagpipes,	and	you
probably	picture	a	piper	wearing	tartan	kilt,	feather	bonnet,	and	the	three-tasselled	sporran,	playing	‘Scotland	the	Brave’,	or	perhaps	‘Skye	Boat	Song’.Scotland	undoubtedly	has	the	strongest	bagpiping	tradition	today,	but	early	evidence	suggests	that	the	instrument’s	origins	may	lie	further	afield.	An	illustration	from	the	Cantigas	de	Santa	Maria
shows	two	musicians	with	their	bagpipes.	The	distinctive	sound	of	the	pipes	was	meant	to	inspire	soldiers	and	demoralize	the	opposing	side.	Bagpipe	Competitions	and	Festivals	Bagpipe	competitions	have	become	a	key	feature	of	Scottish	musical	life.	The	Act	of	Proscription	in	1747	banned	many	elements	of	Highland	life,	including	the	wearing	of
tartan	and	the	bearing	of	arms.	They	were	often	played	at	feasts,	fairs,	and	gatherings.	Tours	that	go	to	Paris	See	the	grand	Champs-Élysées,	Eiffel	Tower,	and	the	Arc	de	Triomphe.	Bagpipes	have	always	been	folk	instruments,	but	after	the	15th	century	some	were	used	for	court	music,	and	others	have	survived	as	military	instruments.For	the
chanter,	two	single-reed	cane	pipes	are	placed	parallel,	one	pipe	often	sounding	a	drone	or	other	accompaniment	to	the	other	pipe.	Pipers	were	often	viewed	with	suspicion,	and	their	instruments	were	sometimes	destroyed.	Although	it	is	often	said	that	the	Act	criminalised	the	possession,	or	playing,	of	bagpipes,	no	evidence	exists	in	the	writing	of	the
act,	nor	in	any	prosecutions	under	the	act.	As	Cupid	approaches	Psyche	to	kiss	her,	she	awakens	with	a	laugh	and	embraces	him	in	a	moment	of	tender	romance.	Sound	Check:	Musical	Vocabulary	Quiz	In	western	European	bagpipes	the	chanter	typically	is	conically	bored	and	sounded	by	a	double	reed;	drones	are	cylindrical	with	single	reeds,	as	in
bagpipes	found	elsewhere.	But	with	782,000	square	feet	of	space	boasting	over	500	paintings	and	nearly	35,000	objects	dating	back	to	prehistoric	eras,	one	could	easily	become	overwhelmed	by	the	museum’s	endless	offerings.	According	to	legend,	many	years	ago,	a	network	of	tunnels	was	discovered	beneath	the	castle,	leading	to	the	nearby	Royal
Mile.	Following	the	defeat	of	the	Jacobites	at	the	Battle	of	Culloden	in	1746,	the	British	government	sought	to	suppress	many	aspects	of	Highland	culture,	including	playing	the	bagpipes.	The	work	is	absolutely	mammoth	in	scale,	covering	an	entire	wall	and	featuring	more	than	100	figures.	Today,	the	Lone	Piper	is	an	important	symbol	in	Scottish
culture	and	is	featured	prominently	during	the	Royal	Edinburgh	Military	Tattoo,	where	a	piper	stands	in	solitude	on	the	castle	walls,	honoring	the	enduring	spirit	of	Scotland.	The	Italian	zampogna	is	unique,	with	two	chanters—one	for	each	hand—arranged	for	playing	in	harmony,	often	to	accompany	a	species	of	bombarde	(especially	at	Christmas);
the	chanters	and	two	drones	are	held	in	one	stock,	and	all	have	double	reeds.The	bellows-blown	musette,	fashionable	in	French	society	under	Louis	XIV,	had	one,	later	two,	cylindrical	chanters	(the	second	extending	the	range	upward)	and	four	tunable	drones	bored	in	a	single	cylinder.	It	was	once,	like	other	bagpipes,	a	pastoral	and	festive
instrument;	its	military	use	with	drums	dates	from	the	18th	century.	Over	time,	the	construction	and	tuning	of	the	bagpipes	improved,	allowing	for	greater	musical	complexity.	Their	distinctive	sound,	rich	history,	and	ongoing	cultural	significance	ensure	that	the	bagpipes	will	continue	to	play	a	central	role	in	Scottish	life	for	generations	to	come.	This
association	with	warfare	began	in	the	late	medieval	period	and	continued	through	the	18th	century.	The	focus	of	the	work,	the	nude	lady	Liberty,	features	the	French	flag	in	one	hand	and	a	gun	in	the	other.	The	four	single-reed	drones	are	in	one	stock	and	are	used	three	at	a	time.	bagpipe,	wind	instrument	consisting	of	two	or	more	single-	or	double-
reed	pipes,	the	reeds	being	set	in	motion	by	wind	fed	by	arm	pressure	on	an	animal-skin	(or	rubberized-cloth)	bag.	The	loud,	piercing	tones	of	the	bagpipes	were	used	to	rally	troops,	signal	commands,	and	intimidate	enemies.	The	Scots	seem	always	to	have	played	it	and	mastered	it	at	an	early	date,	almost	as	if	they	had	contact	with	those	Spartans	of
…	It	is	her	small,	exposed	breasts	and	the	thin	veneer	of	her	draped	clothing	that	causes	them	to	suspect	that	she	may	be	a	replica.	Also	known	as	the	“Winged	Goddess	of	Victory,”	this	work	is	believed	to	be	a	religious	offering	for	the	commission	of	a	naval	victory	by	the	people	of	Rhodes.	No,	bagpipes	have	existed	in	many	cultures,	but	the	Great
Highland	Bagpipe	is	the	version	most	strongly	associated	with	Scotland.	One	clan	claims	to	own	a	set	of	bagpipes	that	was	carried	at	the	Battle	of	Bannockburn	in	1314.	There	are,	however,	several	depictions	in	art	and	sculpture	that	suggest	the	instrument	existed	in	Europe	at	least	100	years	prior.	The	three	drones	are	held	in	one	stock	with	three
accompanying	pipes,	or	regulators.	However,	the	instrument's	role	in	war	had	cemented	its	place	in	Scotland's	national	identity.	Learn	More	About	the	Lone	Piper's	Story	Bagpipes	in	Scottish	Warfare	Bagpipes	as	Instruments	of	War	Bagpipes	became	more	than	a	musical	instrument	in	Scotland;	they	transformed	into	a	tool	of	war.	In	contemporary
Scotland,	bagpipes	remain	a	symbol	of	national	pride.	Whether	accompanying	dances	or	marking	important	life	events,	they	were	an	instrument	that	brought	communities	together.	Also	known	as	the	Nike	of	Samothrace,	this	sculpture’s	likeness	is	often	seen	on	the	bows	of	ships	and	appears	to	be	entirely	drenched	by	seawater.	Picture:	Getty	Today,
bagpipes	are	most	closely	associated	with	Scotland.	The	Great	Highland	Bagpipe	became	the	dominant	form	of	the	instrument	in	Scotland	and	played	a	crucial	role	in	the	country’s	military	and	cultural	life.	The	so-called	‘pipers	of	Thebes’	were	said	to	play	instruments	with	pipes	made	from	dog	skin	and	chanters	of	bone.A	sculpture,	found	at	the	site
of	a	Hittite	settlement	in	Hüyük,	modern-day	Turkey,	dates	back	to	around	1000	BC	and	is	thought	by	some	researchers	to	resemble	bagpipes,	although	others	suggest	it	is	a	pan	flute	and	drum.	There	are	also	various	tales	from	ancient	Greece	and	the	Roman	Empire	that	seem	to	describe	bagpipe-like	instruments,	and	some	even	suggest	that	it	was
the	bagpipes	that	Emperor	Nero	played	‘as	Rome	burned’,	not	his	infamous	fiddle.	Be	aware,	however,	that	you	will	be	far	from	the	only	person	wanting	to	get	a	glimpse	of	this	famous	lady.	Its	chanter	is	stopped	on	the	knee	both	for	staccato	and	to	jump	the	reed	to	the	higher	octave,	giving	this	bagpipe	a	melodic	compass	of	two	octaves	(in	contrast
to	the	more	common	compass	of	nine	tones).	As	the	story	has	it,	Cupid	sees	Psyche	in	a	deep	sleep,	brought	on	by	inhaling	a	forbidden	potion.	Once	believed	to	bear	the	inscribed	names	of	several	Pharaoh’s	this	Sphinx	was	excavated	in	1825	as	part	of	the	ruins	of	the	Temple	of	Amun	and	is	believed	to	be	among	the	largest	Sphinx	figures	outside	of
Egypt	today.	Get	close	enough	and	you	will	find	often	overlooked	details	including	a	parakeet,	friendly	dogs	and	even	a	cat	meandering	the	throng	of	guests.	Historians	think	she	may	be	a	replica	of	an	even	earlier	sculpture,	despite	showcasing	many	typical	details	of	the	era.	Melodies	are	played	on	the	finger	holes	of	the	melody	pipe,	or	chanter,	while
the	remaining	pipes,	or	drones,	sound	single	notes	tuned	against	the	chanter	by	means	of	extendable	joints.	While	bagpipes	were	not	explicitly	banned,	their	role	in	warfare	made	them	a	target	for	suppression.	As	he	ventured	deeper	into	the	tunnels,	the	sound	of	the	pipes	slowly	faded,	eventually	stopping	altogether.	To	explore	the	tunnels,	a	young
piper	was	sent	in,	instructed	to	play	his	bagpipes	as	he	walked	so	that	those	above	ground	could	track	his	progress.	Pipers	were	also	included	amongst	the	troops	of	both	world	wars.	Due	to	their	use	by	Scottish	immigrants	and	expatriates	worldwide,	bagpipes	have	influenced	military	music,	folk	traditions,	and	even	modern	genres	like	rock.	They	are
played	at	major	events	such	as	royal	ceremonies,	military	parades,	and	cultural	festivals.	The	risings,	which	sought	to	restore	the	Stuart	monarchy	to	the	thrones	of	England	and	Scotland,	were	led	by	Highland	clans,	who	used	the	bagpipes	both	to	signal	maneuvers	and	to	lift	the	spirits	of	their	fighters.	There	is	also	a	separate	bass	drone	tuned,	like
most	bass	drones,	two	octaves	below	the	chanter	keynote.	Delve	into	the	hidden	squares	and	secret	passages	of	Paris's	historic	neighborhoods	19	September	2022,	17:32	|	Updated:	20	September	2022,	15:59	The	Massed	Pipes	and	Drums	of	Scottish	and	Irish	Regiments	outside	Westminster	Abbey	during	the	State	Funeral	of	HM	Queen	Elizabeth	II.
Collapse	All	Expand	All	While	the	exact	date	is	unknown,	bagpipes	are	believed	to	have	arrived	in	Scotland	during	the	13th	or	14th	century,	possibly	brought	by	Crusaders	or	Norse	invaders.	The	statues	were	created	in	1513	by	request	for	the	tomb	of	Pope	Julius	II.	Plan	on	plenty	of	time	at	this	exhibit,	perhaps	making	her	your	first	stop	so	that	you
don’t	run	out	of	time	while	waiting	to	see	her	later.	The	fabric	that	clings	to	her	body	reveals	the	nude	female	form	beneath	while	a	breeze	blows	her	skirt	through	her	crossed	legs.	Over	time,	the	bagpipes	began	to	take	on	a	significant	role	in	Scottish	ceremonial	traditions,	becoming	synonymous	with	the	nation's	identity.	The	16th	century	Scottish
historian	George	Buchanan	even	wrote	that	bagpipes	had	replaced	the	trumpet	on	the	battlefield	as	the	symbolic	sound	of	battle.It’s	likely	that	the	Scottish	Highland	bagpipe	began	with	just	one	drone,	with	the	second	added	during	the	mid	to	late	1500s,	and	the	third	introduced	in	the	early	1700s.	Bagpipes	in	Scottish	Celebrations	and	Ceremonies
Beyond	warfare,	bagpipes	have	long	been	associated	with	major	Scottish	celebrations	and	ceremonies.	Whether	played	during	weddings,	funerals,	or	state	occasions,	the	sound	of	the	bagpipes	has	the	ability	to	convey	a	wide	range	of	emotions—from	joy	to	solemnity.	These	competitions	have	helped	to	push	the	technical	limits	of	the	instrument,	with
players	performing	increasingly	complex	and	challenging	pieces.	Painted	by	Eugene	Delacroix,	the	work	depicts	the	French	Revolution	and	toppling	of	Charles	X	during	the	“Three	Glorious	Days”	(July	27-29,	1830)	of	the	Parisian	uprising.	This	1830	painting	is	one	of	the	newer	pieces	to	be	considered	a	must-see	on	the	Louvre’s	list.	In	the	earliest
ones	the	bag	is	typically	a	bladder	or	a	whole	sheepskin	or	goatskin,	minus	the	hindquarters;	later,	two	pieces	of	skin	were	cut	to	shape	and	sewn	together.	Over	the	centuries,	the	art	of	playing	the	bagpipes	became	increasingly	sophisticated,	with	highly	skilled	pipers	developing	complex	and	stirring	tunes.	Picture:	Getty	Bagpipe-playing	suffered	a
decline	after	King	George	II	passed	his	1746	Act	of	Proscription,	in	an	effort	to	gain	the	Scottish	Highlands	for	his	own	empire.	After	all,	how	often	do	you	get	to	come	face	to	face	with	a	141-carat	diamond?	The	Romantic	movement,	with	its	emphasis	on	national	identity	and	heritage,	helped	to	rekindle	interest	in	traditional	Scottish	culture,	including
bagpipes.	Others	maintain	that	the	instrument	was	brought	over	the	water	…	The	bagpipe	is	globally	the	most	recognised	Scottish	instrument.	This	period	also	saw	the	rise	of	formalized	piping	competitions	and	the	establishment	of	the	Highland	Society	of	London,	which	helped	to	preserve	and	promote	bagpipe	music.	The	overwhelming	collection
includes	diamonds,	pearls,	rubies,	topaz,	emeralds,	and	sapphires.	This	winged,	headless	sculpture	is	another	relic	from	the	Hellenistic	period,	believed	to	have	been	chiseled	around	190	BC.	Scotland	Tours	See	the	iconic	Edinburgh	Castle	and	walk	within	its	walls	to	view	the	Scottish	Crown	Jewels,	Stone	of	Destiny,	and	Mons	Meg.	While	not	often
categorized	as	significant	traditional	or	historical	art,	the	French	crown	jewels	are	also	housed	at	the	Louvre,	and	represent	a	departure	from	the	ordinary	for	many	museum	patrons.	In	this	scene,	artist	Paolo	Veronese	shows	the	famed	wedding	at	Cana,	wherein	Christ	is	said	to	have	changed	water	to	wine	for	thousands	of	wedding	guests.	Their
portability	and	ability	to	produce	loud,	stirring	sounds	made	them	ideal	for	outdoor	events,	and	they	began	to	replace	the	harp	as	the	preferred	instrument	in	many	aspects	of	Scottish	life.	Decline	and	Revival	of	the	Bagpipe	Tradition	The	Suppression	of	Bagpipes	Post-Culloden	After	the	Jacobite	defeat	in	1746,	the	British	government	sought	to
dismantle	the	culture	of	the	Highlands,	which	they	viewed	as	a	source	of	rebellion.	The	work	uses	untamed	brushstrokes	and	bold	colors	to	showcase	the	exit	from	the	monarchy.	Though	he	was	never	found,	the	legend	says	that	on	quiet	nights,	the	faint	sound	of	bagpipes	can	still	be	heard	beneath	the	streets	of	Edinburgh,	believed	to	be	the	ghostly
echo	of	the	Lone	Piper	who	never	returned.	Its	cylindrical	chanter,	with	seven	keys,	is	closed	at	the	bottom,	so	that	when	all	holes	are	closed	it	is	silent	(thus	allowing	true	articulation	and	staccato).	From	their	origins	in	medieval	Scotland	to	their	modern-day	revival,	the	bagpipes	have	become	an	enduring	symbol	of	Scottish	identity.	The	Scottish
Highland	bagpipe	has	two	tenor	drones	and	a	bass	drone,	tuned	an	octave	apart;	its	scale	preserves	traditional	intervals	foreign	to	European	classical	music.	Bagpipes	can	be	challenging	to	master	due	to	their	unique	air	control	requirements	and	the	coordination	needed	between	the	chanter	and	drones.	Read	more:	Lone	piper	plays	poignant	lament
as	the	Queen’s	coffin	leaves	Westminster	Abbey	Queen	Elizabeth	II	-	one	final	lament,	“A	Salute	to	the	Royal	Fendersmith”	The	earliest	bagpipe	artefact	that	has	been	discovered	is	a	chanter,	found	in	Rostock,	Germany,	in	1985,	and	dated	back	to	the	late	14th	century.	A	similar	illustration	can	also	be	found	in	a	manuscript	from	northern	France,
dated	around	the	same	time.	Easily	identifiable	and	culturally	significant,	this	Egyptian	treasure	is	meant	to	pay	homage	to	the	celebrated	relationship	between	the	sun	god,	represented	by	a	lion’s	body,	and	a	king,	represented	by	the	human	head,	to	the	people	of	ancient	Egypt.	Early	versions,	such	…	Discover	the	fascinating	history	of	bagpipes	in
Scotland,	from	their	ancient	origins	to	their	role	in	Scottish	culture	and	traditions.	This	time	also	saw	the	rise	of	piping	families,	which	included	the	MacCrimmons,	MacArthurs,	MacGregors	and	Rankins.Read	more:	Queen	Elizabeth	II’s	funeral	–	all	the	music	played	during	the	service	Massed	Pipes	&	Drums	of	Scottish	and	Irish	Regiments	play
outside	Westminster	Abbey	during	The	State	Funeral	of	Queen	Elizabeth	II.	The	act	weakened	the	powers	of	clan	chiefs,	and	caused	mass	emigration	out	of	Scotland.	Role	of	Bagpipes	in	the	Jacobite	Risings	The	Jacobite	Risings	in	the	17th	and	18th	centuries	were	significant	historical	events	in	which	the	bagpipes	were	heavily	used	in	combat.	An
illustration	in	the	Cantigas	de	Santa	Maria,	a	13th	century	book	of	poems	set	to	music,	quite	clearly	depicts	two	bagpipers,	with	visible	pipes,	bags,	and	chanters.	Innovations	in	Bagpipe	Design	and	Sound	As	bagpipes	evolved,	pipers	began	to	experiment	with	different	designs	and	materials.	She	is	also	mysterious	for	her	arms;	famously	missing.	The
Highland	bagpipes	are	known	for	their	three	drones	(two	tenor	drones	and	one	bass	drone)	and	a	melodic	chanter,	which	gives	the	instrument	its	characteristic	sound.	Each	clan	had	its	own	piper,	and	the	instrument	was	often	played	at	important	clan	gatherings	and	celebrations.	Les	Noces	de	Cana/The	Wedding	at	CanaPainting	by	Paolo	Veronese,
1562-1563	CE	This	painting	is	one	of	many	in	the	Louvre’s	collection	that	depicts	moments	from	Christian	theology.	By	the	Middle	Ages,	the	bagpipes	had	become	ingrained	in	Scottish	culture.	Three	dancing	pigs	are	carved	into	an	oak	misericord	in	Ripon	Cathedral,	Yorkshire,	one	of	which	is	playing	the	bagpipes.	Partly	offshoots	of	the	musette	are
the	British	small	pipes	(c.	Explore	how	this	iconic	instrument	became	a	symbol	of	Scottish	…	Some	historians	believe	that	bagpipes	originate	from	ancient	Egypt	and	were	brought	to	Scotland	by	invading	Roman	Legions.	The	top	10	paintings	and	sculptures	you	need	to	see	in	the	Louvre	in	Paris,	France	You	can’t	go	to	the	Louvre	and	not	see	Leonardo
DaVinci’s	most	famous	work	of	art,	but	be	prepared	for	the	crowds	surrounding	this	mysterious	masterpiece!	The	Mona	Lisa	is	perhaps	the	most	popular	painting	in	the	world.	The	Royal	Edinburgh	Military	Tattoo	The	story	of	the	Lone	Piper	is	one	steeped	in	Scottish	folklore	and	mystery,	connected	to	the	many	underground	tunnels	beneath
Edinburgh	Castle.	Thanks	to	a	strong	culture	of	passing	down	music	by	ear,	the	first	piece	of	music	written	down	for	the	bagpipes	may	not	have	appeared	until	the	18th	century.	The	Roman	Empire	is	thought	to	have	played	a	key	role	in	spreading	the	instrument	throughout	Europe,	and	this	may	have	paved	the	way	for	its	eventual	arrival	in	Scotland.
Most	have	cowhorn	bells,	being	bag	versions	of	hornpipes;	they	are	found	in	North	Africa,	the	Arabian	Peninsula,	the	Aegean,	the	Caucasus,	and	among	the	Mari	of	Russia.	Often	bellows-blown	and	without	bass	drone,	it	is	characteristically	played	with	the	hurdy-gurdy.	What	are	Bagpipes?	The	bagpipe	as	we	know	it	today	consists	of	a	pipe	that	is
blown	into	(to	fill	the	bag	with	air),	at	least	one	drone,	and	a	chanter	–	a	hollow	pipe	with	holes	that	allow	the	piper	to	play	a	melody.The	earliest	description	of	a	bagpipe-like	instrument	comes	from	Egypt,	as	early	as	400	BC.	The	revival	was	further	aided	by	Queen	Victoria’s	love	of	Scotland	and	the	Highland	culture.	Origins	of	Bagpipes	Globally
Though	bagpipes	are	most	strongly	associated	with	Scotland,	similar	instruments	can	be	found	in	ancient	civilizations	worldwide,	including	Egypt,	Greece,	and	Rome.	Scholars	suspect	that	she	may	have	once	held	a	mirror,	a	shield,	or	an	apple.	A	search	party	was	sent,	but	the	piper	had	vanished	without	a	trace.	Few	places	evoke	the	grandeur	of
Scottish	history	quite	like	Edinburgh	Castle,	and	no	event	exemplifies	the	tradition	of	the	lone	piper	more	than	the	Edinburgh	Military	Tattoo.	A	complex	instrument	of	similar	date	is	the	bellows-blown	Irish	union	pipe.	They	believe	she	could	be	as	ancient	as	100	BC	and	think	that	her	likeness	is	meant	to	resemble	an	Aphrodite,	a	God	worshiped	by
those	living	on	the	island	of	Melos	(Milos	today)	at	the	time.	The	history	of	bagpipes	in	Scotland	is	a	journey	through	centuries	of	cultural,	military,	and	artistic	development.	One	of	the	most	iconic	developments	in	the	history	of	Scottish	bagpipes	is	the	creation	of	the	Great	Highland	Bagpipe.	Her	shy	smile	and	guarded	identity	make	her	elusive	and
sought	out	by	many.	The	true	beauty	of	the	piece	lies	in	the	artist’s	attention	to	detail,	however.	The	Scottish	Lowland	bagpipe,	played	from	about	1750	to	about	1850,	was	bellows-blown,	with	three	drones	in	one	stock,	and	had	a	softer	sound.	They	were	especially	prominent	at	weddings,	festivals,	and	funerals.	Pipers	accompanied	Scottish	troops	into
battle,	providing	a	rhythmic	and	motivational	backdrop	to	the	chaos	of	war.	Its	beginnings	go	back	to	at	least	medieval	times	in	Scotland	but	bagpipes	of	various	shapes	and	sizes	have	existed	in	many	countries	for	many	centuries	going	as	far	back	…	The	history	of	the	Bagpipe	in	Scotland	is	not	easy	to	trace.	The	sound	is	continuous;	to	articulate	the
melody	and	to	reiterate	notes	the	piper	employs	gracing—i.e.,	rapidly	interpolated	notes	outside	the	melody,	giving	an	effect	of	detached	notes.Listen	to	Scotland	the	Brave	performed	on	bagpipesMusicians	dressed	in	traditional	Scottish	costumes	performing	Scotland	the	Brave	on	bagpipes,	Berlin,	Germany.See	all	videos	for	this	articleBagpipes	were
alluded	to	in	Europe	as	early	as	the	9th	century;	earlier	evidence	is	scarce	but	includes	four	Latin	and	Greek	references	of	about	100	ce	and,	possibly,	an	Alexandrian	terra-cotta	of	about	100	bce	(at	Berlin).	This	move,	meant	to	showcase	Napoleon’s	departure	from	the	church’s	authority,	represents	a	massive	scale,	measuring	30	feet	wide	by	18	feet
tall.	We	know	for	certain	that	they	must	have	been	there	by	1400,	as	records	of	the	Battle	of	the	North	Inch	in	1396	describe	‘warpipes’	being	played.Bagpipes	were	commonly	used	as	rallying	instruments	at	war,	as	a	French	historical	document	notes	their	distinctive	sound	ringing	out	at	the	Battle	of	Pinkie	in	1547.	This	one	certainly	wins	the	award
for	the	longest	title!	Created	between	1806-1807,	the	work	was	commissioned	by	Napoleon,	who	asked	neoclassical	painter	Jacques-Louis	David	to	create	this	intricate	painting	to	capture	the	grandeur	of	his	coronation.	Today,	the	bagpipes	are	frequently	heard	during	military	occasions	and	formal	ceremonies,	including	at	the	funeral	service	for	Her
Majesty	Queen	Elizabeth	II	on	19	September	2022.They	are	also	the	official	instrument	of	the	World	Curling	Federation,	thanks	to	the	large	influence	Scots	have	had	on	the	sport.	Bagpipes	were	closely	tied	to	the	clan	system	in	Scotland.	Page	2	Located	along	the	Seine	in	the	heart	of	Paris,	the	Louvre	Museum	is	a	must-see	for	travelers	visiting
France.	The	modern	two-droned	Irish	war	pipe	is	a	modified	Highland	bagpipe	revived	about	1905.The	cornemuse	of	central	France	is	distinguished	by	a	tenor	drone	held	in	the	chanter	stock	beside	the	chanter.
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