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Carers	may	be	eligible	for	specific	financial	support	payments	from	the	Federal	Government	to	assist	with	their	living	costs,	providing	they	live	in	Australia	and	meet	residence	requirements.			Carer	PaymentCarers	who	provide	full-time	care	may	be	eligible	for	the	fortnightly	Carer	Payment	to	help	them	meet	their	basic	costs	of	living.		This	payment
is	available	to	carers	of:	someone	with	a	disability	(including	a	serious	mental	health	condition)	someone	with	a	severe	illness		someone	who	is	frail	aged	2	to	4	children	younger	than	16	whose	needs	add	up	to	the	same	as	1	child	with	severe	needs	1	or	2	children	younger	than	16	and	1	adult	whose	needs	total	the	same	as	1	child	with	severe	needs.
Eligibility	for	the	Carer	Payment	For	a	carer	to	qualify	for	the	Carer	Payment,	they	must:	Meet	an	income	and	assets	test	Care	for	a	person,	or	people,	who	have	been	assessed	as	meeting	a	minimum	disability	score	assessed	through	the	Adult	Disability	Assessment	Tool	(ADAT)	or	a	Carer	Needs	Assessment	(for	a	child	under	the	age	of	16)	–	a	health
professional	currently	treating	the	person	must	complete	these	forms.	Not	be	employed,	in	education	or	volunteering	for	more	than	25	hours	a	week	Carer	AllowanceThe	Carer	Allowance	is	a	fortnightly	payment	to	carers	of	someone	with	a	severe	disability	or	illness	or	who	is	frail	aged	to	assist	with	the	additional	costs	of	caring	on	top	of	their	usual
costs	of	daily	living.	Eligibility	for	the	Carer	Allowance	Everyone	on	the	Carer	Payment	will	automatically	receive	the	Carer	Allowance.		However,	the	Carer	Allowance	is	also	available	to	carers	who:	Provide	daily	care	Care	for	someone	who	reaches	an	eligible	score	on	the	Adult	Disability	Assessment	Tool	(ADAT)	or	a	Carer	Needs	Assessment	–	see
above	Has	a	household	income	of	under	$250,000	per	year.	There	are	no	employment,	education	or	volunteering	restrictions	on	the	Carer	Allowance.	You	may	get	a	Carer	Allowance	for	each	person	you	care	for	providing	they	meet	the	disability	requirements	and	you	meet	the	daily	care	requirements.	Carer	SupplementThe	Carer	Supplement	is	an
annual	payment	of	$600	which	is	attached	to	each	Carer	Allowance.		The	Supplement	is	paid	in	July	each	year.		Other	paymentsThere	are	a	range	of	other	payments	which	carers	can	get	under	some	circumstances.	They	cover	such	things	as	special	payments	to	carers	of	children	with	disability,	payments	to	assist	with	the	costs	of	raising	children,
incontinence	aids	and	the	running	of	medical	equipment	and	medically	required	temperature	control.	An	additional	fortnightly	payment	if	you	give	daily	care	to	someone	who	has	a	disability,	serious	illness,	or	is	frail	aged.	An	additional	fortnightly	payment	if	you	give	daily	care	to	someone	who	has	a	disability,	serious	illness,	or	is	frail	aged.	Eligibility
You	give	extra	care	to	someone	who	has	a	disability	or	severe	illness	or	is	frail	aged	Their	care	needs	score	high	enough	on	the	Adult	Disability	Assessment	Tool	(ADAT)	or	Disability	Care	Load	Assessment	(Child)	(DCLA)	They	will	have	these	needs	for	at	least	12	months	or	the	rest	of	their	life	The	Carer	Allowance	is	a	supplementary	payment	that	may
be	available	in	recognition	of	the	care	you	provide.	It	can	be	paid	in	addition	to	the	Carer	Payment	or	another	pension	or	benefit	or	if	you	do	not	receive	any	other	benefits.	To	be	eligible	for	the	Carer	Allowance:	•	You	must	provide	daily	care,	for	a	person	with	a	disability	or	chronic	illness,	mental	illness,	or	who	is	frail	aged.	You	do	not	have	to	live
with	the	person	you	care	for.	•	Both	you	and	the	person	you	care	must	be	Australian	residents,	currently	living	in	Australia.	The	Carer	Allowance	was	not	previously	income	and	assets	tested.	However	recent	amendments	introduced	a	fixed	and	non-indexed	family	income	test	of	$250	000	per	annum	for	Carer	Allowance	and	Carer	Allowance	(child)
Health	Care	Card	only	claimants,	to	apply	to	singles	and	couples	from	20	September	2018.	Carer	Allowance	is	not	taxed.	Working	or	studying	will	not	normally	affect	your	eligibility.	Further	information	on	eligibility		Payment	Rates	If	you	are	providing	care	to	someone	who	is	aged	16	or	older	Carer	Allowance	is	$127.10	each	fortnight.	If	you	are
providing	care	for	a	child	aged	under	16	Carer	Allowance	is	either:	for	a	child	with	higher	needs	–	$127.10	every	fortnight	and	a	Health	Care	Card	for	the	child	for	a	child	with	lower	needs	–	a	Health	Care	Card	for	the	child	Further	Information	We	use	some	essential	cookies	to	make	this	website	work.	We’d	like	to	set	additional	cookies	to	understand
how	you	use	GOV.UK,	remember	your	settings	and	improve	government	services.	We	also	use	cookies	set	by	other	sites	to	help	us	deliver	content	from	their	services.
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