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In	the	scenario	below,	the	child	wants	to	spell	the	word	kitten.	It	is	important	to	note	that	this	is	often	different	than	how	the	word	is	simply	broken	down	into	syllables	as	listed	in	a	dictionary.	Sometimes	syllables	are	referred	to	as	the	‘beats’	of	spoken	language.Syllables	differ	from	phonemes	in	that	a	phoneme	is	the	smallest	unit	of	sound;	the
number	of	syllables	in	a	word	is	unrelated	to	the	number	of	phonemes	it	contains.	Knowledge	of	syllable	types	is	an	important	decoding	tool	for	both	reading	and	spelling.	Write	the	number	that	you	hear	next	to	each	word.	She	is	able	to	decode	the	word	craft	independently	and	continues	reading	the	story.	Identify	the	number	of	beats	in	the	word.	But
she	hasn’t	reached	the	stage	of	automaticity	yet,	so	she	can’t	remember	whether	there	is	one	T	or	two	in	the	middle	of	the	word.	Use	a	dictionary	to	help	you.	An	open	door	represents	an	open	syllable,	and	a	closed	door	represents	a	closed	syllable.	Count	the	syllables	in	each	word	and	sort	them	into	the	proper	columns.	View	the	original	online	at:
Closed	and	open	syllables	are	the	first	two	syllable	types	students	should	learn.	Nothing	comes	after	the	vowel,	as	in	no,	my,	and	we.	Binding,	bookmaking,	and	or	collation	of	our	worksheets,	reproduction	and	or	duplication	of	our	worksheets	on	other	websites,	and	or	use	of	our	worksheets	for	commercial	gain	is	strictly	prohibited.	As	you	say	each
word,	clap	and	count.	Another	count	for	you	on	this	worksheet.	As	you	say	each	word,	clap	out	the	ditties	you	hear.	Let’s	say	a	student	is	reading	a	story	and	she	comes	across	the	word	craft.	An	open	syllable	has	a	vowel	at	the	end	of	the	syllable.	Syllable	type	knowledge	helps	with	spelling,	too.	Follow	the	example.	More	than	one	consonant	can	be
used	to	close	in	a	syllable,	as	in	dish	and	stretch.	A	good	way	to	identify	syllables	is	to	think	about	whether	you	need	to	change	your	mouth	shape	to	say	the	next	bit	of	the	word	/	the	new	syllable.	Write	the	number	of	syllables	you	hear	next	to	each	word.	"Clap"	out	the	words.	Count	how	many	of	them	there	are	in	each	word	and	sort	them	into	the
proper	columns.	As	you	say	each	word,	clap	out	the	words.	Write	its	letter	on	the	line.	And	in	the	All	About	Spelling	program,	we	give	kids	tools	to	help	them	spell	these	exceptions.)	Teaching	Open	and	Closed	Syllables	In	the	All	About	Reading	and	All	About	Spelling	programs,	we	use	the	letter	tiles	app	(or	the	physical	letter	tiles)	to	demonstrate	the
differences	between	open	and	closed	syllables	(and	all	syllable	types!).	Circle	the	picture	whose	name	contains	the	number	of	syllables	that	is	indicated.	Give	it	a	try	with	this	free	download!	Knowing	just	these	two	types	of	syllables	will	enable	your	student	to	accurately	spell	hundreds	of	words!	For	even	more	great	samples,	feel	free	to	visit	our
Reading	and	Spelling	Lesson	Samples	page.	Write	the	number	of	sounds	you	hear	next	to	each	word.	You	can	move	up,	down,	or	across	(not	diagonal),	but	only	on	spaces	that	contain	words	with	two	sounds.	For	example,	look	at	the	first	syllables	in	these	words:	ba	by	e	ven	pa	per	mu	sic	Why	Is	Knowing	the	Syllable	Types	So	Beneficial?	As	you	say
each	word,	clap	out	the	syllables.	We	hope	you	found	everything	you	needed	on	our	website.	As	you	say	each	word,	clap	out	the	word	pieces.	Examples	include	cap,	sit,	and	up.	But	our	student	can	draw	upon	her	knowledge	of	open	and	closed	syllable	types	and	easily	come	up	with	the	correct	spelling.	In	these	worksheets,	students	must	find	the	word
that	has	been	divided	into	syllables	correctly	based	on	how	it	is	spoken	or	pronounced.	-	All	rights	reserved	This	quiz	and	printable	worksheet	can	be	used	by	students	and	teachers	without	any	fee	in	the	classroom;	however,	you	must	keep	all	copyright	information	and	references	to	UsingEnglish.com	in	place.	Learning	to	divide	words	into	spoken
syllables	teaches	students	to	identify	words	based	on	their	vocal	parts.	Roll	a	die.	Our	student	realizes	that	if	she	leaves	the	first	vowel	open,	it	will	say	its	long	sound,	resulting	in	/kī-těn/.	Word	list	includes:	phone,	calculator,	dinosaur,	eraser,	information,	yellow,	lunch,	and	hamburger.3rd	through	5th	GradesFill	in	the	table	to	show	the	number	of
syllables	and	sounds	you	see	and	hear	in	each	word.		Grades	4	and	up.1st	through	3rd	Grades	Exercise	Instructions:	Choose	the	correct	answer.	Finish	when	you	reach	the	EXIT.	Syllables	usually	contain	a	vowel	and	accompanying	consonants.	Circle	the	number	of	bumps	that	you	hear.	The	word	‘chat’	is	made	up	of	three	phonemes	(/ch/	/a/	/t/).	It’s
called	a	closed	syllable	because	the	vowel	is	“closed	in”	by	a	consonant.	Split	each	word	into	word	claps.	Find	out	how	many	are	in	each	word.	It	also	shows	them	the	correct	pronunciation	of	a	range	of	various	word	sounds	when	written	in	conjunction.	It’s	called	an	open	syllable	because	the	vowel	is	“open”—that	is,	nothing	comes	after	it	except	open
space.	Read	the	words	in	the	box.	Circle	the	matching	number	for	each	word.	And	many	multisyllable	words	contain	closed	syllables,	as	in	insect,	rabbit,	and	napkin.	Start	at	the	ENTER	sign.	Read	each	word.	Think	of	a	word	that	has	the	same	number	of	syllables	as	the	number	that	you	rolled.	You’ll	find	hundreds	of	pages	of	downloadable	PDFs	that
are	packed	with	information.	Write	how	many	there	are	on	the	line.	Write	the	number	of	beats	you	hear	next	to	each	word.	Read	the	words	in	the	box.	The	words	include:	circle,	mistake,	sentences,	oranges,	country,	office,	flannel,	images,	secret,	lioness,	arrogant,	tomahawk,	glasses,	sweater,	apricot,	and	settling.	A	syllable	is	a	single,	unbroken	sound
of	a	spoken	(or	written)	word.	Read	each	word	and	write	the	number	on	the	lines.	You	will	need	to	clap	up	to	four	times	on	these	words.	Write	your	word.	Although	the	word	is	unfamiliar,	she	isn’t	flustered	because	she	has	a	method	for	determining	whether	the	letter	A	says	its	long	or	short	sound.	When	they	play,	they	count	the	number	of	syllables	in
words.	Circle	the	number	of	word	chunks	for	each	word.	Write	the	letters	that	have	only	one	on	each	line.	Then	write	the	total	number	of	them	in	each	word	on	the	line.	(There	are	some	exceptions	such	as	city	where	the	vowel	is	left	open	yet	still	says	its	short	sound,	but	these	words	are	the	exception	rather	than	the	rule.	In	open	syllables,	the	vowel
says	its	long	sound.	Write	the	letters	that	are	made	up	of	a	single	syllable	on	each	line.	Read	each	word.	Color	the	blocks	as	you	move.	Breaking	Words	into	Syllables		-	Zoo	Theme		FREE	Divide	these	zoo	animal	words	into	syllables.		Draw	a	slash	(/)	symbol	to	divide	each	word	and	count	the	total	number	of	syllables.1st	through	3rd	GradesSeparate
the	syllables	in	these	vowel-consonant/consonant-vowel	(VC/CV)	words.		Grades	3	and	up.1st	through	3rd	GradesSeparate	the	syllables	in	these	vowel-consonant-vowel	(VC/CV)	words.		Grades	4	and	up.1st	through	3rd	GradesFoldable	Game:	Counting	SyllablesStudents	cut	and	fold	to	make	an	origami	fortune	teller	(cootie	catcher)	game.	Copyright	©
UsingEnglish.com	Ltd.	Split	each	word	into	word	sounds.	Syllable	tags	are	placed	above	words,	making	this	a	concrete	activity.	She	doesn’t	instantly	recognize	the	word	because	she	has	never	read	it	before.	We	are	focused	on	words	that	have	only	one	sound.	There	aren’t	many	one-syllable	words	that	contain	open	syllables,	but	there	are	many
multisyllable	words	that	do.	Divide	each	word	into	parts	by	putting	a	slash	(	/	)	between	and	every	one	of	them.	In	the	All	About	Reading	program,	fun	characters	known	as	Party	Monsters	pitch	in	to	give	kids	even	more	practice	with	open	and	closed	syllables.	Split	each	word	into	syllables.	Roll	a	die.	Say	the	name	of	each	picture	out	loud.	After	all,	we
pronounce	it	“ki(t)	ten,”	without	enunciating	the	first	T.	Using	these	worksheets	with	your	studnets	will	enable	them	to	more	readily	pronounce	new	words	correctly	in	the	future,	even	those	they	have	never	seen	before.	Clap	your	hands	once	for	each	beat	of	sound	that	you	hear.	Write	the	letters	that	have	just	one	on	each	line.	Find	the	word	that	has
been	divided	into	word	parts	correctly.	A	child	who	doesn’t	have	a	visual	picture	of	the	word	and	doesn’t	know	about	syllable	types	might	just	write	the	word	as	kiten.	For	example:	/b/,	/k/,	/t/,	/ch/,	/sh/,	/ee/,	/ai/,	/igh/,	/ear/	are	all	phonemes.	In	its	simplest	form,	a	closed	syllable	is	a	vowel	followed	by	a	consonant.	"Clap"	all	of	them	out	loud.	The	word
‘light’	is	made	up	of	three	phonemes	(/l/	/igh/	/t/).		However,	both	the	words	‘chat’	and	‘light’	have	only	one	syllable	each.The	number	of	times	you	hear	a	vowel	(a,	e,	i	,	o,	u)	in	a	word	is	equal	to	the	number	of	syllables	a	word	has.	Circle	the	words	that	contain	three.	In	closed	syllables,	the	vowel	usually	says	its	short	sound.	Say	each	word.	Just
remember	that	this	is	copyrighted	work	to	be	used	only	by	teachers	in	school	or	at	home.	What	Is	a	Closed	Syllable?	Ask	in	the	comments	below	or	get	in	touch!	We’re	here	to	help.	What	Is	an	Open	Syllable?	Below	you'll	find	our	complete	list	of	divided	syllables	worksheets.	Circle	the	ones	that	contain	three	claps.	Circle	the	number	of	sounds	for	each
word.	Sort	each	word	into	the	correct	box.	Out	of	the	six	syllable	types,	these	two	are	the	easiest	for	students	to	master.	She	sees	that	the	A	is	followed	by	a	consonant,	which	means	that	it	is	in	a	closed	syllable,	so	the	vowel	most	likely	says	its	short	sound.	Find	the	word	that	has	been	divided	into	syllables	correctly.	Do	you	have	questions	about	open
and	closed	syllable	types?
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